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Vini, Vidi, Vino 


19 Hopscotch 


26 DVD Detective 


MUSIC // 27 
: Broken Embraces reunites Penélope Cruz with the director 


29 Enter Sandor ; who launched her career 
34 New Sounds d 
35 Old Sounds 
35 Quickspins 


Jan 14-24 ICE ON WHYTE 


Old Strathcona Mon-Fri 2-10pm, . : 
Sat & Sun 10am-10pm $2 donation BACK / 36 : 
Ice on Whyte is Edmonton's pre-eminent ol $ - 
ice festival, with dozens of carvers creating 36 Free Will Astrology 


dazzling art from ice. www.iceonwhyte.ca & 38 Queermonton 
Produced by the Old Strathcona Business Assoc 
39 Alt.Sex.Column 


Jan 22-23 The BABAYAGA Trail Adventure (“ss OOO 
Snow Valley & Whitemud Park S Fi & Sat 2-Ipm EVENTS LIST NGS 5 


Winter Light transforms a night walk along 22 Arts 
Whitemud trail into a mysterious journey through a \ a. = . 
magically lit forest. Produced by the Edmonton Arts Council 25 Film i 
28 Music 1 theta & 33 Monotonix goes wild on stage 
expands theatrical horizons 


780-760-2229 EM: info@winterlight.ca 
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VUEFINDER // MUDHONEY ‘aim 
: The Classical Score: Maria Kotovych previews the Toronto Consort's January '¢ 
> performance. Plus, highlights of the week's other classical concerts. 


: FILM // SIDEVUE 
: Golden Globes? Blue Balls! Brian Gibson cries foul on the Golden Globe awar¢ 


: FACEBOOK 
: We're listening, so let's talk. Join the conversation on Facebook 
> Join our Vue Weekly Facebook group 


Ain LIVE MOSHE 
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Ag ROCK PINTS $4.75 x  daniweatvs 
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Tickets $10 each or 3 for $25 


Available online at www.ckua.com/harley 


Horley-Davidson' 2010 XL Nightster 


nee your eickets before January 24, 2010, 
for a chance to win the Early Bird prize, a Coffee-Connoisseur 

Special thanks to our prize sponsors: 
package including a professional espresso machine, Barista lessons, 


| 
coffee for a year and much more! Baie ee ore MeMurray 


Transcend Coffee @ 


ck 


Complete rules and regulations — www.ckua.com/harley. Raffle License: 285797. All proceeds support the CKUA Radio Network, 


EDMONTON RUSH 
vs BUFFALO BANDITS 


FOR TICKET INFO CALL: 7380.732.RUSH OR TICKETMASTER: 730.451.8000 
EA WWW.EDMONTONRUSH.COM 
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EDITORIAL 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Ti: news that Mayor Stephen Man- 
del wants the latest LRT proposals 
fast-tracked should be welcome to all 
Edmontonians, especially since it came 
on the same day as a report from En- 
vironment Canada reminding us how 
much transportation emissions affect 
our greenhouse gas contributions. But 
as nice as it would be for the city to have 
a truly expansive and encompassing rail 
transit system by 2016, its important 
that we don't hamstring ourselves by 
making short-sighted decisions solely 
for the sake of expediency. 

For starters, the city must ensure it 
undertakes the proper public consul- 
tations. Much of the protest that came 
with the recent approvals of the west 
and southeast lines—the former to 
run from Lewis Estates down 87 Av- 
enue and Stony Plain Road to Grant 
MacEwan, the latter from downtown 
to Mill Woods down Connors Road and 
82 Street—was a result of people feel- 
ing as though their opinions were not 
properly sought by council. It needn't 
be a drawn-out process, either: a few 
consultations with community leagues 
over the course of a few months can be 
the difference between significant op- 
position (and lost votes) and the rela- 
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I hear the train a comin' 


tively amicable resolution that met the 
McKernan-Belgravia station. 

The bigger issue, of course, is the cost: 
some $3 billion for those expansions 
and the line from downtown to NAIT. 
Though it was hoped the province's 


Green Trip program could cover some of : 


the cost, the recent slashing of that bud- 
get has Mandel bringing up the spectre 
of public-private partnerships (P3s) to 
help fund the expansion, with Mandel 
going so faras to say that he doesn't want 


"to spend six months arguing whether 


we should do a P3 or nota P3." 

In that much, he's right: city council 
should not be considering P3s at all. 
The problems that come with such de- 
velopment are well-documented, and 
do not simply end with the often in- 
creased costs that the city is willing to 
mention. A failure to fully consider the 
implications could hamstring the city 
in the future—perhaps a minor consid- 
eration for a mayor looking for a legacy 
project who will not have to deal with 
the consequences—and ignores some 
of the creative (if unpalatable to certain 
segments of the population) solutions 
cities have begun to employ, including 
things like selling naming rights to sta- 
tions or even simply accepting infra- 
structure debt as a necessary evil for 
something that will provide long-term 
benefits to the city. W 
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Letters 


: FEELING BLUE ABOUT BODIES 


: I his most recent Vue article 


("Queermonton: Body politic,” Jan 


: 7-13, 2010), Lucas Crawford takes is- 
: sue with Avatar and its failure to pro- 
: vide an accurate depiction of the main 
: character's newly paraplegic body. 
: Unfortunately, the main crux of Craw- 
: ford's argument rests on faulty logic. 


Crawford argues that Avatar tries 


: to reassure able-bodied people that 
: a physical disability does not merit 
: positive value in anyone's life and that 
: this somehow translates to an anti- 
: queer motif. However, underpinning 
: this argument is the massively self- 
: centered assumption that all "queer" 
: bodies are the result of the same pro- 
: cess. Crawford surprisingly left the 
: idea of choice out of the equation. 


Jake did not choose his disabil- 


: ity, and his character's enthusiasm 
: with receiving “new legs” reflects 
: the many real-world attempts at re- 
: habilitating a person's body after 
: a debilitating accident. To assume 
: that this body type should fall into 
: the hypocritical categorization of 
: “queer” amongst those who have the 
: choice to alter their bodies is ridicu- 
: lous. In fact, if one looks again, I am 
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sure they will find that James Cam- 
eron did a service to those affected 
by a disability by accurately portray- 
ing the main character as fearless 
and open-minded, showing that the 
strength of the mind has nothing to 
do with the ability of the body. 

NICK PILFOLD 


ALL VACCINES HAVE RISK 


onnie Howard should be grateful 

that a vaccine such as Gardasil 
is available ("Well Well Well: Vacci- 
nation," Jan 7 - 13, 2010). I hope she 
never has to hear the terrifying news 
that her pap smear showed abnor- 
malities and she has to go for a col- 
poscopy. If and when that ever hap- 
pens, believe me, she'll be begging 
for the vaccine. 

No vaccines are without risk. Why 
is Gardasil getting such a bad rap? 
Would Ms. Howard have taken the 
polio vaccine years ago when testing 
was much inferior than it is today? 
My guess is that she would have. 

Is she also dead against Twinrix for 
Hep A and B? Ms. Howard should do 
some research on that and see how 
much testing was done and what the 
adverse side effects could be. 


Do-gooders like Connie Howard 
make me sick. Every vaccine causes 
some risk. Big deal. You either get it 
or you don't. It's up to the individual 
I've had it and I’m getting it again in 
five years, and I'm in my 4o0s. I'm 
also getting Cervarix. Thanks for re 
minding me. 

GILLIAN LINARD 


— 
VEGANISM ISN'T SUSTAINABLE 


n regards to Connie Howard's 4! 

ticle on vegan diets ("Unwelcomé 
news to vegans,” Nov 26 - Dec 2 
2009), I just wanted to say very g00¢ 
article and good attitude. 

I was a vegan for 16 years and ! De 
lieve I gave it enough time. I was ¢2' 
ing raw the last 16 months and pretty 
much eating the paleo way now. 

My ex-wife and I experienced the 
same sort-of thing as Lierre befo! 
we had heard of her. I believe this 's 
somewhat common. 

Iagree with you. One should do wh 
works for oneself. Perhaps going vee 
an did me some good in some way 
Veganism may be good for some pe” 
ple at certain times. I simply argue '' 
is not sustainable long-term. 

BARRY BLISS 


4 // UP FRONT 


WUEWEEKLY // JAN 14 - JAN 20, 2010 


affected by the tar 
n territory down into 
lis year, though, the con- 
. amore focused approach 
looking at the corporate connec- 
between the mega-billion-dollar 
production and the corpora- 
tion ng environmental destruc- 
tion in the tar sands. 
"It's a flashpoint where people can 
ee the agenda,” says organizer Mac- 
donald Stainsby. Stainsby has been 
with the conference since the begin- 
ning and will be speaking on the rel- 
evance of organizing in the face of the 
mcoming Olympics in Vancouver this 
‘bruary. Though the Olympics and 
ar sands development would appear 
to have little in common, Stainsby 
points out that there are many com- 
mon issues. “The process of dealing of 


always be new participa 


Jand, exploitation of labour, degreda- 
tion of the environemnt, as well as the 
social effects of increased homeless- 


Truth and 


st month, the adian delegation at : 


Climate Change Conference in Co- i 


Soon after, ! 
set out to : 
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ALBERTA TAR SANDS >> Everyone's Downstream 


ness and the increased vulnerability 
of women living in the downtown east 
side as a result of unregulated and 


q New communities have taken up the banner of 
@@ the tar sands for their own reasons so there will 


nts. We've seen some of the 


corporate-boycott campaigns go to places such as 
England, France and Norway. It goes beyond North 
America for the first time. 


over-exapansive development makes 
it so that these developments have 
mirror results, even if they don't have 


lies 


Internet providers are frequently : 
asked to remove content, yet most ; 
: reputable firms only do so with court 
? oversight or a clear statutory mandate. 


One exception to this general rule 
involves cases of phishing, 


details by masquerading as a 
trustworthy entity. This occurs 


online auction site in the hope of pry- : 


passwords and credit card : 


Was shutting down the Yes Men based on a 


which is the criminally fraud- : 
ulent process of attempting : 
to acquire personal infor- : 
yo mation such as usernames, : 


when fraudsters create websites : 


ing personal data from visitors tricked : 
into thinking they are dealing with a : 


legitimate site. 
Phishing operators move quickly, 
seeking to grab as much data as they 


can before authorities move to shut : 
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mirror images as put out by their cor- 
porate paymasters.” 

This year's conference will also co- 
incide with the release of the Domin- 
ion Media Co-op's special Olympic 
edition. Writers will present their 
articles on the growing "No2010" 
movement and how the Olympics 
have directly affected aboriginal ter- 
ritory. Sessions focus on the direct 
connections between corporate spon- 
sors and the environmental destruc- 
tion caused by energy-extraction ac- 
tivities. Corporations such as Suncor, 
Enbridge and TransCanada will have 
prominence in debates at the con- 
ference, with directly-affected com- 


lie? 


them down. The practice raises seri- : 


ous identity theft concerns, leading 


host ISPs to shut down alleged sites : 
without waiting for a court order. : 


While this helps limit potential harm, 


can be abused. 


Within days of the Yes Men incident, : 
: both Environment Canada and the : 
Canadian Cyber Incident Response 3 
Centre, which is part of Public Safety : 
Canada, wrote to the hosting ISP to : 
that looks much like a popular bank or : ask that it shut down the fake web- : 
i sites. While officials understandably : 
pointed to trademark and copyright : 
concerns (the sites were designed to : 
= look confusingly similar to actual gov- : 


Internet providers to act. 


he Canadian government has become : 
the poster child for how the system : 


munity members presenting on the 
destruction of the projects. 

Communities such as the Ojibwe/ 
Anishinabe Nation will be speaking 
on the destruction and undemocrat- 
ic nature of the Enbridge pipeline 
into the United States. Enbridge's 
Alberta Clipper pipeline is being 
built to carry 450 000 barrels of 
heavy crude a day from the Alberta 
tar sands to the United States. The 
pipeline crosses Treaty One First Na- 
tions and extends into Native Amer- 
ican territory in the United States— 
territory that in many cases has not 
been negotiated with the communi- 
ties who live there. 


COMMENT >> TECH LAW 


Instead, officials used both the persua- : 
= sive power of an official government re- : 
quest combined with inaccurate claims : 
that the sites were engaged In phishing : 
= to escalate the issue. One email to the : 
5 hosting company noted the request : Internet Registration Authority, which 
was sent on behalf of the Minister of : 
t the Environment to demand prompt : 
= deletion and removal of the hosted : 
t sites. The same email claimed the sites : 
were Involved in phishing, leading the : suspend the domain name registrations. 


German-based Internet provider to : 
> substituted one hoax for another and in 


promptly shut them down. 


In fact, in the rush to shut down the Yes : 
Men sites, the Internet provider simulta- : global system designed to guard against 
neously shut down an additional 4500 : 
websites hosted at the same IP address. : 
: Michael Geist holds the Canada Research 


Those sites have since been restored. 


In the aftermath of the case, the web : 


ernment websites), those claims alone : administrator who shut down the sites : 


would not have been enough for most : expressed regret, arguing he acted under : 


= duress. Yet the real concern arises from ; 
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And that's what has led this year's Ev- 
eryone's Downstream conference to a 
more international perspective than 
Previous incarnations: campaigns 
are becoming international. With the 
Copenhagen Climate Talks providing 
a flashpoint for activists to organize 
around, there were numerous high- 
profile actions in Britain to call atten- 
tion to British Petroleum's billion-do!- 
lar investment in the tar sands. 

“New communities have taken up the 
banner ofthe tar sands for their ownrea- 
sons so there will always be new partici- 
pants," says Stainsby, "We've seen some 
of the corporate-boycott campaigns go 
to places such as England, France and 
Norway. People will be Skyping to talk 
about their work in London to stop Brit- 
ish Pretroleum, as well as people near 
Chicago dealing with BP. It goes beyond 
North America for the first time." 

But the conference remains focused 
on engaging local communities and 
empowering them to take action. 
"We're using that slogan environmen- 
talists came up with years ago: ‘Think 
globally, act locally.’ It's starting to 
show a lot of big effects as people did 
that in the planning before Copenha- 
gen," says Stainsby. 

That's why after each day there will 
be specific sessions focused on con- 
necting and empowering groups to 
take action. "I'd really like communi- 
ties to be speaking for themselves," 
Stainsby says. "They should be making 
their own demands as the affected and 
impacted communities." W 

THU, JAN 14 ~ SUN, JAN T7 
EVERYONE'S DOWNSTREAM Ili: FROM THE 
FRONT LINES TO THE FINISH LINES—RACES TO 
THE BOTTOM 

STRATHCONA COMMUNITY CENTRE LEAGUE 
VISIT OILSANDSTRUTH.ORG FOR SCHEDULE 


the inflammatory government claims. 
While the sites were obviously an em- 
barrassment, there were several ave- 
nues to address the issue. Officials could 
have filed a complaint with the Canadian 


manages the dot-ca domain (both sites 
used dot-ca addresses). Alternatively, 
they could have turned to the courts for 
an order to either shut down the sites or 


Instead, the phishing claim effectively 
the process undermined the trust in a 
identity theft. V 

Chair in Internet and E-commerce Law at 
the University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law. 


He can be reached at mgeist@uottawo. 
ca or online at michaelgeist.ca. 
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Legendary Crazy Horse 
distressed easter has been 
aged to perfection before you 
even pull it on. Supple and 
soft and as comfy as old 
jeans. Round or Chisel 
toe. Both aged 
to perfection. 


Th 


W561 Crazy Horse Brown 


blundstone.ca 


Gravity Pope 10442 Whyte Ave 439-1637 
Kunitz Shoes 23rd Avenue & 114 Street 438-4259 
Wener Shoes 10322 Jasper Avenue 422-2718 
Campers Village 1095!-170 Street NW 484-2700 
Campers Village South Point 3235 Calgary TrailNW 479-2267 
Soft Moc West Edmonton Mall 489-5616 


Premier’s Council On 
Arts and Culture 


Alberta Culture and Community Spirit. The Premier's 

Council on Arts and Culture assists the Minister of Culture 

and Community Spirit in implementing The Spirit of Alberta, 
Alberta's cultural policy and provides advice on significant cultural 
matters. We are currently accepting applications from interested 
individuals to fill council member vacancies in the Edmonton and 
northwestern Alberta regions. The Council is a liaison between 
government and cultural stakeholders. Job ID #1000133 


Visit jobs.alberta.ca to learn more 
about these opportunities and to apply online. 


Government of Alberta a 


Japanese Okido Yoga Workshop 
with Friedel Khattab 


Location: Edmonton Yoga Studio 12039-127 St. 


Jan 30 & 31,2010 


Saturday 12-Spm - Sunday 10am-3pm 
Cost: $100.00 


Please pre-register: 
Friedel Khattab 780.466.6335 
or Yoga Studio 780.451.8131 


In this system limbering up exercises are repeated from 40 to 120 times and the 
Hara Breathing is strong and forceful. It is a most exhilerating experience With an 
added bonus of about 5 pounds of weight loss. 


The workshop ends with Vipassana, a Zen walking/sitting meditation. 
#3 J 0 qi tel 451.8131 
Zr TT ee 127 Sire 

www.edmontonyogastudio.com 
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[ >> MALAYSIA 


Uneasy peace 


Malaysia's religious squabbles threaten years of hard work — 


In the late '80s, when | was in the East- = 
ern Province of Saudi Arabia, a friend = 


suggested that | drive out into the 
desert near Jubail to see the old- 
est extant Christian church in 
the world. And there it was, 
surrounded by a chain-link 
fence to keep casual visitors 
and foreign archaeologists 
out. Experts who saw the site 
before it was closed said that the 
church was built by Nestorian Chris- 
tlans, and was probably used from the : 
fourth to the ninth century. : 

Its existence embarrassed the Saudi 
government, which prefers to believe : 
that Arabia went straight from pa- : 
ganism to Islam. But it confirmed the 
assumption of most historians that : 
Christianity was flourishing in the Ara- : 
bian Peninsula in the centuries before : 
the rise of Islam. So what did these : 
Arabic-speaking Christians call God? : 
Allah, of course. : 

| mention this because last week the : 
Malaysian High Court struck down a : 
three-year old ban on non-Muslims us- : 
ing the word Allah when they speak of : 
God in the Malay language. The court's 
decision was followed by firebomb at- 
tacks on three Christian churches in 
Kuala Lumpur on Thursday night, and 
on Friday protesters at mosques in 
Kuala Lumpur carried placards reading 
"Allah is only for us.” 

Prime Minister Najib Razak condemned 
the attacks on the churches, but he sup- 
ports the ban on Christians using the 
word “Allah" in Malay and is appealing 
the decision. 

"We ... have the right to use the word 
‘Allah,” said Rev. Lawrence Andrew, the 
editor of the Herald, the newspaper of 
the Catholic Church in Malaysia, whose 
use of the word in its Malay-language 
edition triggered the crisis. Parliamen- : 
tary opposition leader Lim Kit Siang sim- : 
ply observed that "The term ‘Allah’ was : 
used to refer to God by Arabic-speaking } 
Christians before Arabic-speaking Mus- : 


| Here’s your opportunity 

| to save lives. 

| Edmonton 

Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 

Monday - Friday 
| 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
} 3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 


Saturday 
8:30 am ~ 2:30 pm | 


Book your life 
| Saving appointment | 


today! 
Call 1888 2 DONATE 
Ne mere emma = ee eer Canadian Blood Services 


ii you to phe 
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lims existed." 

Of course it was. Arabic-speaking Chris- 
tians predate the rise of Islam by 
three hundred years, and what 
else were they going to call 


im contraction of the Arabic def- 

inite article al- and the noun 
‘lah, which means god. In 
parts of ancient Arabia it once 
referred to the creator-god (who 
was not the only god), but for a very 
long time it has meant the One God. 


: This Arabic word was imported into the 


Malay language by converts to Islam, 


lays are considered to be Muslim under 
Malaysian law, but there are numerous 
Malay-speakers, especially in northern 


i politics, but the Chinese and the Indi 


ans thrive in trade and commerce—an,) 


: most people understand that they 2;, 
¢ ultimately in the same boat, which ; 
= called Malaysia. 

God? The word “Allah” is a : 


The state spends a lot of money to 


2 raise the living standards of the Malay 

: and gives them preference for unive, 
: sity places and government jobs. Thay 
= haven't done badly out of this deal, by; 
d nevertheless they feel perpetually ins- 
: cure. Since they are all Muslims, whils 
: few other Malaysians are, they also feo| 
: their religion is under threat. Some re 
: spond by being aggressively intolerant 
: of minorities. 

: which arrived in the region several cen- : 
: turies before Christianity. All ethnic Ma- 


Not all Malays behave this way. Ma. 


: jor Muslim organizations, including the 
¢ Islamic political party, PAS, have agreed 
: that the other "Abrahamic religions 
: —Christians and Jews—may call their 


‘ronan een ONAN ence FOAM LONNLAMHATEMHUERAORN 


the extremists. 


Borneo, who are Christian and not ethni- 
cally Malay. They also use the word AlL- 
lah for God. 

What's the harm in that? Why are Ma- 


paranoia, alas, is ethnic. 

Malaysia is an ethnic time-bomb that 
has turned itself into a peaceful and 
prosperous country by a huge effort of 


Malay, but under British rule huge num- 
bers of Indian and Chinese immigrants 
were imported to work the mines and 


plantations. By independence, Malays ; 
+ tians had to pay higher taxes, but they 


were only 60 percent of the popula- 


tion, and much poorer than the more : 
= practice their religion. It is highly improb 
; able that they were forced to change the 


recent arrivals. They resented the past, 
the present, and the probable future. 


After several bouts of savage anti-Chi- : 
nese and anti-Indian rioting, the country : 
= tian churches in the region probably sur 
= vived into the early ninth century. 


arrived at its current, highly success- 
ful compromise. The Malays dominate 
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It's getting ugly, and it's high time for the 
Malaysian government to stop playing along with 


: God Allah in Malay. But it's getting ugly, 
¢ and it’s high time for the Malaysian gov 
= ernment to stop playing along with the 
: extremists. 

laysia's Muslims so paranoid? The real : 
: Muslims of Arabia. Both the archaeologi 
: cal and the textual evidence suggest that 
: most Arabs in northern Arabia and along 
: the Gulf Coast had already been Christian 
will. The original population was mostly : 
peared in the seventh century. They were 
+ swiftly conquered by Muslim armies, but 
: they were not forcibly converted. 


It should take a lesson from the early 


for several centuries when Islam first ap 


As in all early Islamic empires, Chris 


were allowed to keep their property and 


word they used for God. They did gradu 
ally convert to Islam, but the last Chris 


The Christians, Hindus, animists and 
others who make up 40 percent of Ma- 
laysia’s people pay higher taxes, in the 
sense that they subsidise the poorer 
Malay/Muslim majority. Few of them will 
ever convert to Islam, but they are not 
its enemy either. Malaysia has achieved 
a fragile but workable compromise that 
gives its people a good life. It should no! 
endanger it so frivolously. W 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles ov 
published in 45 countries. His column ap 
pears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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RICARDO ACUNA 
// GALBERTA.CA/PARKLAND 

Ail of the hyperbole over the last few 
weeks about the degree of change tak- 
ing place on the Alberta political scene 
got me thinking this week about what 
change actually means, and whether we 
are truly in the midst of it or not. 

It is true that the last month has seen 
tore action in Alberta politics than we 
have seen in some time. Most of this ac- 
tion seems to have been spurred by the 
fact that the Wildrose Alliance Party 
elected an extreme right-wing Fraser In- 
stitute acolyte to its leadership. Danielle 
Smith brings with her the added advan- 
tages of being under 40, quite articulate 
and fairly charismatic—all three traits 
that have long been missing from the Al- 
berta political scene. 

Shortly after the WAP elected Smith 
leader, province-wide polls began to 
show them surpassing the Progressive 
Conservatives in declared voter pref- 
erence. Polling higher than the PCs is 
something no party has been able to do 
in this province since Laurence Decore's 
Liberals out-polled the Don Getty ver- 
sion of the party in early 1992. 

This lead in the polls, particularly in Cal- 
Bary, by the WAP in turn prompted two 
of the more opportunistic backbench To- 
fies to jump ship and actually cross the 
floor to begin sitting as WAP Members of 
the Alberta Legislative Assembly (a move 
_feminiscent of two Socreds crossing the 

floor to sit as Tories before the party fi- 
nally topk power in the 1971 election). 

At the same time, a group of disgruntled 
— and edema have come 

2 new party that they 
hope wl sate ngs up. Renew Alberta 
: in December, and sees it- 
+ aS a natural home for those that 
a change in government, but do not 
any of the existing opposition par- 


Issues is a forum for individuals and o: 


organizations they represent or of Vue Weekly. 


ties. Whether they are able to gather the 
7000 signatures required to form a party 


remains to be seen, but they were cer-. 


tainly able to grab the media's attention 

with their launch and online presence. 
But the question remains, of course, as 

to whether any of this, in and of itself, 
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ganizations to comm: 
issues of importance to the commu! ity THE comin ent on current events and broader 


entary is not necessarily the opinion of the 


form makes it clear the party will con- 
tinue to support legislation on "paren- 
tal choice” initiatives (like Bill 44), and 
will continue using tax dollars to sup- 
port private schools. 

On the economy, the WAP will keep the 
flat tax, keep taxes low, and keep royal- 
ties low. It will also make deep and signif- 
icant cuts to government spending in all 
areas, meaning cuts in the infrastructure 
and services that Albertans rely on. 

On the question of democracy, the party 
platform speaks very highly of openness, 
transparency and the right of citizens vis 
a vis their elected representatives. At the 
same time, however, Danielle Smith has 
refused to disclose who funded her lead- 
ership campaign, and the two PC MLAs 
who crossed the floor to WAP are refus- 
ing to resign and run in by-elections. In 
other words, they like to speak pretty 
words about democracy and transpar- 
ency, but are not prepared to back them 
up with their behaviour. 

Interestingly, the Renew Alberta website 
also speaks extensively about the impor- 
tance of private enterprise and a coopera- 
tive environment between government 
and business. Combined with the site's 
use of the expression “willingness to in- 
novate" with regards to public services, 
the continued use of public-private part- 
nerships is almost a certainty under this 
platform. The group also makes it clear 
that it has little tolerance for deficits, 
and that it believes the role of govern- 
ment is to foster an open and competitive 
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. In short, none of the policies encompassed by 
either one of these "new" political entities gives 


any sense that there is any type of significant 
change in Alberta's future. 


qualifies as either significant political 
change or an indicator of change to come. 
And by "change" | mean in the big-picture 
political sense. Will any of what is hap- 
pening in Alberta today result in either a 
significant change in the priorities of the 
provincial government, or in how Alber- 
tans are impacted by their government? 
Will any of this result in a fundamental 
change in the general direction and be- 
liefs of the provincial government? 


Is it imaginable, even remotely, that 
the political dynamics have been picking 
up steam over the course of the last year 
might ultimately result in a new party 
forming the government in Alberta come 
2012? Yes. Is it probable? Possibly, de- 
pending on how the Tories, the WAP and 
Renew Alberta approach their organizing 
drives over the next two years. Doesn't 
this mean then that we ‘are headed for 
some serious change in the province? No. 
Let's begin with the Wildrose Alliance. 
Although its policy positions are still fairly 
sparse, the party has released, and done, 
enough to give a good sense on what it 
would do. This would include, for example, 
the idea of pushing for the introduction of 
more private health care in the province. 
On education the WAP policy plat- 
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marketplace, not to protect and promote 
the public interest from the excesses and 
abuses of that marketplace. 

In short, none of the policies encom- 
passed by either one of these "new" po- 
litical entities gives any sense that there 
is any type of significant change in Al- 
berta's future. Whether these parties be- 
come government or opposition, nothing 
substantial will change in this province— 
we will remain dependant on natural re- 
sources and the environmental destruc- 
tion that accompanies them, our health 
care and education systems will continue 
to suffer the whims of the international 
energy economy, our public services will 
continue to be gutted, and the public in- 
terest will continue to be sacrificed for 
the sake of the private gain of Alberta's 
economic and political elite. 

If it is true that Albertans are ready for 
change, then they will have to look else- 
where or build something new in order 
to get it. A fresh coat of paint on the 
same old ideas will simply not accom- 
plish anything of the sort. V 


Ricardo Acufia is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the 
University of Alberta. 
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JAPANESE VILLAGE 


* THE BEST OF JAPANESE CUISINE 
* THE LEGENDARY GRILL 

* FINEST STEAK & SEAFOOD 

* EDMONTON LONGEST STANDING 
RESTAURANT SINCE 1972 


NEW YORK STEAK 
DINNER SPECIAL $i2 


Each Dinner Include: 


: Signature Shabu Shabu Soup . AAA New York Cut Steak 
. Fresh Hibachi Vegetables . Short Grain Rice 


FOR RESERVATIONS CALL | 


780.422.6083, 


TEPPAN ORANG, 


KOMONTON 


Teppan Grill Teppan Grill 

€t Sushi Bar & Lounge 

10126-100 Street 10238=104 Street Limited time offer only 
Edmonton Edmonton Monday to Thursday until 6:00pm only 


MacEwan 


Helping 
to develop 


1 a]. young minds. 


Are you a creative person who enjoys working with 
young children in a caring environment? MacEwan's 
Early Learning and Child Care program, formerly 
known as Early Childhood Development, is just what 
you've been looking for! 


Find out more, attend an information session: 


Tuesday, January 19, 6:30 pm 
Room 7-138 
City Centre Campus (10700-1 04 Avenue) 


www.MacEwan.ca/earlylearning 
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COMMENT >> ALT HEALTH 


Five feet high and rising 


Our brains need care to stem the tide of dementia 


Some, in the wake of other false health : 
alarms, are dismissing the projections of a : 


recently-published Alzheimer's study as 
an unjustified ploy to generate re- 
search funding. The study, called 
Rising Tide, has projected that 
more than a million Canadians 
will be living with some kind 
of dementia by 2038. While 
it's true that Pfizer was a spon- 
sor, and that drug research isn't 
where the answer lies, it is also 
true that Alzheimer's is devastatingly 
real We do need a strategy. 


caregivers deserve more support. 


The study recommends, among other Y 
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things, increasing prevention efforts, but : 


Prevention won't be brought to us by : 


elsewhere. 


Pfizer. Prevention is going to involve a : 
whole lot more than the current ! 
focus on mental exercise or yet : 
another drug. The real poten- : 
tial for slowing the plaques : 
and tangles and protein build- : 
up occurring in our brains lies : 


for back into our brains, nor can those ap- : 
proaches offer a solution to the toxins that : 


have set up camp in our brains. 


> gin to feel chronic shortages of fatty acids 


If we want to avoid this flood of living : 


: death, those two issues will have to be : 
addressed. The solution, in part, lies in a : 


ER 
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major move away from factory farming. 
Factory farming is the reason our topsoils 
are depleted and our veggies no longer 


once did, and it is the reason meat and 
or amounts of fatty acids they once did. 


The solution to our hungry brains lies in 
finally acknowledging the absolute failure 


: of the low-fat mantra to prevent anything 
What we need to know about : 
cognitive well-being is this: no : 
amount of brain exercise or medication : 
: can put nutrients our brains are starving : 

We're living longer (though not neces- : ; 
sarily better), and dementia is already the : 
leading cause of disability among seniors. : 
Those afflicted deserve better care, and : 


at all We have been busy rejecting animal 
fats in favour of processed vegetable oils 
and low-fat cheeses for decades now, and 
our brains (along with every other cell in 
our bodies) are making themselves heard. 


and minerals. 
The solution to our inflamed and plaque- 
forming brains also lies in doing something 


as 


%4 
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: about our high intake of sugars and high- : 
: fructose corn syrup. These cause insulin : 
: surges, which cause inflammation in our : 
: brains. And high-fructose corn syrup, 
: found in almost everything these days, is : 
: also often contaminated with mercury as : 
: a result of contaminated caustic soda used 
: in its production. Combine mercury, which 
! is indisputably toxic to our brains, with in- 
deliver the essential trace minerals they : 


sulin surges and multiple nutritional defi- 


brains are having a little trouble. 
Researchers are now calling Alzheimer's 


: diabetes of the brain, or type 3 diabetes. 
: That's because even moderately elevated : 
: levels of insulin increase inflammatory : 
: markers in our blood and brain fluids. The 
: logical first defense then—a happily free 
: and completely non-invasive one—is to : 
: lower insulin levels, which is easily done : 
: with serious carbohydrate restriction. 
Even non-dividing neurons eventually be- : 

: What we need to avert this coming flood 
: is a Food Inc. overhaul. We need to chal- : 
: lenge our government's recommendation 
: of a low-fat carbohydrate-based diet, and : 


we need information about exactly how 
much insulin we need to produce for that 
kind of diet. My son, a type 1 diabetic, could 


= tell you exactly how much is required. 


We need to stop pumping vaccine nev- 
rotoxins directly into the bloodstreams 


? of our babies, where they quickly bypass 
: their digestive systems and their blood 


brain barriers to set up camp in their still. 


é ; developing brains. Because despite the 
: ciencies and it should be no surprise our = 
dairy products no longer deliver the kinds : 


never-ending pro-vaccine messages we are 


: subjected to, neurological inflammation 
: has been keeping step with ever-increasing 
= vaccination. 


And finally, we need our governments 
to step up to the plate and put our health 


: ahead of industry interests. The chemical 
: industry is now so powerful that, in the 


United States at least, it has legal right to 
keep from the public information about 


: potentially harmful new chemicals, if dis- 
: closure of that information might harm 
: business. Of new chemical notices submit- 


ted in the United States in recent years, 95 


: percent have requested secrecy. 


We could stop this rising tide, easily, % 


Perspective hurts 


The Dive for Five! The Fall for Hall! 
The (1 don't know) Descent for a Decent 
Draft Pick continues. The Oilers fol- 
lowed a 4-2 Rexall Place loss to Colum- 
bus with a four-day mini-camp and a 
5-3 drubbing against the visiting Nash- 


ville Predators. In order to prepare for : 
: | suspect there aren't 16 839 of those 
: We're going to discover just where the 


the next few week's game summaries, 
I'd best prepare a list of suitable words 
and have them in the can: lost, 
beaten, defeated, drubbing, fail- 
ure, epic failure, gaffe, choke, 
blunder, waxed, stomped, 

demoralized, bested, van- 

quished, toppled, unseated 

and finished. | didn't want to 
have to go to the good ‘ol the- 
saurus. Looks like I'm going to 
need it, unfortunately. Drop, miss, 
squander, relinquish, yield ... you get 
the picture. 


quite bleak right now on the Oiler front 
and the temptation to rail and whine and 
bitch was the plan, | decided to take a 


more pragmatic view this week. Here's : 
a reading list for suffering Oiler fans. | : 


hope this helps: 


Dedication: Fever Pitch Nick Hornby’'s 
1992 book recounted the Brit author's 
slightly obsessive rollercoaster ride fol- 


lowing football club Arsenal FC. It was : 
made into a mildly amusing Brit rom- : 
: things in perspective. It's a fucking game! 
> It's fun to watch, it should sting a bit 


com in 1997 and a surprisingly good 
American film (about the Red Sox this 


time) in 2005 starring the new queen of : 
: has real problems. Read one of these 


rom-coms, Drew Barrymore. It wasn't all 


good times for Hornby's Gunners but the : 
: even register a blip. Plus, you're still not 
: a Leafs fan. 

and working life are chronicled blow by : 
blow, season by season and make great : 
> stretch of failure, OPOTW has been put 
: on IR. This week welll get ... 

a committed fan even when it hurt. His : 

: Oiler Fan Rationalization of the 


author's experience and the effect his 
fandom had on his outlook, personal life 


reading. Win or lose, however, he re- 
mained a fan. Not just that; he remained 


mood, self-image and general decision- 


making were influenced by the fortunes : 
: have lost 24 games thus far but only 


of his club. The fine line between inter- 


est and obsession is danced around like : 
: not that bad. W 


a nimble halfback juggling the ball | sup- 


: pose there is one good thing about this 
: dark period in Oiler history; by the end 
: of this season we are bound to cast off 
: some of the dead weight, the fair-weath- 
: er fans, the bandwagon jumpers and the 
: sheep. If this crap continues, all we'll 


have left will be the Nick Hornbys and 


breaking point is for spoiled, en- 
titled Oiler fans. Losing streaks 
cull the herd and leave a fan- 
base of only the committed 
and the legitimate. 


Misery and Company: Cub- 
bie Blues: 100 Years of Wait- 
ing Until Next Year Things are 
thin for Oiler fans today, what with 


: a four-year streak missing the playoffs, 
: but we've got five Cups to celebrate and 
: only have to go back to 1990 to recall 
Literature Therapy Since things are : 
: a legitimate crack at the Cup and that's 
: only four years ago. Cubs fans have 
: turned disappointment into a crown of 


the last Championship. Hell, 2006 saw 


thorns. Despair can inspire great writing 
Better than joy. 


: Perspective: Diary of Anne Frank, 
: Shake Hands With The Devil, A Fare- 
: well To Arms, The Killing Fields Next 
: time you watch the Oilers lose again, get 


frustrated and think it is the end of the 
world, reading these weepies should put 


when your team Loses but the real world 


tomes and the Oilers' struggles wont 


Oiler player of the week: Due to @ 


Week: It's not that bad: The Oilers 


three of them were shutout Losses. It's 


SAD 
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Restaurant Reviews 


Check out our comprehensive online 
database of Vue Weekly's restaurant 
reviews, searchable by location, price 
and type. 


“he my 
TELE 


Vini, Vidi, Vino 


Pe MUU DU LLL ry 
TT Fe er RII TI NLU 


// ORIENTAL VEGGIE HOUSE 


Better than the real thing 


Oriental Veggie House a tasty place to spend a little time 


// ERIKA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


en I think about vegetarian 
cuisine, I typically go to a place 
in my mind that features down-home 
American-style fare with a lentil-tofu 
twist, served to me by someone with 
dreadlocks and wearing clothes made 
out of hemp. The reality is that Edmon- 
ton actually offers several vegetarian 
restaurants that cater to allyour ethnic 
needs. Oriental Veggie House is one 
of them and their specialty is vegetar- 
ian Chinese food. 

The restaurant is located north of 
downtown near Chinatown and the out- 
side of the place sure doesn't look like 
anything special. In fact, neither does 
the inside. Luckily, my desire for am- 
biance was trumped by my curiosty to 
find out what their food was all about. 

We strolled in during the dinner 
hour on a Saturday night, and to my 
dismay, no one else was in there— 
not a single customer. Just an older 
man who served as a host, waiter and 
probably also owns the place. He was 
very friendly though, told us to sit 
wherever we wanted and brought us 
menus. It was a little strange being in 
a restaurant all alone. My date and I 
kept finding ourselves whispering to 
each other for no reason. The room is 
medium-sized and isn’t anything fan- 
cy. There are Chinese decorations and 
Buddhas all over the walls, and the 
table cloths are cute with vegetables 
all over them, but other than thatit's a 
brightly lit room and there are several 


deep freezes along one of the walls. 
Let's just say that you wouldn't come 
here for the scenery. 

We ordered a pot of green tea ($3) 
which was warm, soothing and per- 
fectly steeped. 

The menuisa few pages long and cov- 
ers such courses as appetizers, main 
courses, hot pots, soups and so on. The 
word on the street is that even though 
the menu mentions animals like chick- 
en, beef, duck and seafood, none of itis 


N TETRAZZINI 


actually meat—even though, in some 
cases, you would never be able to tell. 
We settled on the veggie crab roll 
($6.95) as an appetizer. Of course the 
service was very prompt—they were 
only cooking for the two of us. On the 
bright side, all of our food came out 
hot and fast. The crab rolls were a won- 
derful and pleasant surprise. Quite 
similar to your typical spring roll, they 
were piping hot and came with a plum 
sauce to dip in. The best parts were 


the juicy chunks of “crab” that were 
to be found inside. I would never have 
guessed ina million years that I wasn't 
actually eating seafood. 


For our main course, we decided on 
a few items to share. The spicy egg 
plant and veggie chicken ball hot pot 
(11.95), fried taro root duck ($12.95) 
and the Singapore vermicelli ($8.95). 
The hot pot arrived with a lid on top 
which our server removed to reveal a 
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bubbling pot of saucy vegetables and 
chicken, This was my favourite dish— 
it had the most deliciously sweet, 
spicy and just a little smokey flavour. 
The egg plant was savoury and coated 
with specks of dried chili peppers, and 
the “chicken” balls were a pretty con- 
vincing substitute for real chicken. I 
recommend this dish and am already 
experiencing cravings for it 

The vermicelli was a really nice ac- 
companiment. It had a strong flavour 
of yellow curry yet somehow managed 
to be fairly mild at the same time, and 
the bits of "chicken" within the dish 
were very good as well. And lastly, the 
taro root duck, which was probably 
our least favourite. It was only lagging 
behind because it was the least what 
we expected it to be. We figured that 
it would resemble fake "duck" just like 
the other meats. Instead it was a deep- 
fried taro-root paste, and really had 
nothing to do with duck at all. It's pos- 
sible that it was prepared in the same 
style as one would prepare duck, but 
I'm not sure. It came with a nice dip 
ping sauce and it certainly wasn't bad, 
it was just different and not what we 
had had in mind. 

Despite some of the downsides, | 
would still recommend this place for 
carnivores and vegetarians alike; the 
delicious and interesting food is cer- 
tainly worth a try. WV 


MON = SAT (11 AM = 9:30 PM) 
ORIENTAL VEGGIE HOUSE 
10586 - 100 ST, 780.424.0463 


+ Spruce Grove « Kingsway 
ft + South Edmonton Common 
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PPCOVENEHCE ee 
History of whisky 


ies ; Undistilled alcoholic beverages such as 
SPECIALS THES WEEK: eal ok = fi lapeme 


: g since at least 7000 BC Historians gener- 
ALOHA ROLLE atten 
eg in Asia, with perfumes being distilled long 

| * before drinking spirits. 
PHO SUSHI LATE FRI & SAT : . Fitri EE Ma i thous: to 
; have been created by the early Chinese, 
who distilled liquor from rice. Centuries 
later, the art of distillation was brought to 
the Mediterranean by the Moors, and sub- 
sequently to Europe between the sixth and 

seventh centuries. 

Between TIOO and B00, distillation 
spread to Ireland and Scotland, with mo 
nastic distilleries existing in Ireland by the 
2th century. Distilleries were primarily for 
medicinal purposes, such as the treatment 

One block off Whyte Ave - Sunday to TRG tlam- midnight - Friday & Saturday 11 am~- 2am \ sera ee, of even Germany, 
Britain had few grapes with which to make 
wine. So barley was used to make beer and, 
of course, whisky. 

The Gaelic word *usquebaugh,” mean- 
ing "Water of Life," phonetically becarne 
"usky" and then “whisky” in English. Scot- 
land has internationally protected the term 
"Scotch"—for a whisky to be called “Scotch” 
it has to be produced in Scotland. 

Excellent whiskies are made by similar 
methods in other countries, notably 
United States, Japan and Canada, but they 
must be called by another name. Rye and 
Bourbon are examples of other names for 
similar products. 


PETE DESROCHERS 
// DESROCHERS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Join us for Brunch at The Hat on Jasper 
every Saturday from | |lam-3pm 


i 3 - 


780.429.4471 - 10251 Jasper Ave 
RESTO. PUB hehatanjasper.com 
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Merlove 


Merlot versus the movies 


Merlot has been in the Bordeaux since T784. It 


fruit and in hotter climates fruit cake 
and chocolate characteristics which 
are all wrapped up with velvety 
tannins in a soft approachable 
style. That sounds pretty deli- 
cious; so, how can Merlot not be 
on everyone's to drink list? 
Californian Merlot, particular- 
lyin the North American Press, in 
the past has been given a bad rap. 
Maybe for a good reason, as much of 


the California Merlot on the market inthe : 
past was mass-produced, inexpensive, me- : 
diacre wine made to meet high consumer : 
demand. But times change and the Califor- : 
nia Merlot industry is currently flourish- : 
ing, having recently been raved about in : 
Wine Spectator which stated, "The high- : 
end wines offer consumers richness and : 
complexity, while the top values offer the : 
: the harsher tannins of Cabernet Sauvignon 
t when blended. These blends are commonly 
: known as Bordeaux blends and claimed by 
: wine experts to produce some of the best 
: wine in the world. In the Bordeaux wine : 
: region, the Merlot-based blended wines 
= come mainly from the right bank vineyards 
reducing how many grapes are grown per : 


trademark Merlot qualities of elegance 
and suppleness.” Other New World wine 
regions offering up a price range of out- 
standing Merlot wines are Washington, 
Oregon, Chile and the Okanagan. 
Contributing factors to making quality 
Merlot are soil type (clay), vine age and 


hectare. Merlot is an early ripening grape 
that acts as a bit of a chameleon in differ- 
ent climates. Consumers who love the ripe 
fruit and elegant mouth-feel of the warmer 


} PARKALLEN RESTAURANT 


ishes you a 


Happy New Year! 
PR lu S, we are closing in February 
fi 


or Saarveekiivia: Keep an eye out for our 


7018 - 109 street | 780.436.8080 


www.parkallen.com 


: climate wines can sometimes be put off by : 
is the third-most planted grape on the globe, : 
and is renowned for its red and black berry, : of cooler-climate Merlot. The fruity charac- 
: ter also depends on when the wine maker : 


decides to pick the grapes. As an : 


the herbaceousness and higher astringency 


early-ripening grape varietal, Mer- 
lot can be picked when just-ripe 
to retain more acidity which is 


more luscious fruit style. 
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: Merlot is well-known for its easiness, 
: asa stand-alone and in combination with 
: food. Juicy, jammy Merlot that is low in 


tannin can accompany hard-to-pair spicy 
dishes and appetizers, like bacon-wrapped 


: scallops. And Merlot can be paired with 


any type of meat dish—pulled-pork ta- 


} cos always comes to mind—pastas, any- 
beneficial for aging or picked : 


a bit over-ripe to capture the : 


thing of the sort. 
So really, what is it about this varietal 


: that makes certain people turn their 
Old World producers love this : 


early-ripening grape as it softens : 


nose up? We live in a fashion and pop- 
culture-influenced world and Merlot 


So really, what is it aheitt this varietal that iaalane 
certain people turn their nose up? We live ina 


fashion and pop-culture-influenced world and 
Merlot went through some varietal terrorization in 


the movie Sideways. 


along the Gironde Estuary. These wines 


come in a variety of styles, but are known 
: for their black grapes and black fruit domi- 
: nation, which the name Merlot is derived 
: from, meaning "young blackbird.” 


new look! 


100% Fresh. 100% Organic. : 


12120 Jasper Avenue > 


: went through some varietal terrorization 
+ in the movie Sideways: "No, if anyone or- 
= ders Merlot, I'm leaving. | am not drinking 
; any fucking Merlot!" It's hard to imagine 


this movie actually affecting sales, but it 


: did—Merlot sales decreased, Pinot Noir 
: sales increased. To counteract Sideways 
+ was the 2009 release of Merlove: "The 
: message of Merlove is that no single 
= grape varietal should be singled out as 
! superior or inferior to others." So spread 
> some Merlove. W 
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- OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
- 510 LUNCH SPECIALS 
- CHECK OUR ONLINE MENU 


DID YOU KNOW? 


‘When making a stew, you should add at 
least three wine corks to the pot, Wine 
corks release naturaland harmless enzymes 
that tenderize meat and reduce cooking 
time by almost half. Reducing the cooking 
time means your vegetables will be crisper 
and seem fresher. Of course, when you've 
finished cooking, discard the corks, 
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- FAMILY DINING 
- AUTHENTIC LATIN MENU 
- SUNDAY SPECIALS 


Get Your Kilt Out! 


for our 2nd annual 


obbie Burns 
Nateh Das 


Join us ina salute to 
the Scottish Bard. 
Learn, taste and enjoy 
eight scotch whiskies 
paired with a selection 
of appetizers, 


Jan. 25,2010 
7:00 - 9:00pm 
Aligra Wine & Spirits 
Entrance 58 - Main Level 
West Edmonton Mall 


RSVP by Jan. 21, 2010 to 
info@aligrawineandspirits.com } 
or 780-483-1083 
Space is limited. 


Reserve early to avoid 
disappointment. 
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PLANCT ORGANIC 


R IK 


Edmonton North 


780-452-4921 


Planet Organic Market sells only 100% certified organic produce, as well 
as all-natural groceries, organic meats, fair trade coffee and chocolates. 
The store also features all-natural supplements, and personal-care products. 


Edmonton South 


7917 - 104 Street + 780-433-6807 


www.planetorganic ca 
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White science 


Inside Canada's avalanche "think tank" 


JEREMY DERKSEN 
// JEREMY @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
lya Storm stands and stares out the 
second-floor window of the Cana- 
dian Avalanche Centre in downtown 
Revelstoke, British Columbia, ponder- 
ing the large, dry snowflakes accu- 
mulating heavily on rooftops, trucks 
and street signs. Tall and lanky, with 
a salted black beard and a thick red 
down jacket, he looks like some hybrid 
of professor and mountain guide. 

Which is kind of appropriate. At the mo- 
ment, he's trying to reconcile multiple 
data and field observations into an accu- 
rate prediction of avalanche safety for the 
South Columbia/Kootenay region. 

The walls are plastered with maps of 
various BC mountain ranges. In front 
of him lies a table scattered with paper 
printouts, a mouse and keyboard and 
a large projection screen displaying 
the latest data. 

Outside, a front is definitely blowing 
in. Storm's colleague, Mark Bender, 
sits silent in a chair beside the win- 
dow, brooding on his own notes. “I 
don't know about you,” Storm says, 
"but I'm scared.” 

Storm and Bender have just got- 
ten off the phone with an Environ- 
ment Canada meteorologist, who 
had briefed them on details of the 
storm system passing through the 
region. Something about the way 
she mixed in words like “probably” 
and "hopefully," says Storm, has 
him worrying that snowfall might 
exceed predictions, leading to a 
high avalanche danger cycle. 

The CAC's avalanche bulletins from 
the previous day had already set the 
risk as “considerable” for treeline and 
alpine regions. But with some added 
precipitation and wind loading on a 
persistent weak layer, or "PWL," things 
could change quickly. 

If that happens, Storm says, "All 


bets are off." 


For perspective, there's nothing like 
being in the eye of the storm. The 
mountains surrounding Revelstoke 
average 18 metres annual snowfall, 
making it a popular base for touring 
of all kinds. 

The CAC building sits just off a park 
ing lot on Mackenzie Ave, Revelstoke's 
main street, behind the twin griz- 
zly statues guarding the entrance to 
downtown. It has a benignly pleasant 
exterior with vines growing up taupe 
walls. A rectangular storefront sign 
hangs above the door and on the side 
of the building a square, billboard- 
style logo—two cascading, parallel 
white lines on a red background. 


The reception area has several racks 
of avalanche-education books and 
materials, promotional T-shirts and a 
display case. Beyond the reception the 
main floor looks rather bare—save for 
the large cannon. 

The Avalauncher, asit’s known, is used 
in avalanche control to propel large tor- 
pedoes to inaccessible targets. It sits in 
the centre of the floor, a reminder of 
just how powerful human impact can 
be in the mountains. 

In the cloistered quiet, the Avalaunch 
er speaks silent volumes. If I close my 
eyes I can imagine that deep "whumpf, 
the explosive aftershock and the moun 
tains shaking beneath my skis as snow 
rumbles down a nearby slope. 

Though the CAC is relatively new it has 


had a significant impact. The centre, a 
non-government, non-profit entity, was 
founded in 2004, Since that time it has 
filled a critical void in national public 
safety services to a growing demograph- 
ic of mountain users. In addition to the 
Revelstoke office, the CAC has a North 
Shore (Vancouver) satellite office and an 
independent affiliate in Quebec. 

Avalanche bulletins are the primary 
public information product the CAC 
releases on a daily basis to alert back- 
country travellers of mountain hazards, 
but they are far from the CAC’s only ef- 
fort. In addition to daily forecasts, the 
CAC administers public awareness ef- 
forts, coordinates training programs 
and supports snow science research. 

Its website, avalanche.ca, is a key 


SlELIEGT| 


w 
z 
re} 
N 
= 
fe) 
z 
wv 


Jasper in January 


CTT Th 


reference for many avalanche profes 
sionals and backcountry recreational 
ists. All told, the value of aggregating 
and repackaging the raw snow data fo; 
broad consumption has been estimated 
in the millions of dollars annually. 

Many guides and backcountry users 
seek out this information—in particu- 
lar, the bulletins—as a source of infor- 
mation for pre-trip planning. To Storm, 
this is invaluable. 

"By the time somebody's in the park- 
ing lot, a lot of dominoes have fallen,” 
he says. "The most important decision a 
skier makes might be in the living room 
that morning.” 

Which puts all the more pressure on 
Storm and his CAC colleagues to as- 
sess and convey the potential dangers 
to the broadest possible audience. Un- 
informed or uneducated backcountry 
users can put both themselves and oth- 
ers at risk. Though the CAC can't and 
shouldn't be held responsible for indi 
viduals' personal choices, "it's hard not 
to take every accident as a sign of fail 
ure,” wrote the CAC operations manag 
er John Kelly in an article published in 
Vue Weekly's December 24, 2009 issue 

Unfortunately, Storm grudgingly ac 
knowledges, “Fatality data is some of 
the best we have.” 


Prediction is delicate work, and pre 
dicting avalanches is particularly tricky 
As former US president George Bush }1 
might say, there are known knowns 
known unknowns and unknown un 
knowns. Weather and climate vari 
ables, humidity levels, layer character 
istics, terrain, slope aspect and humar 
agency can all change snowpack traits 
by the hour or subtly over weeks, mak 
ing it difficult to detect patterns or pre 
dict responses. 

Even were forecasters to monitor ever 
slope face in the mountains onan hour! 
basis, they couldn't guarantee 100 pe 
cent accuracy. There's no way to predi: 
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vi the office with their 
Sela. A forecast ses- 
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from. government telemetry stations, 
meteorological reports and snowfall 
trends. They also examine field obser- 
vations collected from hundreds of na- 
tional park wardens and commercial 
guides working for backcountry tour- 
ing, cat and heli operations through 
a system called InfoEX. Finally, they 
track recreational user reports from 
the general public. 

The standard morning agenda is 
to develop forecasts for each of nine 
alpine regions covering substantial 
parts of BC and spilling into Alberta— 
South Coast, North Columbia, South 
Columbia, Kootenay Boundary, South 
Rockies, Northwest BC, North Shore, 
North Rockies and Bighorn Country. 

Beyond the immensity of the task, 
the rationale behind having multiple 
forecasters at every session is to make 
"diverse, group decisions,” says Storm. 
Most of the forecasters have advanced 
degrees in addition to journeyman 
experience in the field. Storm, for 
example, has a master's in geography 
with a concentration in snow science. 
Given the wide range of expertise that 


Allan Creek 


y pot 
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ngs to avalanche safety 

ion, he characterizes the 


As ey. assess each region, Storm, 
Bender and Campbell debate different 
concerns, look up data on the fly and 
reference historic and current trends 
to reach agreement on danger ratings 
and the messaging that will go into 
each bulletin. 

When conditions look unstable or 
the forecasters are having a particu- 
larly hard time getting an accurate 
picture of an area—as happens to be 
the case during my visit—they will 
call in outside expertise for addi- 
tional information. The CAC is one of 
the few independent organizations 
that has a direct line to Environment 
Canada meteorological services. 

For all the intellectual rigour and 
the intense scrutiny of scientific 
data, though, Storm admits that 
sometimes forecasters have to work 
onintuition. After years of backcoun- 
try guiding, he explains, you start to 
subconsciously recognize trends be- 
fore they become obvious. 

On this particular day, several areas 
that were rated “considerable” danger 
graduate up the scale to "high" danger, 
which means that both human and 
natural avalanches are likely. Having 
reached a decision, Storm, Bender and 
Campbell divide up the task of writing 
the bulletins and then disperse. 


Over the next few hours, the fore- 
casters will distill their findings into 
concise descriptions of conditions 
across the various mountain ranges, 
with messages on travel decisions, 
route finding and warning signs. A 
standard line during high-risk times 


Clemina Creek 


Chappell Creek 


Keyhole 


Westridge Family Loop 


is to warn against travel “unless you 
have professional level training and 
safety systems.” 

Very rarely will the centre advocate 
no travel whatsoever. Their purpose is 
to promote smart travel: with the right 
training and experience, users can 
consult the bulletins and make their 
own decisions. It's all about "manag- 
ing the uncertainty" of winter travel 
conditions in the mountains. 

With proper precautions, says Storm, 
there can be "recreationalists out 
there having a grand old time, doing 
everything right" even during times of 
significant risk—a message that often 
gets lost in traditional media reports 
sensationalizing fatality incidents. 

Exposure to risk is a personal 
choice, but for those who choose to 
travel in avalanche territory there 
are ways to mitigate that exposure. 
That's where the CAC comes in, ne- 
gotiating the shifting balance be- 
tween human choice, awareness and 
backcountry safety. The known, and 
the unknown, 

Forecasters like Storm are under no il- 
lusions. They know that the work they 
do is just the beginning, one window 
into the great expanse of the moun- 
tains. Peering out at the thickly bian- 
keted town of Revelstoke, Storm shrugs. 
"Usually, (forecasting is] analytical," he 
says, "but sometimes you have to go 
with your gut.” W 
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Groundhog Day 
The daily cycle of one mountain town in the Rockies 


CASEY BLAIS 
// CASEY @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ith hours yet to go until the sun 
rises in Jasper and begins warm- 
ing the freezing mountain air, Charlene 
~ Milne, an HR supervisor at Marmot Ba- 
sin and sometime bus driver, turns over 
the engine of the staff bus. 

As it rumbles to life, breaking the si- 
lence and stillness of morning with the 
sound of steel, so begins another win- 
try day in Jasper. Within half an hour, 
the first wave of staff members will be 
picked up from town and shuttled to the 
hill to begin the job of readying Marmot 
for visitors. 

It is the beginning of a daily cycle for 
Marmot that will continue with few 
changes until the snow begins to melt 
away for good and another ski season 
comes to a close. It's also the symbolic 
start to a day in the life of a rocky moun- 
tain ski town, since the hill's rhythm has 
such a major impact on the town of Jas- 
per during the winter. 

While a day in the life ofa Rocky Moun- 
tain ski town is no small feat to capture 
in words, especially in a town as diverse 
as Jasper, whose ‘major industries in- 
clude tourism and hospitality, Parks 
Canada and the railway among others, 

it's safe to aed that the early gems COMMON SIGHTINGS >> A snowboarder uses his thumb to catch a lift up to the hill // casey Blais 
hours, both in town and at the hill, area 
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time of preparation. 
Those working on the hill to prepare 
for the arrival of the public will be out 
by 7 am checking snow pits or trigger- 
ing avalanches if needed in order to 
make the area safe when the skiers and 
boarders eventually arrive. 

in town, servers and cooks from the 
many restaurants that serve breakfast 
are some of the first to begin the day. 
After having to skirt by a herd of elk 
camped out on someone's front lawn, 
staff at many hotel restaurants arrive 
in time to greet "good night" to those 
who've just fihished their night audit 
shift in the hotels. By 7 am, most res- 
taurants and cafes that serve breakfast 
will be open, ready to handle any pa- 
trons wanting to be at the hill before 
the first lift at 9 arm. 


Any shops renting gear will be open by 


8 am, ready to outfit anyone in need of 
skis, boots or boards. Once a customer's 
equipment needs are met, it's then a 
matter of making sure they can enjoy 
the day by giving them advice on runs 
that match their ability. "We don't want 
to send somebody up to their demise on 
the Knob if they're a beginner,” joked To- 
tem Ski Shop manager Victor Vassallo. 

It's no coincidence either that the town 
of Jaspercomes to life so early: it'sa town 
which caters to visitors who have only a 
limited amount of time to spend. "Lo- 
cals can go [skiing] for an hour or two, 
but people who come from Edmonton 
need to take advantage of a full day,” says 
Jasper’s Nancy Green ski coach, Patrice 
Fortin. "With the drive, the rentals and 
the skiing, it's a lot of time to invest. You 
want to use the whole day.” 

Locals enjoy the luxury of being able 
to work and then ski in their off hours; 
those same servers and cooks who 
started early are finished by noon and 
can still enjoy a few hours on the hill. 
Conversely, those who work jobs at 
night often have the entire day to play, 
which means banking a lot of hill time. 
"Working and skiing is the best of both 
worlds,” affirms Fortin. 


As the day moves onward to mid- 
morning, operations at the ski hill are 
into full swing: the lift operators have 
moved to their assigned lifts, those in 
ticket sales are manning the windows 
and the Snow Sports School and nurs- 
ery are also underway. For many of the 
staff, it's then just a matter of waiting 
till they can get out onto the mountain 
on their hour-long ride breaks. 

Back in town, the Marmot ski shuttle 
makesit way from hotel to hotel through- 
out the day picking up both tourists and 
locals. Another common method of 
reaching ‘the hill for some locals is to 
hitch from the far west end of town, rely- 
ing on the generosity of strangers to get 
them to the hill. Depending on the day, it 
can be a fairly frequent activity. 

The downtown business district of 
Jasper remains fairly busy throughout 
the day. As Vassallo points out, people 
come to Jasper for more than just the 
downhill skiing. There are people who 
want to rent snow shoes or cross-coun- 
try skis, and then there are those who 
just want to spend their time wander- 
ing around downtown looking at the 
mountains and shops. “It kinda gives 
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us a good flow [in the shop] throughout 
the day,” Vassallo says. 

As late afternoon approaches, opera- 
tions at the hill begin to wind down. 
The staff bus and the Marmot ski shut- 
tle begin making trips to town taking 
people back to their homes or hotels. 
By 4 pm the lifts have shut down for 
another day. Shortly after that the ski 
patrol spreads out across the moun- 
tain calling out, "Ski patrol ... last run 
... Clear the hill,” as they make their way 
down the mountain. 

Patrol leader Dave Gibson, Jr. explains, 
“It gives us enough daylight hours to 
make sure everyone has made it off the 
mountain.” 

Once the public is off the hill, it's the 
groomers’ turn to dance. By 4:30 pm, 
the groomers have fired up and are be- 
ginning to prepare the mountain for 
the next day. By 2 am, 20 to 25 runs will 
have been groomed, along with all the 
beginner terrain in the lower area and 
the slow zones. 

While activity on the hill slows to 
a minimum once the lifts have shut 
down, things in town begin to pick 
up again as people have arrived back 
from their chosen activity, shower and 
rest, and head out looking for food and 
drink. The wide selection of pubs, res- 
taurants and bars in town enhances the 
aprés-ski culture. 

"Pubs are really important because 
drink-wise and food-wise, the differ- 
ent pubs around town always have 
different specials going on,” says Rico 
Damota, manager for the De'd Dog Bar 
and grill, a popular gathering spot for 
many locals, 

As it gets later into the evening, and 
work finishes for the day, many locals 
will often head off to their own favou- 
rite watering holes, of which there's 
no shortage. 

With so much choice and so much to 
do, it’s easy for the night to roll into the 
day in a place like Jasper, and it some- 
times does, As it turns out, a day in the 
life of Jasper doesn't really have an end, 
the daily cycle beginning again. WV 
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Gibson's landing 


Running Marmot Basin is a real family affair 


Many ski resorts claim to be “family* orient- 5 
ed. But how many can claim an entire clan, : 


spanning two generations, on staff? 

ft all started when Dave Gibson 
made the move to Banff in 1975. 
Bom in Kingston, ON, Gibson 
developed a taste for the moun- 
tains after several trips to Banff 
and Whistler as a young man, 
and decided he would head 
West seeking work. 

Soon after he arrived in Banff he 
landed a job as a ski school instructor 


at Sunshine Village. It was there he met his : 


wife-to-be, Debbie, a fellow ski instructor. 


It didn't take long for his talents to shine. = 
After only five years he was promoted to VP : 
of Operations. In 1986 a new opportunity : 
arose and Dave, Debbie and their infant chil- : 
dren Dave Jr. and Megan moved to Jasper ‘ 


FROM A WOOD-FIRED OVEN 
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where he took on the GM and COO posi- : 
tions at Marmot Basin. "I was at a stage in : 
= my career where | needed to be in charge of : 
it all or | was going to do something : 
different." Currently Dave is the : 
President and CEO of Marmot, : 


a position he's held since 1989. 


? you get bored, there's always something dif- : 
> ferent going on.” : 

The only way the family got to see much : 
of dad was to go up to the mountain. Ev- : 
ery weekend (and every opportunity in be- : 
tween) there was always time for dad to go : 


When your career is the : 
mountains, finding family time : 
can be a challenge. Working : 
weekends is important to Dave : 
because those are the busy times : 
so he opts to stay home on slower : 
weekdays instead. "There isn't a day where : 


for a couple of runs. 


at Marmot six years ago Dave told them, 
"This will be the biggest roller coaster of 
your life." 


When the new ownership group took over : 
> now she is back working in Marmot's mar- : 
: keting and communications department. : 
: Dave says, “That girl can sell ice to an Es- 
: kimo. We're lucky to have her back." 

The last member of the family to join : 


: Growing up on the mountain gave the kids : 


an opportunity to appreciate all it had to of- 
fer. By the age of 14, Dave Jr. was working 


years as an avalanche technician. He is cur- 


the public in addition to patrol work, he has 
: been a volunteer fireman in Jasper for the 
past five years. 

Megan started her career in the Mar- 


summers clearing brush and painting. At 18 : 
he joined the ski patrol, followed by several : 
> became the fourth Gibson to come on 
board. Her talent for stylés, colour and : 
recognizing the store's primary niche is : 
: the "Il forgot it market" have steadily in- 
: creased sales. 


rently in his second year as the ski patrol di- : 
rector. Dave Jr. clearly has a passion to serve : 


mot Basin marketing department. After ; 
two years the glamorous slopes of Whis- : 


: tler beckoned her with a position as an 
: international sales rep. After two years : 
: she moved into a position with VIA rail : 
: in Vancouver. 
: Soon she was setting up the Snow Train : 
: from Edmonton to Jasper, an activity that : 
: connected her back with Marmot and the : 


rest of the gang. It didn't take long and 


: the Marmot Basin team was mom. Deb- : 
: bie is a retired nurse and shop owner in : 
Jasper. Three years ago when the Marmot : 


retail store owner didn't return, Debbie 


: the daily-trek up the mountain as well 
Dave thinks that Blaze has the most impor 
tant position: "He's the meet and greete, 
: for the guests." 

Interestingly enough, none of the family 
members drive up the hill together. Thei- 
hours are so different, car pooling with each 
: other doesn't work. Except for Blaze: a coin 
toss usually sets him up with a driver. 

Of them all, Megan has the best ride She 
: has a suite up in the mid-mountain chalet 
: Every morning she skis to work; this year it's 
already 56 days and counting. 

Dave's involvement in the ski industry 
doesn't stop at Marmot. Since 1982 he has 
: been amember of the Canada West Ski A; 
: eas Association (CWSAA) and is current! 
: onhis second stint as the chairman. 

"The industry has been good to me and thi 
is a way of giving back and saying thanks 
Ninety-two ski areas are members and |r. 


: sure that Dave's 35 years in the industry, 
: : provide great guidance. 

: As if that weren't enough, there is a fifth : 
member to the team, although he's not on 
the payroll Blaze, the family dog, makes : 


"Working together on the mountain j; 
; much more than a job. This is a passion and 
it's a great experience for us all" W 


IT’S ABOUT THE BEER 


chicken ° ribs * salad * vegetarian dishes * souvlaki * donair 
: Our goal is tocreate the highest quality beer possible. The best ingredients and time 
tested recipes produce fresh, modern beers that are enjoyed by everyone. 
IT’S ABOUT THE FOOD 
Good beer deserves good food. Our chefs prepare “local fusion csisme” with a 
southern twist from quality Canadian ingredients. 

624 Connaught | 780.8524 


pownstre 


am 


Great daily #® nightly specials 
Games room # Rooftop patio 
Free delivery 


Open daily lam @ lipm 


Call for winter hours 
1-888-744-3113 & N° 402 Connaught # 


in Jasper 


JASPER’S FINEST PUBLIC HOUSE & VENUE , 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE CUISINE 
A REAL LOCAL FAVORITE 
NEWLY RENOVATED 


Live Music 


and Dance Club 
in the Mountains! 


& 10% OFF FOOD WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE O® 
BEVERAGE WITH FOOD PURCHASE, LIMIT OF ONE COUPON PER: 
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


614 Patricia Street 780.852.6262 | ———_@ | 
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FRIENDS 


Nestled at’ the Yordst's edge within the town of Jayper, our location 


provides conventent acces to local amenities and the town centre 


/ 
WW olfer a4 variety of accommodations from cozy cottages to spacious 


(based on 2 adults plus taxes) 


days of skiing and” fights of Whistlers Inn - 
accommodation and si af el 
a Kokanee welcome package whistlerinn.com 


Jasper 


in January! 


A Festival of Fun! 
x January 16-31 


ve 


suites, featuring welcoming Re hy Mountain decor, luxurious duvets 


and comfortable heds. 


Whirlpecl/Saun a* Fireplacey/K ite henett “hh! Pry ate bedro ome ay: ail able 


7 
| 


TEULS 
= 
S 1/5 Dinner Special | 


Ce Aas yl BOof Utne 


y= © 
LC Veruld la WY) DDS 


if 
| uf § 5-Tpm happy hour at the wine har 


| > of ) ONG oe htt (- ay 
From January 16 - 31 we celebrate the 21st Annual Jasper in S. : > | restaurant 2 Shs Breabfs ee 


January Festival with all kinds of events, discounted lift ticket Daily Lunch Specials 


¢ 


; : 2 | 
rates and great savings on local accommodation. Don't miss ABD > 
z “a — c Os “yeeored C 
any of the action and come join us in Jasper for our annual wane sete www.papageorgesrestaurant.com | 
Festival of Fun! TScEU-PRRIADIAMIROGHIES | 404 Connaught Drive, Jasper | 


x a 780-852-3351 | 
jo%o OD 780-852-3351 | 


Way ¥ 


} f \ ) i Ni a 
ahee" sper 
° ae 
Beat the Winter Blues Package | “ 
Bed & 5 + Midweek Package eer. oT, 
Lo May 33 mA | WIGW Cer 
=e \ Mi 2 night winter gelaway 
Best | $64.95-+1ax/person/night* 
| includes breakfast 
» | ester j : & dinner 
WY Se ee each person each day 
Jasper Inn & Suites until April 29th 2010 | 
1.800.661.1933 (holidays excluded) nd 
www.bestwesternjasperinn.com | — *based on aoe pee Ieee RAO EANADA | 
UES WS any NY) , * | oe a rs naa ae 
ome 4 _ peo www.astoriahotel.com 
N —S' | 
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3 snow conditions report aS : ciplines. If interested, contact Jasper Tourism, where a mere $25 
\ 


CARVING FOR GOLD : per team gets you registered. 
Last weekend, Canada's Jasey-Jay Anderson added another gold : 

XS Local 

x RaBBIT HILL « 60cm base. \ 


medal to Canada's count on the LG Snowboard FIS World Cup : 
Snow VALLEY « 60cm base. 4 lifts and 9 runs open. 


SS 
: LOUISE CARRIES A TORCH 


On Thursday, January 21, the Olympic torch will be making a 
memorable stop at Lake Louise. Long-time resort owner 
Charlie Locke will be bearing the flame to the moun. 
tain. A celebration highlight will be a Torchlight Din. 
ner, where participants will ski or snowboard down 
the mountain with the torch, followed by photo op- 
portunities with the flame and a sumptuous dinner 
with live music and dancing. 
For that day, Lake Louise is offering discounted lift 


Tour in Parallel Giant Slalom (PGS) at Kreischberg, Austria. It was 
Anderson's 26th career win. On the ladies side, Canada's Alexa 
Loo finished in second position. This silver medal for Loo 
was her best-ever result on the FIS World Cup Tour. 
"This day was so good for all of us. It all just came 
together for me," said Loo. 

Considering the Olympics are just around the 
corner, it's a great time for these two to be peak- 
ing. Thirty-four-year-old Anderson will be competing 
in his fourth Olympics. Having been a four-time World 
Champion on the tour, he would Love nothing better than tickets for $55 and Parks Canada is even into the Spirit 
avenging some unfortunate results at past Olympics. waiving entry fees into Banff National Park. If you need a place 
Four years ago in Italy he finished 20th in the PGS and fifthin the : to stay, try the West Louise Lodge, Lake Louise Inn and Chateau 
boardercross. For Loo, who is 37, this may be her last opportunity : Lake Louise. All three are offering big discounts for the night. 
to better a 20th place finish in Italy. 


Xe Sun RIDGE « 60cm base. 7 lifts and 14 runs open\ 
EDMONTON SKI CLUB « Open. 


Alberta 
Canapa OLyMPic Park « 6 lifts and 7 runs open. 
CASTLE MOUNTAIN « 63-95cm base. Ocm of new snow. 


LAKE LOUISE « 99-130cm base, 39cm new 
snow. 9 lifts and 127 runs open. 


MARMOT BASIN « 120cm base, 12cm of 
new snow. 7 lifts and 20 runs open. 


Mr. Norquay « 90cm base, 6cm new snow. 23 runs open. CHILLIN’, PART 2: ICE, ICE BABY 
Copious amounts of snow and cooler weather have given Jasper 
: in January organizers and participating retailers an opportunity 
: to spruce up for the event. At the main west entrance to town 
visitors driving in are welcomed by a large snow sign bearing 
the famous Jasper In January slogan. ; 
A little further down the road, in front of the Sawridge Con 
ference Centre, numerous ice sculptures line the entrance. Be- 
side the sculptures an outdoor fire pit and free hot chocolate 
provide warmth for onlookers. 
The ice theme doesn't stop in town: up at Marmot Basin's mid- 


NAKISKA « 45-82cm base. 54 runs open. 


SUNSHINE VILLAGE « 126cm base, 7cm of 
new snow. 12 lift and 100 runs open. 


TAWATINAW « Open. 
KINOSOO RIDGE « 53cm base. 10 runs and 3 lifts open. 
WETASKIWIN SKI CLUB + Open. 


MIsERY MOUNTAIN = Open. 


CHILLIN' IN JASPER 
Every year there are new and exciting activities added to the Jas- : mountain Paradise Chalet, some pretty creative staff have cre- 
per in January lineup. This year is no different, and for the hardy : ated an outdoor ice bar. Skiers and boarders can cozy up for a 


NITEHAWK « Open. 


B.C. 


APEX « 155cm base, 14cm of new snow. 
3 lifts and 67 runs open. 


: shooter or cold beverage. 
All of these creations were put together in cooler weather 


ones it should be quite exhilarating. 
If you are up to it, head for Old Fort Point at noon on January 24, : 
where you can register and then take the plunge starting at 1pm. : and I'm hoping that this week's warm spell doesn't prematurely 
The Bear's Paw Bakery will be accepting pre-registrations as well : melt them away. One thing is for certain, ice is not something 
and you may want to pick up an extra large java before you go and : that can be found anywhere else on the hill. 
freeze your kahoonies. : | can't remember the last time Marmot Basin had such amaz- 
Another new event this year is the Jasper Pentathlon on Sat- : ing conditions. Almost 300 cm of snow has fallen on the slopes 
urday, January 23. Your team of five participants can compete in his year. Not a seasonal record yet but already more than all 
running, snowshoeing, skating, biking and cross-country skiing dis- : of last year. W 


New Years Sale 


for the month of January 


- 
¢ 20% 
F OFF 


Boards, boots, & bindings 


Bic WHITE « 176cm base, 32cm of new 
snow. 15 lifts and 117 runs open. 


FERNIE « 204cm base, 12cm of new 
snow. 9 lifts and 112 runs open. 


KicKING HORSE »« 148cm base, 17cm of new snow. 


KIMBERLEY « 112cm base, ocm of new 
snow. 5 lifts and 58 runs open 


MT. WASHINGTON « 244cm base, 6cm 
of new snow. 50 runs open 


PANORAMA « 46-97cm base, 12cm of new 
snow. 9 lifts and 119 runs open. 


POWDER KING « 241cm base, 19cm 
of new snow. 23 runs open. 


RED MOUNTAIN « 151cm base, 22cm of 
new snow. 6 lifts and 88 runs open 


REVELSTOKE « 187cm base, 41cm of new 
snow. 4 lifts and 52 runs open. 


SILVER STAR « 113-147cm base, 25cm of 
new snow. 11 lifts and 108 runs 


SuN PEAKS « 103-126cm base, 6cm of new 
snow. 10 lifts and 122 runs open. 


WHISTLER/ BLACKCOMB + 240cm base, 38cm of new snow. 


WHITE WATER » 212cm base, 38cm of new snow. 


U.S.A. 

49 NoRTH » 110-195cm base. 3 lifts and 71 runs open. 
Bic Sky « 89-132cm base. 19 lifts and 150 runs open. 
CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN « 95cm base, 10cm of new snow. 
GREAT DIVIDE «89cm base, 30cm of new snow. 
LooxKourT PAss »« 116-198cm base, 2cm of new snow. 
Mt. SPOKANE « 76-142cm base. 4 lifts and 44 runs 
SCHWEITZER MT. « 106-165cm base, Ocm of new snow. 
SILVER MT. RESORT « 63-137cm base, Ocm of new snow. 


OK OK OK CK ke Ok OK A ok TK He OK TK eo oe eK OK Oe ooo ook oe oe ok ok ok ok 


SUN VALLEY « 71-119cm base. 8cm of new snow. 


oie All conditions accurate as of January 13, 2010. 


Go to SNOWZONE.CA to find web 
exclusive stories, links to resorts, and 
up-to-the-minute nordic conditions. 
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Store Hours 
Mon, Tues 
Wed-Fri 

Sat 
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PREVUE // CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL 


Expanding horizons 


and 


The Canoe Festival promises theatregoers fresh types of performance 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


really only stating the obvious to point 
that Edmontonians are blessed with 
a bevy of theatrical options. Between a 
mainstage season that sees some seven 
companies produce upwards of 30 shows 
a year, as well as a smattering of indepen- 
dently produced shows, two major theatre 
programs pumping-out productions and 
and a handful of summer festi- 
vals, including the still-biggest-in-North- 
America Fringe, it’s a rare weekend in the 
city that doesn't see a play opening, if not 
two or three (or 150). 

But for the sheer plenty of theatre in our 
town, there isn't scads of diversity in how 
it's actually presented. Perhaps because of 
the phenomenal success of conventional 
theatre, the Edmonton dramatic diet tends 
to be fairly meat and potatoes, even if in 
our case that’s usually filet mignon and a 
roasted-garlic-and-chives mash. Still, as 
any gourmand knows, it's always nice to 
broaden your palate. 

"We've become very self-sufficient, and 
we're able to do excellent theatre without 
ctoss-pollination,” explains Michael Clark, 
artistic director at Workshop West and cu- 
rator of their upcoming Canoe Festival, 
dedicated to expanding the horizons of 
theatrical practice for both artists and au- 
diences in Edmonton. "There's all kinds of 


HOPSCOTCH >> A GOOD F. 


stuff that doesn't happen here. And I'll say 
it again, I love the theatre in this town, but 
it's pretty straight up." 

Now entering its third year, the Canoe 
Festival is devoted to producing works 
from both home and abroad that are de- 


Old versus new 


A Good Fall examines the conflicts of the immigrant life 


Each of the stories in'Ha Jin's A Good Fall : 
(Pantheon, $29.95) feature Chinese or : 
Chinese-American characters living, work- : 


ing or visiting relatives in Flushing, a 
part of Queens with a large Asian 
population. Each concerns the 
struggles of immigrant life, 
with work, language, money 
and status. Many touch on 
writing and academic life, 
which was what brought Jin 
to the US—he first came to 
study at Brandeis back in 1985 
and eventually resolved not only to 


Stay but to write in English after Tianan- : 
men Square. These stories sparkle with : 
intimate knowledge of a very particular : 
milieu. The reader feels immersed in a : 
world rather than hosted. Things are de- : 
scribed rather than explained. Jin, most : 
famous for his novel Waiting, which won : 
the 1999 National Book Award, crafts : 


Prose that is spare, unimposing and 


above all clear, the words of a writer who 5 
refuses to take his facility with words for : 


Cc 


granted. Indeed, it’s difficult to imagine : 


what Jin's work would have been like 


had he not began writing in English—the = 
rigour one's urged to employ when us- : 
ing an adopted language is indistin- : 
guishable from the rigour that : 


defines Jin's style, which uses 


thenticity. 
stories in A Good Fall, so many 


between nostalgia and reinvention that 
lies at the heart of immigrant experience 
| think about the way Jin conjures differ- 
ent kinds of distance. In the brief, open- 
ing, sketch-like story “The Bane of the In- 
ternet," a young waitress is being coerced 
by a sister still living in their Sichuan vil- 


lage to lend her a huge sum of money to : 
buy a fancy and unnecessary car. "lused : 
? to believe that in the United States you 


could always reshape your relationships 


with the people back home ... but the In- = 


stiltedness and transparency : 
eevweco™. as methods of heightening au- : 


When | think through the : 


of them grounded in the conflict : 


cidedly off-kilter. At times that can mean 
simply an unconventional story, but more 
often it's a unique way to tell a story, a dif- 
ferent way to experience theatre than the 
stylistically sedate process of a writer giv- 
ingsomething toa director who puts some 


Wingfield's Lost 


‘ound 


actors on a stage in front of the audience. 
And while most of the theatre is enjoyable 
purely in its own right, Clark admits that 
one ofhis main goalsisto show Edmonton 
what's out there, to prod and poke the city 
to think about theatre in different ways. 
"We don't have a benefit of a High Per- 
formance Rodeo or a Push festival to bring 
the weird-ass ideas of what's going on to 
our town,” he says animatedly, "Anything 
that's living continues to grow, and the- 
atre practice has changed a lot. Edmonton 
theatre is fabulous, but it's not as diverse 
as what theatre practice is out there. Ifyou 
were to look at Vancouver, Vancouver is 
a national and international powerhouse 
because there are a variety of companies 
that are producing diverse, really diverse, 
theatre in all kinds of different ways.” 


A brief look at this year’s line-up will give 
you a solid idea of what kinds of diversity 
Clark is talking about. Locally, there's the 
living marionettedramaof Grumplestock's, 
the poetry-tango hybrid of Blood Opera 
and the site-specific, physically reimag- 
ined take on Hedda Gabler at Rutherford 
House. From away, Clark has brought in 
the comedic technical gymnastics of Nova 
Scotia's Lauchie, Liza & Rory, the scientific 
explanations of Dedicated to the Revolutions 
and, one of the most unique shows to ever 
come through Edmonton, Etiquette, a Brit- 
ish production that involves nothing more 


? liousness when, despite his falling in 
: love with an older woman, he realizes 


ternet has spoiled everything—my fam- : 
; ily is able to get hold of me whenever : 
they like. They might as well live nearby.” : 
This sentiment is echoed in a more sub- : 
stantial, emotionally complex tale called : 
"Temporary Love,” in which two married a 
= Chinese who have secretly lived together : 
in the US while their spouses remain : 
back home must finally break up. One of : 
: these lovers feels oppressed when "the : 
weight of the two families, despite the : 
distance of an ocean and a continent, : 
came back to her all of asudden. She was : 
= still young, yet when she thought of her : 
: Enemies," there isn't any choice to be 


family she felt aged ... * 


: he could never marry her because she's : 
: infertile and he couldn't bear to disap 
? point his family’s expectation that he : 
: have grandchildren. The needs of the 


individual are in constant conflict with 
those of the family and of cultural tra- 
dition, yet the choices available to Jin's 
characters are rarely so clearly divided 
by US or Chinese stereotypes. Most of 


these characters are exiles, sometimes : 


in a literal sense, almost always in 
the sense that their moral foundation 


has fallen away from them, and their : 


various longings, their urges and am 


bitions, are unmoored from what now : 


looks like the simpler dictates of their 
past. In some cases, such as that of the 


grumbling grandparents in "Children as ; 
: morning—"Outside, the drizzle swayed 


: made at all—the characters are stuck 


In other stories jin proves surpris- : 


ingly sly in his evocation of the dis- : 
tance that exists between cultures and : 
their lingering ideologies. In "Choice," : 
a young student named Dave, who is ; 
established early in the story as uncon-*: 
cerned with his parents’ unhappiness : 
with his career choice, is only gradually : 
confronted with the limits of his rebel- : 


This sort of story lacks tension, but it's 


hardly a chore to dip into It for the 10 : 


or so pages Jin uses to carefully paint : 
: writes so vividly about living with this 


his portraits. 


Many of the strongest tales here, such : 
as "Temporary Love" and “An English : 
Professor,” which concerns an aging aca- : 
? demic whose career has been mangled : 
by politics and who decides to stay il : 


Arts Reviews 


Find reviews of past theatre, dance and 
visual arts shows on our website. 
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than two people and four headphones ina 
public café {in our case Leva), listening toa 
play while life goes on around them 

It's that kind of experimentation and 
verve that attracted Kristine Nutting, 
whose raucous and raunchy back-door 
peep show PIG will be returning to Ed- 
thonton, to a venue like Canoe. 

“Twas trying to create a show that people 
would want to go to that had a story, but 
that was more like a rock show, because I 
find that a lot of people, if you tell them, 
‘Let's go to the theatre,’ it’s like a chore,” 
explains Nutting, who admits to being a 
bit nervous for this return engagement, 
as it will be the first time PIG is seen on 
an actual theatre stage, as opposed to the 
strip clubs it has shown at up to this point 
"T don't want that ‘should’ feeling. You 
should eat more salad: hopefully people 
want to go. I wanted to create an event- 
type thing that had good music and that 
you wanted to go to.” ‘W 


TUE, JAN19 - SUN, JAN 31 

CANOE THEATGE FESTIVAL 

FEATURING ETIQUETTE, PIG, HEODA GABLER, 
GRUMPLESTOCK'S, BLOOD OPERA, 
DEDICATED TO THE REVOLUTIONS, LAUCHIE, 
LIZA & RORY 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
WORKSHOPWEST.ORG FOR FULL DETAILS 
AND SCHEDULE 


legally in the US, resound with the ex 
periences that are essentially archetypal 
or emblematic, while Jin's specificity and 


: disinterest in tidy resolutions invest 


them with something richer than mere 


: allegory. Yet | find myself especially 


fond of at least one story that seems to 
have slipped past the fortress of A Good 
Fall's sturdy thematic architecture alto- 
gether. "A Composer and His Parakeets” 
has a pleasingly goofy title and a rather 
comical narrative to go with it. Essen- 
tially a tale of friendship, it concerns a 


: young composer, feeling insecure about 


his gorgeous actress girlfriend travel- 
ing abroad for work, who finds himself 
taking comfort in the company of the 
bird she's left in his care. Some of Jin's 
finest scene setting can be found here, 
whether it be in the evocation of a rainy 


in the wind like endless tangled threads 

*—_or of two men strolling along a 
Staten Island beach with the pet para- 
keet flitting merrily around them. Jin 


bird that he may just be ready to take 
on stories that expand his imaginative 
powers beyond the trials of Chinese im- 
migrants. That bird seems perfectly at 
home wherever he finds himself. W 
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DANCE //'WA 


Smile and Wave 


Sylvain Emard's choreography splits the body in two 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
// FAWNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Wri with a choreographer 
like Sylvain Emard might make 
you feel like you're being torn in two, 
explains dancer Karissa Barry. Born 
and raised in Edmonton and dancing 
since age seven, the now 28-year-old 
Barry has worked with contemporary 
choreographers from across Canada 
and around the world, but notes that 
she's never experienced a method 
quite like Emard's. 

"He was very different than anyone 
I've ever worked with,” Barry says, 
explaining that Emard created cho- 
reography for the arms and torso 
completely separate from movements 
planned for the lower body. "He would 
give us very detailed upper body ges- 
tures and he would number them, like 
one to seven, and then he would give 
us a 64-count pattern of legs that we 
would all learn together. It was com- 
pletely inorganic at first. The tasks 
were quite mentally challenging be- 
cause you're calculating and remem- 
bering counts and trying to make it 
work for your body. Eventually it be- 
comes organic, and it looks quite in- 
teresting because you don't normally 
see the body moving in this way.” 

The resulting piece from all the 


20 // ARTS 


corporeal confusion is Wave, the 
conclusion to Emard's Climatology of 
Bodies cycle. Starting out seven years 
ago, the dances in the cycle examine 
themes of human connectivity and 
adaptability to change; Wave ends the 
series with a cast of five female danc- 
ers vigorously travelling through dif- 
ferent relationships to each other in 
time and space. It's been described 
as an exploration of the human's in- 
dividual desire to "melt"—and natu- 
rally, we had to ask Barry for a bit of 
clarification there. 

"What I find is that constant change 
is the melt, “ she says. “We go through 
life and we have to change and adapt 
to certain situations, we have to melt 
into it. We have to compromise, and 
other times people compromise for 
us. In the piece ... there's lots of dif- 
ferent changes of people together. 
You're constantly seeing a different 
shift and dynamic in how people act 
with each other.” 


Knowing that it sounds a little vague, 
she admits that the theme is actually 
reflexive on the nature of her chore- 
ographer and his unique movement 
formula—the upper body has a spe- 
cific carriage with gestures of a more 
communicative ilk, she says, while 
the lower half's vocabulary includes 
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a lot of fast changes in direction and 
complex rhythmic patterns. 

"(Emard) is very scientific and 
mathematic, and then there's this 
other part of him that's the emotion- 
al connection, so I think he creates 
both of them separately and then 
the dancers put it together. I don't 
know how he found it, but it works 
for him—it's become his thing,” she 
says, adding that the most feedback 
she's had from audiences usually has 
to do with how technically difficult 
the movement seems. 

"For me it's about getting through it 
because it's so hard, it's very kinetic,” 
she laughs, recommending that the 
best thing an audience can do is en- 
ter the show with an open mind. "It's 
about complications and different 
sort of relationships and different en- 
ergies and dynamics. It's not too com- 
plex, there's no story—it's more like 
thematic dance in that way. The best 
thing is to be open to whatever you're 
going to feel, because whatever you 
feel, that is the right thing.” WV 

FRI, JAN 15, SAT, JAN 16 (6 PM) 

WAVE 

CHOREOGRAPHED BY SYLVAIN EMARD 

TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS (87 AVE & 112 

$7), $18 - $28 


Centre for the Arts and Communications 


JAN 20, 2010 
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PREVUE // THUNDERSTICK 


Double or nothin' 


Thunderstick's actors swap roles every night 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
// FAWNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


efore Craig-Lauzon and Lorne Car- 

dinal agreed to perform together 
in Thunderstick, the actors got into a 
fight. Well, sort of. 

Both seasoned television vets (Car- 
dinal is best known for playing inept 
cop Davis Quinton on Corner Gas, and 
Lauzon has been a regular cast member 
of the Royal Canadian Air Farce—which 
he likes to call Hair Farce—since 2004) 
wanted to play the same character 
in Kenneth T. Williams’ script: Jacob 
Thunderchild, an abrasive, thrice- 
married journalist with a penchant for 
booze and a protruding gut to show it. 
Talk about a dream role, right? 

The deal: Lauzon and Cardinal de- 
cided to trade roles every night, giving 
them each fair and equal Jacob time, 
not unlike the production of Sam Shep- 
ard’s True West where Philip Seymour 
Hoffman and John C. Reilly swapped 
roles, explains Lauzon. Essentially, Ja- 
cob's just more fun to play. 

"Jacob, even though he looks like a 
failure and a loser, he's got that instinct 
that good journalists have. That’s what 
he runs his life on basically: his instinct 
and KFC," says Cardinal. 

The production was also shared by 
Theatre Network and Persephone The- 
atre in Saskatoon, with co-directing 
credits going to Network's AD Bradley 
Moss and Persephone's AD Del Surjik. 
"We got the conference call that it was 
going to be produced by two compa- 
nies, and directed by two directors— 
unfortunately we only have one stage 
manager who's had to work four times 
as hard," Lauzon says, adding that 
Stage Manager Cheryl Millikin’s true 
genius shone through wheri the show 
was mounted to enthusiastic audiences 
in Saskatoon last November. 

The other character, Jacob's cousin 
Isaac, isa successful, globe-trotting pho- 
tojournalist who is reunited with Jacob 
after 15 years when they both find them- 


selves working at the Ottawa Citizen. 


Admittedly, it's hard to keep a straight 
face around the pair's constant wise 
cracks—but they also stress the impor 
tance of Aboriginal audiences seeing 
the show. 

"The boys reveal some of their deep 
personal hurts," Cardinal says, not 
ing that the play broaches issues like 
residential schools and sexual abuse 
"{Williams] is quite good because he 
approaches those subjects and people 
think ‘Oh, here we go again,’ but then 
he takes a hard left before he gets into 
it, and takes youina different direction 
you didn't expect.” 

"The cool thing is that we're getting 
a lot of people going into the theatre 
for the first time in their life,” he adds 
Cardinal says it's important for Ab- 
original audiences to see other Native 
people onstage more often. He recalls 
that when Thomson Highway's Dry 
Lips Oughta Move to Kapuskasing de 
buted in 1989, he mistook the newspa 
per's photo of the cast for something 
entirely different. 

"| remember opening The Globe and 
Mail and there was a big font page re 
view with, like, six Indians on the front 
and I thought ‘Oh, there's a stand-of! 
somewhere!" he chuckles. 

For all its aboriginal themes though, 
both actors admit that the play shows 
universal experience. 

"Not once do we use the term ‘band 
office’ in this play. Or dreamcatcher. It's 
about guys, two guys,” says Cardinal 

"Aside from being aboriginal, they're 
just two guys being guys together—it's 
probably the only play out there that 
ends with a bag-tag,” Lauzon says. W 


teturn to the farm 
Wingfield's Lost and Found marks seven plays and four thousand performances for its actor 
BLINOV _ [Winofield) must be unique, in theatre. the fictional Persephone township relented. And since then, we've always 
// PAULGVUEM com Tt certainly is a luxury that you just don't {fictionally located an hour north of felt they're more in control of the di- 
. soon get, to work on something that much, Toronto). Beattie embodies him, and recting than we are." 
g pegs Thu over that long period of time. every other character in the town- 


"Ive read that Yul Bryner did over ship as their lives intertwine. Within 
3000 performances of The King &I,"he that framework, the events of Lost and 
adds. "It'ssomethingthatalotofactors Found centre around Wingfield’s well 
wouldn't want to do. The ritualistic ap- running dry and his search to hydrate 
peal of the thing is not something ev- his farm among some other unusual 
ery actor feels. Butlalwayshave. When farmland distractions. 
Istarted my career I was in Stratford, in "We intended the third play to be the 
the company, and it always astonished end" he explains about his character's 
me that people would around about staying power. "And then it was about 


Like many one-man shows, the Wing- 
field series is tinted with autobiography. 
It's not Beatties, though; he doesn't 
write the material (outside of the influ- 
ence and ideas that playing the same 
characters for seven plays obviously has 
on the writing process). His childhood 
friend Dan Needles has been the pri- 
mary scriptwriter from the beginning, 
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Beattie says. 

Still, even as they keep returning to the 
Wingfield well, so to speak, Beattie notes 
they have a system in place to prevent 
diminishing returns. 

“We developed a couple of rules 
about playwriting,” he says. "One of 
our rules is if the play leaves its audi- 
ence ina situation in the same place at 
the end of the play as in the beginning, 
then that's not a play ... With a play, 
you have to have the protagonist's life 
change some how in order for there to 
bea dramatic effect. So that's been one 
of our rules, if the story that we think 
of doesn't in some way change Walt, 
then it's not a play. And it should be 
something that's important 


moreseven ino 


 f 


UNTIL SUN, JAN 317.30 PM) 
WINGFIELO'S LOST AND FOUND 
WRITTEN BY DAN NEEDLES 
DIRECTED BY DOUG BEATTIE 
STARRING ROD BEATTIE 
CITADEL THEATRE (9828 - 101A AVE), $4S~$65 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 
// MORMWB@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


hris Cooper's Every Dog Has Its Day 
is a pleasant surprise. Although the 
show contains a handful of sculptures, 
they have a playful presence and can 
provoke some real interest. It's a long 
way better than Harcourt House's in- 
adequate and imaccurate promotional 
description: the work is effortlessly 
_ likeable and although simple, at its best 
it suggests complex themes with refer- 
ence and intimation. 

The main attraction of Every Dog Has 
Its Day are three approximately life-size 
sculptures of dogs with various contrap- 
tions attached. “Emergency Self-De- 
struct” features a rocket and associated 
apparatus strapped to its back. The dog 
leans forward and looks upward, along 
the rocket’s likely trajectory, but despite 
this attitude it’s not clear what the rock- 
et’s function is. It might be to launch, 
perhaps with a violent purpose, but as 
hinted by the title, the awkward switch- 
€s and construction of the “launcher” 
make it equally possible that it wouldn't 


go 

This ambivalent play of purpose, with 
an undertone of violence, is really what 
the show is all about. Another dog, "Oli- 
ver,” has its head insidea smooth all-glass 
helmet. What the purpose of the helmet 


‘welll get to the lake next summer,” the 
life-size sculpture, where the dogs’ 


bronze, sculptural nature is brought to 
the forefront. This dog is hollowed-out, 
parts of its belly replaced by rawhide, 
and mechanical bits of metal stick out of 
its sides. It's hard at work pulling a trailer 
stacked high with tarp-covered crates— 
the weakest part of the show, which 
doesn't clearly fit the rest of the work, al- 
though it might leave the gallery feeling 
alittle empty inits absence, although the 
other half wouldn't suffer much. 


Cooper writes that she sees dogs as ex- 
isting in an overlap of the human and 
animal spheres: augmented by centu- 
ries of breeding and training as well as 
their awkward loads, these bronze dogs 
are doubly so. The suggestion here, 
‘that helpfully intended technologies 
become oppressive out in the wild, or 
that maybe they weren't helpfully in- 
tended at all, is intriguingly complex. 
The dogs’ cybernetics cannot simply 


expand their abilities, but they change 
them for better and for worse, 


Tam not as mucha fan of "Good dream/ 


bad dream," a diptych of miniature 


sculptures. These are binary and unex- 


citing, compared to the rest of the works: 


in one a dog fits into a wall built of wood- 
en fragments, and in the other the dog 
scratches itself and the wall collapses. In 
some ways this seems to cheapen the ex- 
perience of the rest of the show: we real- 
ize that of course the dog in the "happy" 
story is still unhappy because there is 
a wall on its head. It's very pat. When 
Chris Cooper leaves us room to imagine 
and suggests difficulty with incomplete 
bodies and empty bronze forms, rather 
than spelling it out in a tumble of balsa 
wood, it does much more. W 
‘vopanentasvoaqomamoraiertimursnnnsnnaininyaennumunreristonn 

UNTIL SAT, FEB 13 

EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY 

TURING WORKS BY CHRIS COOPER 
HARCOURT HOUSE ART CENTRE (THIRD FLOOR, 
1o2is-m2sD 
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= Kindofthingthatoften October start dragging their asses five years before we began to think (with Rod's brother Doug directing the 
happens in non-Broadway theatre. into the theatre and saying, ‘Oh, God, about [another] play. What seemed to _ productions), with details drawn from 
"| guess it astemishes me. Itseemsto whenisthisgoingtoend?"AndInever happen was that we might've thought his own rural past and present. 
have y, and something thought that. I always thought it was it had ended, but the characters didn't "Dan understands the rural in the way 
we never y of,” Beattie ex- kind ofa privilege.” believe it. Their lives had gone on, they Doug and I can't. Ina sense that's good, 
plains while waiting fora breakfast or- Wingfield, for the unacquainted, had other issues and they had newsto- _ because we're then able to translate that 
der of eggs bennedict to arrive. "Ithink is a stock-broker turned farmer in ries to tell. We kind of just eventually _ to the outside world in a way he can't," 
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TOP 20 FOR the week of January /I4, 2010 


You Say Party! 
We Say Die! 
XXXX 


British Columbia's YSP!WSD! are back. 
Having reinvented themselves with their 
spirited style of New-Wave, and a new depth of material, the band is 
excited to have released their much-anticipated third release, XXXX, out 
on Paper Bag Records last September. YSP!WSD! has embraced soul, 
feeling, and rhythm while still bearing the tenets of their original sound. 


FREE SHowy! 
JANUARY 18 | 4:00PM | Stcetines basement fore FREE show 
HAKE SURE TO FRIEND US ar MYSPACE.COM/MEGATUNESEDMONTON 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 


WEEKLY 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 

STITUTE LLCO LOO COCO 


ATLANTIC BALLET - Shell Theatre-Dow Centennial 
Centre, 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan + 780.992.6400 
+ fortsask.ca + King Lear, suitable for children 13 and 
delay oe petal erations heies » Ey 
jan 22, 8pm » $37.50 (senior/student! 
eGo DE CINE TVSea ie i va 
ney WEBB DANCE COMPANY -« Timms Centre 
r the Arts « 780.892.3322 « Wave, a co-production of 
Sylvain Emard Danse, Station Zuid (Netherlands), 
the Grande Theatre de Lorient (France), and Usine C 
(Canada) « Jan 15-16, 8pm « $28/$18 (student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square 
COLEMAN LEMIEUX AND COMPAGNIE « Arden 
Theatre, 5 St Anne St, St Albert « 780.459.1542 « Three 
dance performances choreographed by James Kudel- 
ka Jan 20, 8pm + Se250/Sas tu (student/senior) 


Fee RoOCFLM TOUR. Metro Cinema, Zeidler 
101 A Ave « Featuring the films Progression, 
First Ascent The Series, and two winning short films « 

Jan 21,7:30pm + $12 


GALLERIES + MUSEUMS 


ARTERY + 9535 Jasper Ave + 780.441.6966 « 
Wed-Sat 530-9pm » AT THE SAME TIME: 
graphs by artists, an exploration of their relation- 
ships; Jan 22-Mar 6; opening reception: Fn, Jan 22, 
JAopm 
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL - 10186-106 St « 
780.488.6611 « Di - THE RECIPIENTS 
OFTHE 2009 ALBERTA CRAFT AWARDS; until Feb 
20; opening reception: Sat, Jan 16, 2-4pm + Lower 
Gallery: THIRTY: Celebrating Alberta Craft Council's 
30th anniversary; Jan 16-Apr 3; opening reception: 
Sat, Jan 16, 2-4pm. 
ALBERTA LEGISLATURE Reflecting pond, front en- 
trance + Ice Carving: Sculptors’ Association of Alberta 
create a rustic winter scene out of ice 
ARTERY « 9535 Jasper Ave + 780.441.6966 » Open: 
Wed-Sat 5:30-9pm + Exhibition of Work from EACs 
Cultural Diversity in the Arts Program; until Jan 16 
BILTON CONTEMPORARY ART-Red Deer - 4b- 
5809-51 Ave, Red Deer, 403.343.3933 » SCULPTURAL 
TRACES: Works by Ian Cook + Until Feb 20 « Open- 
ing: Thu, Jan 14,7-9pm; artist in attendance 
CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA - 
9103-95 Ave + 780 461.3427 « Group show, artworks by 
various members of the gallery; until Mar 10 
CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY « 9621-82 
Ave + 780.498.1984 « redgallery.ca « IT HAS BEEN 40 
YEARS: Oil paintings by Christl honouring 40 years 
of marriage and family + Until Apr 30 
ELECTRUM GALLERY - 12419 Stony Plain Rd « 
780.482.2402 » Gold and silver jewellery by Wayne 
Mackenzie, and artworks by various artists 
FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY - U of A, Rm 1-1, 
112 St, 89 Ave + 780.492.2081 « MEDIUM SIZED DRY 
GOODS: Prints by Eric Steenbergen (MEA Printmak- 
until Jan 16 « UNDERTHE IMPRESSION [ET 
A Prints by Department of Art and Design staff 
and students; until Jan 16 
FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO « 10354 82 Ave « 
NEW YORK: 3 OCTOBERS: Photographs by Tracey 
Tomtene + Until Mar 
FRINGE GALLERY - 10516 Whyte Ave, Paint Spot 
bsmt « 780.432.0240 +» STREAM TO THE RIVER: 
Paintings by Jennifer Shook « Until Jan 15 
GALLERY AT MILNER - Stanley A. Milner 
Library Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq « 
780.496.7030 * SUMMER: Oil paintings by Tabitha 
Gillman + Until Jan 29 
GALLERY IS-Red Deer - Alexander Way, 5:23-48th 
St« 403.341.4641 « galleryis.arts@yahoo.ca » TODAY I 
DREAM OF......: Mixed media and collage works by 
Lauren Cowles « Until Jan 30 
GLENROSE REHAB HOSPITAL - 10230-1221 Ave 
780.735.7999 « Blue Curve Gallery: Acrylic Seal 
by Summer Bozohora; until Jan 30 - Mezzanine Gal 
lery: Paintings by Derrill Shuttleworth; until Jan 30 
HARCOURT HOUSE « 3rd Fi, 10215-222 St- 
780.426.4180 » harcourthouse.ab.ca - Main Gallery: 


GOT THE MUNCHIES? 


CHIFS/CHOCDLATE BARS 
POP/ENERGY DRINKS 


oF au ENU 
WE ACCEFT CAS 


Edmonton-wide delivery between 9:00 pm and 4:30 am, seven days/week. Minimum $10 order. See website/menu for details 
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CANDY /POPCORN/COOKIES 
DIAL-A-BOTTLE 


KAASA GALLERY « Jubilee Auditorium « 
780.427.5057 » INGRAVIDA: Images with text by Lisa 
Tomak + Until Feb 28 
KAMENA GALLERY « 578 Calgary Tr - Open: 
Mon-Fri 1oam-6pm, Thu areal Sat 10am-spm + 
Featuring a wide variety of artworks 
LATITUDE 53 « 10248-2106 St « 780.423.5353 « 
Main Space: SKETCHES OF SYNCHRONICITY: 
A personal collection of photographic markers 
that define the artist, Gabriel Couto-Dumont, 
and influence his work; artist talk: Jan 15, 7pm; 
opening reception: Jan 15, 8pm « FORGOTTEN 
LOVE AFFAIRS: Stacey Cann: Grey watercolour 
portraits of abandoned toys « Jan 15-Feb 13 
LOFT GALLERY - s90 Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood 
Park « 780.922.6324 « Open: Thu §-9pm; Sat 10am-4- 
pm» FRIENDS AND STUDENTS OF WILLIE WONG: 
Artworks: the influence Willie has had on 
these artists « Until Feb 27 
MCMULLEN GALLERY - U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St « 780.407.7152 » EDMONTON'S PLAYGROUNDS: 
Artworks nefieseoe Cay areas in Edmonton by 
members of the jonton Art Club « Until Mar 21 + 
Opening reception: Jan 21, 7-9pmn 
MCPAG - Multicultural Centre Public Art Gallery, 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain « 780.963.2777 « Paintings by 
Russ Hogger; until Jan 20 « Colour woodcuts by 
Tadeusz Warszynski; Jan 22-Feb 24; Opening recep- 
tion: Sun, Jan 24 
MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
ar ne TUTE - 9 Missior aay StAlbete 780.651.8176 
. iginal Veterans Display « Gift Shop « Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM - 5 St Anne St, St 
Albert « 780. 459.1528 « LOVE EM, HATE ‘EM: CANA- 
DIANS AND THEIR POLITICIANS « Until Feb 14 
NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS - 9225- 
118 Ave + 780.47476u « ninahaggertyart.ca « Open 
Mon-Fri 10-zpm + RANGEFINDERS: Photographs by 
Nina’s Collective « Until Jan 31 « Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan 14, 5-7pm. 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY - 19 Perron St, 
St Albert «780.460.4310 « IMAGE MAKER: Paintings 
by Robert Dmytruk within a replica of his studio + Jan 
14-Feb 27 « Opening reception: Thu, Jan 24,7-9pm. 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA « 85s 
Roper Rd + 780.427.1750 * NOW AND THEN: Featur- 
photographs from the Provincial Archives of 


Alberta's holdings recreated by photographers from 
es Camera Club (both sets of photographs on 
disptsy) + Until Jan 24 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM « 12845-102 Ave + 
780.453.9100 « MUCH MORE MUNSCH; for children 
aged 6-12; until Apr 5 « DIAMONDS—MINED, 
Herat ania Pre ee A Interactive, and bi- 
lingual chy; until Jan 17 » VANISHING ~ 
came Les rabies by Larry Louie; until Jan 
31» ANORTHERN ALPHABET: Artworks by Ted 
Harrison; until Jan 71 
SCOTT GALLERY « 1041-124 St + 780.438.3619 « 
WINTER EXHIBITION: Group Show « Jan 14-Feb 3 
SIDESHOW GALLERY « 9609-82 Ave « 780.433.1430 
+ sideshowgallery.ca « A SHOW IN THREE ACTS: 
BARELY THERE, FLOAT, AND ROSES AND BULL- 
FIGHTS: Graphite works on paper and wood by 
Quebec artist Marysol Foucault - Opening reception: 
Pn, Jan 15, 7-9pm « Jan 15-Mar 21 
SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY - Melcor Cultural 
Centre, 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove « 780.962.0664 + BIO- 
EPHEMERA: lumen prints by Cameron Young + Jan 
12-30 + Opening reception: Sat, Jan 16, 2-4pm 
STUDIO GALLERY 1: Perron Strect, St Albert - 
780.460.5993 + GO FIGURE: Artworks by various 
artists, curated by Harry and Pat Wagensveld « 
Until Jan 30 
TU GALLERY « 10718-124 St « 780.452.9664 + 
ANOTHER BRUSH WITH YARDLEY JONES: A 
retrospective look at the life works of Yardley 
Jones « Until Jan 16 
VAAA GALLERY « 3rd Fl, 10215-1212 St+ 
7780.422.1731/1.366.421.1733 « COMPOSITION: Still life 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE « 9624-76 Ave » ; 
GuySaececiwaterteom os 
LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR - 11053-86 Ave. 
PBoaosisa « Standing room only, poetry every 3, 
ERS 

* 10475-80 Ave » 780.932.4409 « TAL F 
Story Café Series: First Thu of the Month, open mic 
Opportunity 
ROUGE LOUNGE « 1011-117 St- a 
Poekty every Tue with Edmonton's local poets . 
+ No cover 


Reading Series: Presen 
of sealacadon “Brey Mon, oom 
(door) + featuring Leslie Dawson, d 
Cheryl McConnell on Jan 18 ee 


THE CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL - U of » 
+ 780.477.5955 » workshopwest.org « Jan 19-2, . 
lood Opera: La Cité Francophone, 8627-9) 
Jan 20-21, 7pm, Jan 22, 9:30pm + Dedicated to {| 
Revolutions: Second Playing Space, Timms Ce; 
tre, 87 Ave, 112 St; Jan 23, 7:30pm, Jan 2 
24, 2pm + Etiquette: Leva Café, 11053-86 Ave 
19-23 4-lopm, Jan 24 aacrm , Jan 25 ae r 
+ Grumplestock’s: Second Playing Space; Ja, 
7pm, Jan 22-23 9:30pm « Hi Gabler: ai 
ford House, 11153 Sask Dr, U of A; Jan 21-3), 8pm 
no performance Jan 25 + Lauchie, Liza and Rory 
Second Playing Space; Jan 22, 24, 7pm; Jan 23, 
2pm + PIG: La Cité Francophone; Jan 19, 8:30pm 
Jan 20, 9:30pm, Jan 21, 7pm, Jan 22, 6:30pm 
CHIMPROV - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
+ 780.433.3399 * Rapid Fire Theatre's improv 
show every Sat, 11pm = $10 (door)/$8 (Rapid F 
Theatre member)/$s (high school students) at T 
on the Square 


A CONNECTICUT YANKEE « John L. Haar Thestre 


Grant MacEwan College » Musical, satire based or 

a novel by Mark Twain « Jan 22-30, 7:30pm; Jan 2 
; m0 mance on Jan 25 « $15 (adult)/S: 

(student/senior) at TIX on the Square 

THE DAZZLE « Shadow Theatre, Varscona, 103 

— 83 Ave + 780.434.5564 « shadowtheatre.org By. 

Richard Greenberg, directed by Wayne Paqueti 

starring Frank Zotter and John Sproule. The eccent 

Collyer brothers seem to have it all, but this existe 


is darkened when a beautiful socialite named Mi h 


inserts herself into their life - Jan 21-Feb 7 

DIE-NASTY - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave - 

780.433.3399 * Live improvised soap opera direc 

by Dana Andersen every Mon, 7-30pm « Until the !2s 

Mon in May + $10 

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF - Jubilee Auditoriun: 

1455-87 Ave + 1.866.540.7469 » Musical presente<i 

Broadway Across Canada. Based on Sholom Ale 

ichem stories, starring Chaim Topol « Jan 19-24 

LUCK BE A LADY - Jubilations Dinner Thea’ 

2690, 8882-170 St, Il], WEM « 780.484.2424 

in the ‘sos and '6os with the music of 

Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr. anc 

+ Until Jan 23 

THE SUPER GROOVY ‘70S - Mayfield Dinn 

Theatre, 16615-109 Ave « 780.483.4051/1-57, 

7829 (toll free) » The ‘7s generation is yor 

some of the best music, fashion, big hair and 

+ Until Feb 14 

THEATRESPORTS - Varscona Theatre, 10329 *7 

Ave + 780.433.3399 + Rapid Fire Theatre eve 

pm « S1o (door)/$8 (member) 

THUNDERSTICK + Theatre Network-live 

Roxy, 1708-124 St « 780.453.2440 » Comedy ) 

Kenneth T. Williams. Starring Lorne Cardinal 

re Apes directed by Bradley Moss an 
Journalist cousins are brought toget 

bree circumstances + Jan 14-32 

WINGFIELD’S LOST AND FOUND - ‘ 

Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave « 780. 43 4 

Dan Needles, directed by Douglas Beattc 

Rod Beattie. It's a record drought and the we! 

drying up. A search to locate a new sourc 

on Win; Farm ensues. Is it the end 0 

ing for Walt and Maggie? « Until Jan 3: 
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'We are like lovers' 


Broken Embraces reunites Penélope Cruz with director Pedro Almodovar 


JOSEF BRAUN 
// }OSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

he first images we glimpse in Bro- 

ken Embraces are difficult to locate 
in the chronology of its fevered, convo- 
luted narrative. They hover somewhere 
in the midst of not only the movie but 
also the movie's genesis. We see an ac- 
tress on a film set preparing for another 
take. Hermame, we'lllater learn, is Lena, 
and she's played by Penélope Cruz. But 
these images were taken on the fly, 
without Cruz's knowing they would be 
used in the movie, that she was meant 
to be performing. So in a sense it's Cruz 
herself, not Lena, who we observe in 
this moment of pure presence pulled 
loose from the self-consciousness of 
the actor working for the camera, a 
stray fragment striving toward some 
symbiosis of art and reality. It is in any 
case a captivating entrée to this fourth 
collaboration between Cruz and writer/ 
director Pedro Almodévar. 

‘We are like lovers," Almodévar has 
said of he and Cruz, who decided to be 
an actress after having seen Almodé- 
var's Tie Me Up, Tie me Down (1990) as 
a teenager. Indeed, Broken Embraces 
can be read as a love letter from an 
auteur to his muse. It's a story told in 
four parts, encompassing two differ- 
ent periods in the life of its protagonist. 
Mateo Blanco was a successful direc- 
tor, until one day he decided to make 
a very Almodévar-like comedy called 
Chicas y Maletas and cast as its lead an 
unknown named Lena, who was smart, 
gorgeous and possessed a raw talent. 
But Lena was tethered to a rich, older, 
fearsomely possessive man named Er- 
nesto who once helped her when she 
was desperate. Mateo and Lena fall in 
love and gradually everything goes 
to hell—Ernesto is the movie's finan- 
cier, and he won't let her go, even if it 
means destroying the project. Tragedy 
Strikes, Mateo loses both Lena and his 
Sight, and with this double-loss he also 
abandons his name. So Mateo Blanco is 
killed and Harry Caine takes his place, 
just a writer now, nota director, blinded 
and thus better equipped to retreat into 
the shadowy embrace of the past. Until 
the past catches up with him. Mateo 
San’t get Lena back, nor can he regain 
his sight. But Harry Caine can illumi- 
Rate Some lingering mysteries about 
how it all happened, Turns out he can 
also finish his movie the way it was in- 
tended, which in Almodévar's cinema 
9f cinema adoration is some kind of 
happy ending. In Mateo's movie, if not 
in life, Lena can live forever. 

Its fascinating to see Almodévar play 
with Cruz's persona in Broken Embraces, 
Peppering her image with a little Au- 
ne, Hepburn, a little Goldie Hawn, a 

of Rita Hayworth in Gilda ('46). Yet 


Lena surpasses references, emerging as 
a complex and finally terribly moving 
character, the ostensible femme fatale 
overwhelmed by her own allure. She's 
a woman desired into oblivion, tor- 
mented by compromise, crushed when 
she attempts an escape. Cruz haunt- 
ingly embodies this woman slowly be- 
ing torn apart. I and a gaggle of other 
writers were able to sit with Cruz dur- 
ing last fall's Toronto International Film 
Festival, where Broken Embraces had its 
North American premiere. More dimin- 
utive than I'd imagined, especially after 
having seen her inhabit the screen so 
fully in Almodévar's Volver ('06), Cruz 
wore a simple floral print dress, pink 
cardigan and platform sandals. She 
sat cross-legged, as if attempting to fill 
more of her chair. Yet when she spoke 
it was with a confidence and grace that 
defied her stature. "I don't think Lena 
is weak,” she explained. "She has one 
challenge after another. She becomes a 
great actress in life, if not in movies. I 
see her as three women in one: who she 
really is you can see briefly when she’s 
in love; then there's the character she 
creates to be with Ernesto; and there's 
the character that she plays in Chicas y 
Maletas. Some days we would go from 
one to the other...” 


Some of Cruz's earliest work was with 
Almodévar. In Live Flesh ('97) she was a 
prostitute giving birth on a bus. In All 
About My Mother ('99) she played a nun. 
At some point she attracted the atten- 
tion of American filmmakers and ap- 
peared in a flurry of American movies, 
like All the Pretty Horses ('0o), Vanilla 
Sky ('01) and Sahara ('05), yet she was 
rarely cast imaginatively. She might 
have become lost in Hollywood, anoth- 
er beautiful face with an exotic accent, 
typically required to do little more than 
fulfil a stereotype, arguably not unlike 
her fellow countryman Antonio Ban- 
deras, whose career was also launched 
with several highly memorable appear- 
ances in Almodévar movies. But Volver 
changed that. Almodévar had no diffi- 
culty imagining Cruz as more eccentric, 
more dynamic, more robust, and Cruz 
got an Oscar nomination. She didn't 
win for Volver; she won instead for her 
supporting role in Vicki Christina Barce- 
lona ('08), where she did in fact play a 
stereotype of the fiery, nosy, lusty Span- 
iard—though she did it with tremen- 
dous verve, thank you very much. 

Cruz is grateful for her success, yet 
seems equally cognizant of the role of 
luck in navigating the vagaries of the 
film industry. "The moment Lena meets 


Mateo and tells him she wants to be an 
actress—I! couldn't do it without cry- 
ing," says Cruz. "I was getting the feel- 
ing back of meeting Pedro when I was 
17, and I was thinking, ‘What would 
my life have been had I not been able 
to share with him that I want to be an 
actress?’ I had to ery between takes." 
Cruz and Almodévar are close friends, 
so close that they feel able to read each 
other's thoughts. But their camaraderie 
doesn't compromise their work ethic. 
"| feel the same butterflies in my stom- 
ach when I'm on the set working with 
him as with any other director," Cruz 
says. "My biggest worry is to have him 
go home disappointed at the end of our 
day of shooting. I want him to be happy, 
to feel that I’m giving him 100 percent, 
because he's given me time after time 
huge amounts of trust. It's intimidat- 
ing because he's so honest. He'll tell 
you if you're good, he'll tell you if you're 
bad. He'll tell you in great detail. That's 
what's so addictive about working with 
him, this honesty.” 

Almodévar's famous perfectionism 
and frank criticism had the same effect 
on Lluis Homar, who played Mateo/ 
Harry. Not only a veteran of Spanish 
film and TV but a long-established ac- 
tor and director in Barcelona's theatre 
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Brian Gibson cries foul on the Golden Globe 
awards. 
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community, Homar had a significant 
role in Almodévar's Bad Education 
(04), but couldn't have foreseen the 
commitment he was to take on with 
Broken Embraces. Homar also turned up 
to do publicity during TIFF, an endear- 
ing figure clad in red jacket, tight black 
jeans and cowboy boots, with pale eyes 
that sparkle in the sunlight. Those eyes 
spend much of the movie lost in some 
melancholy inner-vision disguised 
by Mateo/Harry's habitual amiability. 
Homar and Almodovar spent count- 
less hours with a multitude of blind 
people to get a sense of Mateo/Harry's 
state of being. It was only when they 
finally met a blind man who didn't 
seem blind did Almodévar tell Homar, 
"There's Harry.” "It's very strange," Ho- 
mar said of this model for his charac- 
ter. "He looks you right in your eyes, 
but he doesn't see anything.” 
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BROKEN EMBRACES 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PEDRO 
ALMODOVAR 

STARRING LLUIS HOMAR, PENELOPE CRUZ, 
BLANCA PORTILLO 

GARNEAU THEATRE (8712 ~ 109 ST) 
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in the Metro Cinema in the Zeidler Hall of the 
Citadel Theatre, 9828 - 101A Ave 
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Now Playing 


TuTuMUCH 

Sun, Jan 17 (1 pm), Wed, Jan 20 (7pm) 
Directed by Vonnie Von Helmolt 
Cineplex Theatres Only 

kek 


With all the mainstream hype churning 
out from shows like So You Think You Can 
Dance?, it’s nice to see a film that examines 
where many dance careers often begin: in 
the corps of aspiring young ballerinas. 

TuTuMUCH documents the intensive sum- 
mer program at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, 
following nine dancers on the annual four- 
week journey that only 70 kids from around 
the world are invited to experience—the 
program teaches techniques to dancers 
aged 10 — 15 years old, and essentially acts 
as a month-long audition process for a few 
coveted spots in the Royal Winnipeg's pro- 
fessional school of ballet. 


BROKEN EMBRACES 


NIGHTLY @ 6:45 & 9:15PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES @ 1:00PM 


RATED: 140 SEXUAL CONTENT 


HILADELPHIA 
FREE MOVIE& POPCORN | JANUARY 16 | 4:00PM 


GARNEAU THEATRE 
B7i2 109 Street 780 483 O725 


Considering a helluva lot of people floun- 
der existentially about their careers into 
their 20s and 30s, it’s astonishing to see 
the determination that a 10-year-old girl has 
when it comes to a possible profession in 
ballet. These kids talk about the gruelling 
classes in pointe shoes and their constantly 
buming muscles with grins and giggles 
while eating junk food—"You have to love it 
that much that you even Love the pain,” says 
‘12-year-old Sidnie. It’s kind of disconcerting 
to see such steadfast certainty in kids that 
age—the film kind of reminded me of Jesus 
Camp in that way—but you can't help but 
root for the ones who really, really want it. 

Of course, some are disappointed and 
there's no shortage of tears, but it's inter- 
esting to see the girls' parents showing 
the most emotion about their daughters’ 
futures. 

"| feel heartbroken actually,” says one 
mother after she finds out her 12-year-old 
daughter has been accepted into the profes- 
sional school, and will move to Winnipeg 
from her home in Wisconsin. "But how do 
you tell a child 'no' to a dream?" 

Indeed, the ballet’s staff do dash dreams 
sometimes, and harshly too. No matter how 
much some want it, it comes down to the 
physique a dancer is born with—despite her 
strong drive, young Lauren is told that her 
shoulders are too broad and her neck is too 
short for the RWB's liking. It might be a bal- 
let reality, but it’s an awful, gut-wrenching 
thing to see a 12-year-old girl being told that 
her body just isn't right. 

It is inspiring to watch girls like Melissa, 
though—it's apparent that at 13, she is al- 
ready a talented dancer, but she's also reluc- 
tant to accept the path that the ballet lies 
out for her. With grace and a cool head, she 
makes the biggest decision of her young life, 
offering us a glimpse of the thoughtful, judi- 
cious woman she may grow up to be 

While the supposed feel-good moments 
should be of them making the cut, there's a 
lot to be surprised by in the girls’ reactions 
to their fates. The film balances an impend- 
ing feeling that life might just end at age 13 
for a dancer, but finishes with a sense of 
hope that it actually doesn't—and that's 
why it’s important to keep dreaming, kids. 
FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


ND AG@VUEWEEKLY COM 
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VIDEO 


INSTALLATION 
STARTS FEB 10 


Learn the elements of video 
installation and create your 
own project 

Members $530+GST 
Non-members $565+GST 


9722-102 STREET. EDMONTON 
AB. TSK OX4 - 780 428 
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STARTS JAN 23 


Learn to move your 
audience by moving 

your camera 

Members $330+GST, 
Non-members $415+GST 
Instructor: Brett Manyluk 


gy Foundation rs arts 


Directed by Brian Levant 

Written by Jonathan Berenstein, James 
Greer, Gregory Poirier 

Starring Jackie Chan 

e 


The Spy Next Door isn't really a kids movie 
so much as a movie for kids, the distinc 
tion being that the former is something 
designed to genuinely engage kids while 
entertaining them, while the latter is some 
thing to plunk them in front of so they! 
shut up for an hour and a half. If that last 
bit seems at all cynical, | can assure you it 

not half as disrespectful to children as any 
of this film is. | get that we shouldn't nex 

essarily expect a lot of shading and uance 
for entertainment aimed at children, out we 
can assume that they're able to make it 9( 

minutes without shitting themselves, whict 
is more self-awareness than The Spy Next 
Door credits them for. 

Ill forgive the plot—badass guy, in this 
case the actually rather cute and cuddly 
Jackie Chan, has to take care of, the horror 
children—but the rest of the film isn’ 
much broad strokes as it is buckets of paint 
thrown haphazardly at the screen. The chil 
drens' mother, who is rather inexplicabl 
dating her neighbour Jackie Chan say that 
as much because of the obvious 20-year 
age difference as the fact it is literally une 
plained throughout, because it might cut int 
badass-dealing-with-cute-kids time— 
artist single mom of three living In a roughly 
2000 square foot suburban palace, whi 
would be inexplicable in itself excep: tha 
it's obviously because that house is 
recognizable to the outskirts-living parer 
the producers are hoping will plop the 
in the multiplex with a Kinder Surprise me 
Not that she hangs around enough to evel: 
really be considered a character 

The kids are even worse. The younge 
pink-obsessed, esoteric-animal-loving 
got both a turtle anda potbellied pig, may: 
because one of the producers has stoc 
pet store?) moppet who pronounces ail 
"e's as “w's, as apparently hamming it up | 
front of a camera is a born-in skill for 
people. The middle child is a nerd, which 
know because he wears oxford shirt 
uses words like "hypothesis," though does” 
have taped-up horn rims, in a welcor 
of restraint. The eldest is an angry tee 
because most of the people who will 
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we emer eae a 
4 SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- Daily 6:50, 9:20; Sat, Sun, The 12:50, 320 a 
FRI, JAN mended for young children) T'S COMPLICATED (4) 
Daily 6:50 9:10; Pri, Sat, Sun, Tue 210 


pA NANA Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05 3:30 


a push-up bra in case any of 
the boys in the audience have hit puberty 
kind of early. If you do insist on plunking 
your kids in front of this, do yourself a fa- 
vour and. your taxes or something, 
so the experience isn't a complete write- 


Fri Jan 15, Sat, Jan 16 (7 pn) 
Sat, Jan 16, Sun jan T7, Mon Jan 18 (9 pm) 
Weitten and directed by Marco Ferreri 
Starring Michel Piccoli 

toto: 


Another forgotten masterpiece emerges in 
the Janus Films restoration of Marco Fer- 
rer’s surrealist critique of the bourgeouis, a 
delightful release in how the Criterion hype 
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Hindi W/ES.T. Fri-Sat 1205, 4:00, 6:40, 9:20, 12:45 Sun- 
Thu .2:05, 4:00, 6:40, 9:20 : 

3 IDIOTS-HIND! W/ES.T. (Pc) 

Fri-Sat 12:50, 4110, 7-45, 13:05; Sun-Thu 12:50, 4:10, 7:45 
ARMORED (144) 

Fri-Sat 7:30, 10:00, 12:15 Sun-Thu 7:30, 10:00 

NINJA ASSASSIN (:8A, gory violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:25 7225, 9:55, 12:05; Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:25, 7:25, 
55 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX (Pc) 

Daily 1235, 425, 6:45. 95 

PLANET 51(c) 

Daily 2:40, 4:20, 7215 

THE BOONDOCK SAINTS II: ALL SAINTS DAY 
(BA, violence, language may offend) 

Fri-Sat 6:50, 9°30, 12:00; Sun-Thu 6:50, 9-30 
ASTRO BOY (Pc) 

Daily 2:50, 4:45 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:35, 710, 9:25, 11:50; Sun-Thu 1:30, 4735, 
TA10, 9:25 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN (:8A, brutal violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4730, 7:20, 9°59, 12:10; Sun-Thu 2:35, 4:30, 
720, 9:50 
COUPLES 
mended for 
Fri-Sat 2:15, 4:00, 7:05, 9:35 11:55; Sun-Thu 115, 4:00, 
705, 9:35 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS (c) 
Daily uss, 4:40 

THE INFORMANT! (144) 

Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:10,7:00, 9:40, 12:05; Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 
F700, 9-40 » 
INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS (8A, gory violence) 
Daily 9:25 

THE HURT LOCKER (14A, violence, coarse language) 
Daily 1:10, 4-15, 6:55, 9045 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
‘WAITL-GT Ave, 780.732.2235 
THE LOVELY BONES (PG, violence, nature subject 


RETREAT (PG, sexual content, not recom- 
children) 


No passes Fri“Tue, Thu 12:40, 3:40, 6:50, 10:00; Wed 3-40, 
6:50, 10:00; Star & Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (Pc) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:10, 2:30, $00, 7:20, 9:40; Wed 5:00, 7:20, 
9:40; Star & Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 
No passes Daily 1:20, 4:15, 7230, 10:20 
YOUTH IN REVOLT (14A, sexual content, coarse 
substance abuse) 

200, $20, 7-40, 10:05 
DAYBREAKERS (:8A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 8:00, 10:40 
LEAP YEAR (PG) 
Daily 1330, 3:50,720, 9:45 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Daily 1:10, 4:40, 745, 10:10 
{1S COMPLICATED (144) 
Daily 1220, 3:20, 6:30, 9:20 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (6) 
Daily 12:00, 2:10, 4:20, 6:45, 9:00 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 


young children) 

Digital 3d Daily 11:45, 1:00, 3:15, 4:30, 7200, 8:15, 10330 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

Daily 1:40, 400 

UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) 

Daily 12:50, 3330, 7:05, 9:50 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (P<, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:50, 4:40, 7:50, 10:35; Sat 4-40, 7:50, 10°35 
THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) Daily 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


‘525-99 St, 7E0A36.8585 
THE LOVELY BONES (P6, violence, mature subject 


matter) 

No Fri-Tue 22:20, 730, 6:50, 10:00; Wed 12:20, 
330,735 10700; Thu £00, 720, 10:20; Star & Strollers 
Screening: Thu 1:00 


THE SPY NEXT DOOR (PG) 

Daily 12:10, 2530, 515 7-45 30510 

THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 

No passes Daily 12:50, 415, 7:20, 10:20 
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Fri-Wed 1200, 330, 6:40, 9:30; Thu 3:30, 61 Sar 
Strollers § Tees $30, 640, 9:30; Star & 


HOLMES (PG, violence, notrecom- 
young 


frightening scenes) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:20, 4:30, 75 103 Wed 1:20, ¢:30, 10335 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 


(6) 

Daily 1:50, 215 4:45,7:30, 350 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 

children) 
Digital3d —Pri-Wed 11:45, 12:30, 2:00, 325, 4:00, 630, 
7-00, 8500, 10:10, 10:30; Thu 11:45, 12:30, 2°00, 3215, 4:00, 
6:30, 8:00, 10:10, 10:30 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (Pc) 
Daily 10:25 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (<) 
Daily w:55, £20, 4:50,7335 
up IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) 
Daily 12:25, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 
TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 12:40, 3:45 7:10, 10:05; Sat-Sun 3:45, 7210, 
10205 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: CARMEN (Clas- 
sification not available) 
Satuzoo 
TUTU MUCH (c) 
Sun 1:00; Wed 7:00 
NO DISTANCE LEFT TO RUN (14A, coarse language) 
‘Thu 7:00 


W200-102 Ave, TBOAZLTO20 
THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 
DTS Digital, No passes, Stadium Seating Daily 12:50, 
#35. 6:50, 9:50 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 
No passes, Digital 3d, Stadium Seating Daily 12:00, 1:00, 
#00, $00, 8:00, 9:00 
THE LOVELY BONES (PG, violence, mature subject 
matter) 
No passes, Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:20, 
3525, 630, 9:35 
LEAP YEAR (Pc) 
Stadium Seating. DTS Nig'tal Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1210, 
2:30, $05, 7:40, 10:15; Mon 12:10, 2:30, 10215 
UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse lanquage) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Daily 12:30, 320, 7:00, 
FSS 
YOUTH IN REVOLT (14A, sexual content, coarse 
language, substance abuse) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Pri‘Tue, Thu 12:25, 
2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 10:00; Wed 12:25, 2:50, 10:00 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
No passes, Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 
12:40, 3-45, 6:40, 9:40 
DAYBREAKERS (1A, gory scenes) 
Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Pri-Wed rans. 2:45, S15, 
7-45-10:20; Th 7-45, 10:20 


‘A2T-1R9 Ave, 780.472.7600 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 
Digital 3d, On 2 Screens Pri 4:20, 4:50, 8:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 
1245, L15, 4:20, 4:50, 8:00, 9:00; Mon-Thu 4730, 7:30, 8:00 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (6) 
Fri 430, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:30, 6:0, 9:10; Mon- 
Thu 4:50,7:50 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Fri 3:45, 6:45, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3-45, 6:45, 9:40; Mon- 
‘Thu $20, 8:20 
LEAP YEAR (PG) 
Fri 422s, 6:55, 9:25 Sat-Sun 1:20, 4-25, 6:95, 9-25; Mon-Thu 
$40, B35 ; 
YOUTH IN REVOLT (:4A, sexual content, coarse 
language, substance abuse) 
Fri 425, 6:35 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4215, 6:35, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
$25,830 
DAYBREAKERS (124, gory scenes) 
Pri 4:45 7:20, 9°50; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4-45, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
550, 8:50 
THE BOOK OF ELI (:4A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 
No passes Fri 4:00, 7:00, 9-45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 
$45; Mon-Thu 5.00, 8:40 
THE LOVELY BONES (PG, violence, mature subject 


matter) 

No passes Pri 3:40, 6:40, 9735; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 
9:35; Mon-Thu 10,80 

THE SPY NEXT DOOR (PG) 

Fri 4210, 7210, 9-30; Sat-Sun 2:30, 4-10, 720, 9°30; Mon-Thu 
5530, Bas 


(C6OF-AS fare, Camrose, 780.608. 24 
THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 


UU UeA vA ERENCE 


Te LCL eC CLC 


Daily 7as 925; Sat, Sun, Tue ais; Movies For Mommies: 
Janis: 00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 


() 
Daily 7:05; Pri, Sat, Sun, Tue 2205 
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (Pc) 
Daily 7200 9:00; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Dr, 780.416.0150 
THE LOVELY BONES (PG, violence, mature subject 
matter) 
No passes Fri 3:50, 6:50, 9:0; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 6:90, 
50; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9250 
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (Pc) 
Fri 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Mon- 
Thu 6:45. 9:20 
THE BOOK OF ELI (14, brutal violence, not recom: 
mended for children) 
No passes Fri 3:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 7:40, 
10:20; Mon-Thu 7-49, 10:20, 
YOUTH IN REVOLT (14A, sexual content, coarse 
language, substance abuse) 
Fri 4:10, 7:30, 9:55; Sat-Sun 110, 420, 7330, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
739, 955 
DAYBREAKERS (AA, gory scenes) 
Fri, Sun 4:15, 7245, 10210; Sat 1:15, 4215, 7:45, 10:10; Mon-Thu 
745.1020 
LEAP YEAR (Pc) 
Fri 4:00, 6:45, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 6:55, 9:40; Mon- 
Thu 6:55 9:40 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom 
mended for young children) 
Fri 3:30, 7:20, 10215; Sat-Sun 12:15, 3:30, 7:20, 10115; Mon- 
‘Thu 7:20, 10:15 
IT'S COMPLICATED (144) 
Fri-Sun 4:20, 75, 10:00; Mon-Tue, Thu 7215, 10:00; Wed 
10:00 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (6) 
Fri 4:45, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:00, 230, 4:45, 7:10, 9:30; 
Mon-Thu ya, 9:30 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 
Digital gd Pri, Mon-Thu 6:55, 10:30; Sat-Sun 11:45, 3215, 
6:55, 10530 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (<) 
Sat-Sun 1230 
TUTU MUCH (6) 
Sun 1:00; Wed 7:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE-ST ALBERT 


Srandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Aare, St Albert, 
7804589822 


Date of Issue only: Thu, Jan Ys 

AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) Date of Issue: Thu, Jan 14: 12:40, 3:30, 6:20, 925 
IT'S COMPLICATED (144) Date of Issue: Thu, Jan 14: 
1245, 2:55, $10, 7:20, 9:30 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (6) Date of Issue: Thu, Jan 14: 1:15, 3:20, 
505, 720, Big . 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) Date of Issue: Thu, Jan 14: 
1:30, 4:05,7:00, 9:20 

LEAP YEAR (PG) Date of Issue: Thu, Jan 14: 1200, 3:00, 
$00, 7.05, FOS 


. Leduc, 780.352.3922 
THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25 Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:25 
AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) 
Daily 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3°35 
IT'S COMPLICATED (14A) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:30 
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (PG) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3-20 


[METROCINEMA CINEMA 


‘9428- TIA Ave, Citadel Theatre, TBOA2S.I70. 
DILLINGER IS DEAD (sTC) 
Fri, Sat 7:00; Sat, Sun, Mon 9:00 
THE THING (STC) 
Fri goo 
METRO CINEMA VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 


THE BOOK OF ELI (14, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 

Daily 655, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:95, 3:15 

THE LOVELY BONES (P<, violence, mature subject 


matter) 

Daily 6:45, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 22:45, 3:25 

LEAP YEAR (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:05 Sat-Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:05; Movies for 
Mommies: Jan 19: 1:00 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 


AVATAR (PG, viol ot 
children) lence, not recommended for young 


Daily 739; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (c) ‘ 
Daily 7210, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, x00 


Sat, Jan 16 free movie and popcom at 4:00 


BROKEN EMBRACES (14A, sexual content) 
Daily 6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:00 


‘OI37-22 Ave, 780.433.0728 
A SINGLE MAN (PG, mature subject matter not 
Tecommended for children) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 
PRECIOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL ‘PUSH’ 


BY SAPPHIRE (14, sexual violence, coarse language, 
disturbing content) - 


Daily 910 

THE YOUNG VICTORIA (Pc) 

Sat, Sun 1200 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 
(PG, coarse language, frightening scenes) 

Daily 6:50, 9:15; Sat, Sun 330 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, £882.70 St, 780.444.2400 
THE LOVELY BONES (PG, violence, mature subject 
matter) 
No passes Fri-Tuue, Thu 1215, 3:30, 6:50, 10:15; Wed 3:50, 
6:50, 10:15; Star & Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (Pc) 
Daily 12:00, 2:30, §:00, 7:40, 10:00 
THE BOOK OF ELI (i4A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 
No passes Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:30, 1040 
DAYBREAKERS (8A, gory scenes) se 
Daily 12:00, 2:40, §:10, 7:50, 10:45 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (P6, violence, not recom 
mended for youny children| 
Daily 12:20, 3:45.7:19, 1010 
NINE (PG) 
Fri, Sun ‘Tue 12°30, 3:40, 6:49, 9:49) Sat 4:40, 6:40, 9:40 
Wed 1:00, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; Thu 12:30, 3:40, 9:40 
IT'S COMPLICATED (144) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 9:45; Sun 3:50, 6:45, 9:45 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (ci) 
Daily 11:50, 2:20, 4:40, 7:15, 9:30 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 
Digital 3d Daily 12:45, 2:00, 4:45, 6:30, 8:45, 10215 
AVATAR: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 11:45, 3:15,7:00, 1030 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Daily 220 
UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) ~ 
Pri, Sun-Tue, Thu 1:30, 4:39, 7:20, 10:20; Sat 12:30, 4:30, 
7:20, 10:20; Wed 1:30, 4:30, 10:20 
2072 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 
FriTue, Thu 2:45, 6730, 9:90; Wed 2:45, 9:50 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: CARMEN (Clas- 
sification not available) 
Satau0o 
TUTU MUCH (G) 


Sun 1:00; Wed j:00 


|WESTMOUNTCENTRE = CENTRE 


‘TM Ave, Grost Ad, TEOASS.B726 
INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 6:50; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3330, 6:50; 
Mon-Tue, Thu 5:00 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Sun 9:50; Mon-Tue, Thu 8:00 
THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 7:05, 10:05; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:45, 7:05, 10:05; Mon-Thu 520, 8:20 
IT’S COMPLICATED (144) 
DTS Digital Fri 6:35, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 4:00, 6:35, 9:30; 
Mon-Thu 10, 8:10 
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (PG) 
DTS Digital Pri 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 2:15, 4°25, 7:15, 9:49} 


AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) 

Daily 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12-30, 3:35 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (c) 

Daily 6:55; Sat Sun 12:55 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) . 
Sat Sun 2:00, 3:35; Daily 7:00, 935 

THE BOOK OF ELI (14A, brutal violence, not recom- 
mended for children} 

Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 2:05, 3:25 

IT'S COMPLICATED (1A) 

Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:05, 330 


~ 
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umber one fan | 


.- Robert D. Siegel's Big Fan is a blunt, intriguing cHaractar staid 


When a film begins with its hero repeating : servational eye of a satirist to work and then 
the line "I can't tell you how sick | am," it's : veers off into a more sedate, darker direc. 
fair to wonder where the sympathies of its : tion, ending with something like The King of 


auteur lie. Especially when that particular : Comedy for the sports-nut set, a character 


auteur is Robert D. Siegel, former ed- 
itor-in-chief of The Onion, a pub- 
lication that, however sharply it 
observes American behaviour, 
could hardly be called chari- 
table towards the subjects of 
._ its satire (not that it should be, 
of course). And truthfully, not- 
withstanding Patton Oswalt's very 
layered, egoless performance as Paul, 


the religous-fervour-level New York Giants : 
fan at the middle of Big Fan, Siegel doesnt : 
seem to have much more than a tolerance : 


for his chubby, deluded blowhard. 


indulgent treatment of his cast of eccen- : 
trics (or, for that matter, Anderson collabo- ; 
rator Noah Baumbach's balanced-though- : 
puncturing take on his blowhard father : 
in The Squid and the Whale) to the ugly, : 
caricature qualities of Jared Hess's Napoleon : 
Dynamite: it may be possible to get laughs : 
(in NO's case, cheap laughs) out of ceaseless : 
contempt, but for drama to work we need : 
some kind of tension and sympathy, which : 
: conflicted view that Siegel has of Paul. 

But Big Fan is the rare film that manages : 
to feel well-rounded while palpably disap- : 
proving of its character: Siegel puts the ob- : 


few people feel for a parody. 


study into a madness whose slightly 
more controlled forms are all-too- 
pervasive in our society. 


com fessed Giants’ biggest fan, and 
this is the rare case where an 


right. The aforementioned line 


crafted rants to his local radio call-in 
show, near-nightly affairs that proclaim Gi- 


ants dominance, razz fans from other cities : 


and keep his mother awake. A large part of : 
= Paul's obsession comes, maybe naturally, 

To a degree, | guess, that doesn't matter, z 
but it's awfully hard to create a complete : 
portrait coming from a place of derision. : 
Compare, say, Wes Anderson's downright : 


from just how shitty his life seems to be: 
he lives with his hectoring mother, who re- 
minds him that his only girlfriend is his hand 
(and she might be his most understanding 


relative), he works a lousy jobasanighttime : 


parking attendant, although it gives him 
time to craft his screeds and his only friend 
seems to be a slightly-dim fellow-obsessive, 
someone to praise him for his warmed-over 
invective and watch the games with in the 


parking lot of Giants stadium, since neither : 


can afford seats. 
That Last scene encapsulates a lot of the 


The two friends hang out at the pre-game 
tailgate party, tossing a football and mak- 


ing merry, but end up with a television : 


: plugged into a car's cigarette lighter on the 


outskirts of the stadium. On the one hand, 


: it's a sly aside on how much professional 


sports teams, thoroughly corporate enter- 


: prises, really care about their fans. On the 
: other hand, it’s hard to take that kind of 
: behaviour as anything but the behaviour 
Paul Aufiero is the self-pro- : 


of a pathetic slob. 


: Still, things get deeper quickly, as Paul has a 
: chance encounter with one of his favourite 
auto-assigned title might be : 


players at a strip club that ends with him 


? getting beaten to the point of concussion. 
comes from one of his dutifully : 


But with the impending legal action keep- 
ing the player out of the lineup, and subse- 


: quently sending Paul's beloved Giants on a 


losing streak, Paul is very reticent to press 
charges. Things eventually spiral too far for 
Paul, though, when a frequent on-air nem- 


: esis learns that he's the one who got beat 
: up by his favourite player, and the constant 
= headaches and familial tension explodes 
: into a climax that's both dark and fitting. 


What really makes the film work is how 


: well Siegel captures his milieu. This is a 
: dirty, largely working-class world, and 
: though Siegel may not empathize with 
= Paul or his family all that much, he knows 
: it well enough to create relationships and 


dynamics that feel real, and that makes 


: the whole endeavour an honest explora- 
= tlon of just how deep allegiance to laun- 
: dry might go. Siegel may not be willing to 
: spend much time with a guy like Paul, but 
: he's able to take a look at him, and the re- 
: sult is blunt character study wrapped In an 


intriguing what-if. W 
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| FILMCAPSULES 


<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE a5 


In the case of blanketing wide-eyed delight 
and serious film thinkiness, Dillinger is Dead 
delivers with symbolism that is both erotic 
and goofy. The stall of the narrative is pre- 
cisely Ferrers point, as he ridicules the popu- 
lar demand for storytelling by creating fleet- 
ingly illogical scenarios. Is Glauco bored? Is 
he addressing some unconscious discontent 
with his career and home life? Why are all 
the women mostly naked? The sense of 
humour arises from what is apparently a 
harsh-though-coded criticism of capitalism. 
By 1969, New Waver Jean-Luc Godard found 
interest in Marxism and, in the process, his 
films dogmatically shifted; Luckily, his move- 
ment inspired filmmakers like Ferreri to em- 
ploy silliness as a political means. Today's 
pop filmmakers Spike Jonze and Michel 
Gondry must take at the very least indirect 
influence, which makes it only more timely 
to get in line for its predecessor. 

JONATHAN BUSCH 

/ONATHAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


=) 2 
The Thing 

Fri, Jan 15 (9 pm) 

Directed by John Carpenter 

Written by Bill Lancaster 

Starring Kurt Russel 

Presented by DEDsploitation Cinema 

tok kink 


When Hollywood endeavored to remake 
The Thing From Another World (1951), 
the late screenwriter Bill Lancaster wisely 
opted for a radical re-imagining, going 
back to the source material for inspira- 
tion, a novella by John W. Campbell Jr. 
entitled Who Goes There? Chief among 
the distinctions between The Thing From 
Another World and The Thing (82) was 
the decision, in keeping with Campbell's 
narrative, to render the titular alien not 
an angry salad bar in human form but 
rather an interplanetary chameleon, a 
parasite able to rapidly assume the form 
of whatever host organism it came into 
contact with after being thawed out by 
Norwegian researchers in Antarctica. 

However, Lancaster's script also differs 
from the earlier movie in that it features 
no women. While the presence of women 
in the earlier movie could be regarded as 
the arbitrary injection of a love interest, an 
argument of equal merit could be made 
that a great opportunity was lost. A femi- 
nine perspective could have pleasingly 
complicated the deeply uneasy, paranoid 
group dynamics of The Thing, and you 
have to wonder if the absence of women 
didn’t emerge primarily from squeamish- 
ness on the part of the filmmakers, all of 
them men, who may have felt uncomfort- 
able desecrating female bodies with the 
same famously ferocious zeal applied to 
that of men and canines throughout. 

The Thing begins with a pretty corny- 
looking flying saucer crashing into Earth. 
There's only a short, divertingly portentous 
half-hour or so between this cosmic estab- 
lishing shot and the first manifestation of 
the alien presence in the encampment's 
Husky cage, with flesh flying off this poor 
pooch's skull like a self-peeling banana and 
blood-smeared spaghetti whipping around 
the room to ensnare the other dogs. The 
alien's use of earthly flesh as a sort.of Tro- 
jan Horse reveals a similar tactic to that of 
the aliens in Invasion of the Body Snatchers 
(56), which was also imaginatively remade 
in 78. But in The Thing, directed by John 
Carpenter, the process of transfiguration is 
itself the central concern. 

The Thing, when not making you want 
to vomit, is pretty fun, another Carpen- 
ter siege drama where evil is evil and the 
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t "god is do wt takes. But | cari 


but imagine a David Cronenberg yor. 
sion, a movie far more curious, speculs. 
tive and precise in its biological exegesis 
and bearing greater pathos. Undoubtedly 
Cronenberg, like the scientist in The Thino 
From Another World, would be mo. 
sympathetic to the alien than Kurt Rus. 
sell, who rarely puts on a hat in the 40 c 
tempests and eagerly torches everything 
in sight. But maybe we should be imagin- 
ing a Werner Herzog version. Early in The 
Thing a character tries to get in touch with 
his colleagues at McMurdo Station, th; 
setting of Herzog’s Encounters at the En 
of the World (07). Would those endearin: 
misfits at McMurdo, spanning many origin 
countries and encompassing both gen 
ders, have been able to fight off the alien 
Or might they have embraced it as just an 
other fellow outsider, far from home and 
in search of communion? 

JT\OSEF@VUEWEEXLY.COM 


Opening at the Princess 


A Single Man 

Directed by Tom Ford 

Starring Kurt Russel 

Written by Ford, David Scearce 
Starring Colin Firth, Julianne Moore 
Princess Theatre (10337 - 82 Ave) 
toot: 


That Tom Ford is a fashion designer is evi 
dent from the earliest moments of A Sin. 
gle Man. The opening credits are played 
over ghostly images of a naked body adrift 
in the ocean, not exactly the most subtle 
representation of a man feeling spiritu 
ally lost, but gorgeous and affecting all 
the same. Into the actual narrative, we cet 
the cold everyday reality of George (Coli: 
Firth) in washed-out blues, with occasional 
memories and rare, heartening bits of le\ 

ity swathed in a warmer palette, equall 

obvious but effective. And then, of course, 
there are the period costumes, evocative 
as only the design team who put together 
Mad Men could make '60s America 

All of this would just be so much wir 
dow-dressing if it weren't for Firth’s per 
formance, however. Following George on 
what would seem to be his last day before 
committing suicide, Firth is neither pro; 
erly restrained nor excessive, just depres 
ingly natural as a gay college professo 
depressed over the death of his long-time 
lover (Matthew Goode). He sets the tor 
rather early: as we flashback to the fate 
ful phone call, Firth's geniality gives wa\ 
to a lost, deeply pained blankness, the 
rapid rise and fall of his chest saying more 
than his shocked voice can. Throughou 
Firth masters these little, revealing bi 
of physicality: a far-off gaze, a slight les: 
that suggests a yearning equal parts love 
and desire, the slight distance of man w' 
knows full well this is the Last he will see 
of his long-time friend. 

Firth gives life to the isolation and hurt 
of a man who cannot properly grieve, n° 
it's the necessity of proper grief that !s tn 
film's driving message. His little momen 
of redemption are always when he exp 
ences a bit of connection with another pe’ 
son, a connection that his love frequen 
denies him. A brief chat with a Spanis' 
hustler, a stroll with a student throug! 
the quad, especially dinner and drinks wit" 
his oldest friend, these all seem to Uft wn 
mood near to some kind of peace, thou 
theyre made all the more painful by the '~ 
evitable realization that these are rare 2" 
fleeting. Married to Ford's striking im28°" 
they make for an affecting tale of love ‘c 
and life slowly fading. 

DAVID BERRY 
// OAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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PREVUE // JULIE DOIRON 
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Close to the bone 


Doiron's voice is honest in conve 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


A fter breathlessly relating some fairly 


i details of the last several 
years of her life, drifting off into personal 
details, casually expressed thoughts on 
those details, and then following them 
on another tangent, her conversational 
tone more befitting for an age-old friend 
already too familiar with events and opin- 
ions than a journalist sandwiched into 
a day of interviews, Julie Doiron finally 
stops, the briefest of pauses seeming to 
bring the understanding of what was said 
rushing into her consciousness. 

"L guess I've kind of told you a lot of per- 
sonal stuff here, huh,” she realizes with a 
still-quite-casual air, "If you could maybe 
not print any of that stuff, I'd appreciate 
that. Anyway...” 

As flattering as it is to think that you've 
gotten a Canadian indie rock icon com- 
fortable enough to really bare all, truth- 
fully it doesn't seem to be that hard to get 
Doiron to be quite revealing. Interviews 
with the Sackville, NB-based singer-song- 
writer are frequently redacted, omitting 
likewise maybe-too-personal details, or 
featuring admissions that she's perhaps 
talked too much. And that doesn't even 
begin te touch on her music, which is very 
often the kind of naked, confessional stuff 
that most people keep confined to diaries, 
ifthey have the guts to get out at all. 

“Lactually don't know why I do that,” ad- 
mits Doiron with a characteristic casual- 
ness. “Iwas actually just reading this book 
today, The Secret Language of Birthdays, and 
[looked up my birthday, and I think that I 
have no choice. It totally described me toa 
‘tT think I just end up opening up a little 
too much in spite of myself. I'm not really 
sure why I do it, but I don't really know 
how to communicate otherwise.” 

it's obviously not something she has to 
worry too much about: she's done pretty 
well with it thus far. Though she began as 
bassist for Atlantic rockers Eric’s Trip, her 
solo work, begun under the pseudonym 
Broken Girl before she switched to her 
birth name, has since eclipsed even those 
impressive credentials. The last decade, in 
Particular, has been good to her: kicking it 
off with a Juno for her 1999 collaboration 
with Ottawa's Weoden Stars, she released 
some five albums on indie giant Jagjagu- 
war in the 2000s, including Ker most 
recent efforts, 2007's Polaris-nominated 
Woke Myself Up and last year’s I Can Won- 
der What You Did With Your Day, which was 
recently named Canadian college radio's 
nurber-one-played album of the year. 


kt would hardly be fair to characterize 
Doiron as a late bloomer, but still, it's an 
‘pressive and rare run at a time when 
Most artists have settled firmly into an 
established groove in their career. Part 
of it just seems to be a bit of a musical 
maturity on her part, the marriage of her 


oe 


rsation and son 


a 
WALKING THE LINE >> Julie Doiron balances sombre, introspective thoughts with 


plenty of laughter // supplied 


always raw, frequently introspective lyr- 
ics with a more developed and involved 
musicality: | Can Wonder, for instance, 
saw her more freely indulging some of 
her more upbeat, rockier roots, a decided 
change, but one that was obviously wel- 
come. Doiron herself credits some of her 
recent collaborations, including 2008's 
Lost Wisdom, with Mount Eerie's Phil 
Elverum and frequent conspirator Fred 
Squire, and the more recent collection 
of folk standards with Squire and Attack 
in Black frontman Daniel Romano, cre- 
atively titled Daniel, Fred and Julie, with 
expanding her ideas on music. 

"I don't even know of a specific way to 
explain it, I just know it makes me a bet- 
ter songwriter and a better performer, 
and I know that because I can see the 
change in myself," explains Doiron, 
who says she learns more from working 
with other musicians than she does just 
sitting around by herself and writing. 
"Maybe an obvious thing I learned from 
[her recent collaborations] was how eas- 
ily you can make something happen: 
you don't have to plan for months, and it 
doesn't have to be that laborious. You can 
just sit down and record something, and 
if it sounds great, you do another one. It 
can just be that easy sometimes.” 

That kind of open breeziness seems 
like it goes a long way to explaining I 
Can Wonder’s bouncy infectiousness and 
bright-eyed optimism, but as of late, it 
seems more and more to be leading her 
to the more somber and reflexive songs 
of her past. Though she is enjoying tour- 
ing and writing as muchas ever—Doiron 
even says she’s stopped procrastinating 
on the latter, long her preferred method 
of writing—she has found most of her 
recent songs, which she'll be playing 
on this tour, are again in the tone of the 
searching, melancholy moods that make 
up a lot of her catalogue. Not that her 
approach has changed much, just that 
it seems to be the place she returns to 
when it’s time to create. 

"Maybe it was a blip,” she says of I Can 
Wonder's upbeat mood with a laugh. 


ful in the sense of 
‘Oh woe is me,’ but they're a bit sorrow- 
ful, and there's some realization of what 
the mistakes I've made were. Almost 
all my songs are written during a time 
when I'm trying to understand what's 
happening, or figure out what to do 
next, or how I got here. Or just figuring 
out how to move around in the world, 
deal with my mistakes.” 


That's where Doiron the songwriter 
seems to clash with Doiron the person 
the most. Though she is open across the 
board, she seems much more prone to 
introspection and brooding with a guitar 
in hand, whereas her speech tends to be 
filled with laughs and asides and a pal- 
pable optimism. But Doiron doesn't see 
anything strange about it; for her, each 
side allows for the other, helping her deal 
with the natural ebb and flow of life. 

“I'm not a depressive person. | love to 
laugh and have fun, I love people with a 
good sense of humour, and I love going 
out with people and having a good time, 
and for the most part I think I try to keep 
a positive attitude,” she says, again with 
a lack of guile that’s disarming. “But I 
also have a lot of times in my life that 
have been really heavy, that I've had to 
deal with, these things that are beyond 
me that are hard to accept. 

"I mean, I don't wallow in that, as a 
person I think I'm all right, and I try my 
best," she continues, “But there are times 
when life is hard, and you have to figure 
out how to deal with that. But that’s life, 
it’s life, and everybody has ways of deal- 
ing with that: some people write songs 
about it, some people do art, some peo- 
ple hold it in and don't talk to anyone 
about it. I guess I feel lucky that I can let 
it out, and people can identify with it in 
some level in their own lives.” W 


Every Monday is Industry Night at Lucky 13. 
Music by Digitially Screwed DJ Chad Cook 
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THURSDAYS 


DRINK. DANCE. BE NAUGHTY. 
Mike Tomas spinning on the 1's ary 
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FRIDAY JANUARY 22 -< 


MST LAM 


‘Good food, good people, great music!” 
St Basils Cultural Centre 


10819-71 Ave 


Tickets available at Megatunes & Tix On The Square 


info: 438-6410 CAN Foundation 
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DJ TRON | KREEYATE | JUST 2 GUYS 
OPTIMIXX PRIME | MIYURU FERNANDO 


SAT JANUARY 16 | 


OF ANGELS 


MAPPING THE ESCAPE | RANDY GRAVES 


FRI JAN 22 |i 


YOU | 
REALLY 
GOT ME 
NOW 


DJ'S BLUE JAY AND TRAVY D RETURN 
SPINNING THE BEST INDIE ROCK, SOUL, 


Fede tat fried tice 
paar, we oh bed, 


BRIT POP, NEW WAVE, SIXTIES AND MORE. 


THU JANUARY 28 


FRI JANUARY 29 


“. THE SKY 
— LIFE 


a PARACHUTE PENGUIN 
as 


SAT JANUARY 30 


RADIO 
FOR HELP 


THE FLASH JAM | SEVENTH RAIN 
MARYLAND 


MDI FOR HELP 


MUSIC 
) WEEKLY 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 


OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 

SOC Eee ee 

THURSDAY O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB 

BLUES ON WHYTE Lex Justice Slowbum; 9:30pm-1200am 

and Raspect RED PUANO BAR Hottest 

CAFELEVA Shufflehound (blues dueling piano show featuring 

roots} 8-11pm; no cover the Red Piano Players; 8pm-1am 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PuB ——=RIC'S GRILL Peter Belec (jazz) 

Open stage hosted by Alberta every Thu; 7-1opm 

Crade; 6-10pm SECOND CUP—Varscona Live 

CROWN PUB Crown Pub Latin/  ™usic every Thu night between 

world fusion jam hosted by Ue od 

Marko Cerda; musicians from WILD WEST SALOON Kory 

other musical backgrounds are Wios 

invited to jam; 7pm-closing ae 

THE DRUID IRISH PUB Live Classical 

music with Darrell Barr at 530- WINSPEAR CENTRE ESO: 

8:30pm, D) at gpm Violinissimo!: Edmonton 

DUSTER’S PUB Thu open jam Symphony Orchestra, William 

hosted by the Assassins of Youth Eddins and Lucas Waldin 

(blues/rock}; 9pm; no cover (conductor) Martin Riseley 

: (violin; 8pm; $20-$69 at 
oe Or ‘Winsspear box office 
ENCORE CLUB With A Latin 
fee Sls DanceLemons ggg rrr 
oo BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open i deze 

jam; 630pm ‘ 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage Se ae. 

‘Thu hosted by Shane and Naomi ig wb Pte 
Topwise Soundsystem spin Dub 

JAMMERS PUB Thu open jam; = & Reggae in The Underdog 


jaapm 
JEFFREY'S Lora Jol (singer/ 
songwriter}; S10 

JULIAN'S Graham Lawrence 
(jazz) 

L.B’S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; 9pm 

LIVE WIRE BAR Open Stage 
Thu with Gary Thomas 

NAKED CYBERCAFE Open 
stage every Thu; bring your own 
instruments, fully equipped 
stage; 8pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Chongokill, Lesser Panda, Touch 
Itand You'll Say Ow 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 


BUDDY'S Dj Bobby Beatz; gpm; 
no cover before 10pm; Shiwana 
Millionaire Wet Underwear 
Contest 

FILTHY MCNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with D] SWAG. 

FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
Requests with D) Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladics Nite: Top 40/ 
dance with DJ Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thu 

HALO Thu Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; gpm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Absohit Thu: 
with DJ NV and Joey Nokturnal; 
930pm (doork no cover 

LUCKY 9B Sin Thu: with DJ 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at 
930pm followed by Electroshock 
Therapy with Dervish Nazz 
Nomad and Plan B (electro, retro) 
ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic Thu: 
Dance lessons at 8pm; Salsa DJ 
to follow 

PLANET INDIGO-St Albert Hit 
It Thu: breaks, electro house spun 
with PI residents 
PROHIBITION Throwback 

‘Thu: old school r&b, hip hop, 
dance, pop, funk, soul, house and 
everything retro with DJ Service, 
Awesome 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal 
Thuraday with org666 
‘SPORTSWORLD Roller 
Skating Disco Thu Retro Nights; 
7030pm; sports-world.ca 
‘STARLITE ROOM Music ist 

and The Techno Hippy Crew: 
Bassnectar, Kush Arora, Shamik 
and guests 8pm. 

STOLLIS Dancehall, hip bop 
with DJ Footnotes hosted by Elle 
Dirty and ConScience every Thu; 
no covel 


Prime, Miyuru Fernando; gpm 
(door); $5 (cover) 
WUNDERBAR DJ Thermos 
Rump Shakin’ Thu: From indie 
to hip hop, that’s cool and has a 
beat; no cover 


180 DEGREES Sexy Fri night 


AVENUE THEATRE Of Angels 
Reunion, Define the Line, 

The Red Threat; all ages; 7pm 
(door); $10 

AXIS CAFE Lauren Busheikin 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay 
Quartet 

BLUES ON WHYTE Lex Justice 
and Raspect 

BRIXX BAR The Dead Cold, 
Vivisect, guests; 9pm (door); 

$12 (door) 

CARROT Live music Fri: 
Sherry-Lee; all ages; 7:30-9:30pm; 
$5 (door) 


.* 


(CASINO EDMONTON Souled Paper Tongues; 8pm (door 

> 

* Out (tribute) 30pm (show) $2.50 at 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD TikeiMarter 
Blackboard Jungle (tribute) ‘STEEPS~Stony Plain Rd 
COAST TO COAST Open Stage Shufflehound (blues Toots 830 
Fri; 930pm 10-30pm; no cover 

THE DRUID IRISH PUB Live TOUCH OF CLASS joc 
music with Darrell Barr 5:30-8:30; Lawrence (pop/rock) 
Dj zt 9pm WILD WEST SALOON xo, 
DVB TAVERN Live music every Wes 
Fri: opm; $5 XOWRECKS Slowburn: 2. 
EARLY STAGESALOON-Stony —.. 
Plain Harp Dog Brown with Djs 
Graeme Guest (blues) AZUCAR PICANTE Every Fr: p 
ENCORE CLUB 4 Piay Fri Papi and Dj Latin Sensation 
FESTIVAL PLACE Ail Neil All BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Night: featuring Kit Johnson; Connected Fre 91:7 The Bounc 
7:30pm; tickets at Festival Place Nestor Delano, Like Morrisor 
box office BAR-B-BAR DJ James no cov 
FRESH START CAFE Live music BAR WILD Bar Wild Fri 
BEE ROE ath Bom BLACK DOG FREEHOUS 

E Fri 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Steve DJs spin Wooftop and Main Fi 
Ennis, Devin Phillips 


IRISH CLUB jam session; Spm; 
no cover 


Eclectic jams with Nevine-indi 
soul, motown, new wave, electr 
Underdog: Perverted Fri: Punk 
and Ska from the ‘60s 70s and 


IVORY CLUB Dueling piano i 

show with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany ‘os with Fathead 

and Erik and guests BOOTS Retro Disco; retro dan: 
JEFFREY'S Jeff Hendrick (R'n'B BUDDY'S DJ Arrow Chaser; gp 
singer/saz player}, $10 no cover before 1opm 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB CHROME LOUNGE Platinum 
Headwind (classic pop/rock}; VIP Fri 

every Fri; gpm no cover EMPIRE BALLROOM Roc bir 
JUUAN'S Graham Lawrence hop, house, mash up; no minc 
(jazz) ESMERELDA'S Ezz 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Live Frenzy Fri: Playing the bs 

music every Fri country 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Guana FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
Batz (rockabilly) Smokin’ 45s, Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Hurricane Felix and the Southern Damian 

ieyeeas, Preying Sairtts, Grams: GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
Mistakes; no minors; 8pm (door; py Christian 

SEP) GINGUR Flossin’ Fri: with Bomt 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


No Control: A night of Brit pop 
and invasion fueled music with 


Squad, DJ Soljz, weekly guest D)s 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Formula 


Nazz Nomad and Blue Jay Boe wittt rotating residents Dj 
Groovy Guvy, Touretto, David 
ON THE ROCKS Mourning Stone, DJ Neebz and Tianna | 
Wood with DJ Crazy Dave 430pm (door) 
PALACE CASINO-WEM The NEWCASTLE PUB Fri House 
BGs dance mix with DJ Donovan 
PAWN SHOP Designer Drugs, NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
DJ Tron, KreeYate, Just 2 Guys, Anarchy Adam (punk) 
Sey) 
pte a PAWN SHOP Designer Drug 
with DJ Tron (Easy Love), Kre 
RED PIANO BAR Hottest (Connected), Optimicc Prime 
dueling piano show featuring the = Miyuru Fernando (Easy Love 
Red Piano Players; 9pm-zam 2 Guys and The Brad Pitts (Ded 
STARUTE ROOM Switchfoot, End); tickets: batch 2: $15; bate! 


180 DEGREES 10730-2107 St, 7 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave 
AVENUE THEATRE 9030-118 Ave, 720.477.2149 

AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.00p. 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 1076¢ Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 


BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd. 
780.484.7759. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2361 

BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.9914 

BRIXX BAR 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780.422.1099 
BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 

CAFE LEVA 1053-86 Ave, 780.479.5382 

CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 780.463.9467 
CASINO VELLOWHEAD 12464-1453 St, 780 424 9467 
CHATEAU LOUIS u17x7 Kingsway, 780 452 777° 
CHRISTOPHER'S 202: Millbourne Rd, 720.462.6965 
COAST TO COAST 5052 Calgary Tr, 780.439-3675 
CONVOCATION HALL Arts Bldg, U of A, 780.492.3602 
COPPERPOT Capital Place, 102, 9707-210 St, yBo.4g27#00 
CROWN AND ANCHOR isz77 Castledowns Rd. 
To4727696 

CROWN PUB 10709-2109 St, 780.428.9618 


DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 21.245 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 
780,704.CLUB 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave, 780.465.4834 


DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE~Shell Theatre 8700-84 
St, Fort Saskatchewan, 780.992.6400, fortsask.ca 


DRUID 1606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 
DUSTER'S PUB 6402-8 Ave, 780-474-5554 

DVB TAVERN 8307-99 St, DVETAVERN.com 
EARLY STAGE SALOON 491-53 Ave, Stony Plain 


680.414.0233 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase II], 740.489. 


SHOW 
ENCORE CLUB 95) Fir St, Sherwood Park, 780.417.0112 
ENTERPRISE SQUARE ATRIUM 10230 Jasper Ave 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 
780.449.3378, 780-464-2852 


FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St 


FILTHY MCNASTY’'S 1051:-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 

FLOW LOUNGE u815 Wayne Gretzky Dr, 780.604.CLUB 
FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 

FOXX DEN 205 Camegi Drive, St Albert 

FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 780.433.9623 
FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 

GAS PUMP 1066-114 St, 760.488.484. 

GINGUR SKY 15505-1138 Ave, 780.913.4912/780.953.3606 
HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423. HALO 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15220 (basement), Stony Plain 
Rd, 780.756.6010 


HILL TOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 720.490.7399 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780.452.1168 
HYDEAWAY 10209-1090 Ave, 780.426.5381 

IRON BOAR PUB 4g11-sist St, Wetaskiwin 

IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South 
JAMMERS PUB 11948-227 Ave, 780.45..8779 

J AND R 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 

JEFFREY'S CAFE 9640 242 St, y80.45. 8390 
JEKYLL AND HYDE 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 1145-87 Ave, 780.429.1000 
KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 

L&'S PUB 2; Akins Dr, St Albert, 780.460.9100 
LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.48.2786 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, and Fl, 780-447-4495 
LIVE WIRE :107 Knotwood Rd. East 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-1011 St 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 102:8-79 St 

NAKED CYBERCAFE 10354 Jasper Ave 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 
NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.9066 

NIKKI DIAMONDS 8:30 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.8006 


PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 


PLANET INDIGO-Jasper Ave 11607 Jasper Ave; St 
Albert 812 Liberton Dr, St Albert 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave 
PROHIBITION 11026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave 


REDNEX BAR-Morinville 10413-100 Ave, Morinville, 
780.939.6955, rednex.ca 


RED PIANO BAR 1638 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-270 St. 
780.486.7722 


RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 
RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 & 

RIC'S GRILL 24 Perron St, St Albert, 720.460.6602 
ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 720.45 
ROSE AND CROWN 30235-1001 St 


SECOND CUP-Mountain Equipment 12336-102 Ave 
760.45..7574; Stanley Milner Library 7 Sir Winston 

Churchill Sq; Varscona, Varscona Hotel, 106 St, Whyt 
Ave 


SIDELINERS PUB 13018-2127 St, 780.453.6006 
Plaza 8225-112 St; Jasper Ave 104 


Jasper Ave 
SPORTSWORLD 13710-1004 St 
STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 

Plaza 1116-82 Ave, 780.988.8105 Sto 
Plain Rd 12412 Stony Plain Rd, 780.488.1995 
STOLLI'S and Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 
SUEDE LOUNGE 11806 Jasper Ave, 780.482.9797 
TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St Albert, 78045 
UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 
UNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 13820-1094 Ave 
unityofedmonton.ca 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 124:6-132 Ave, 780. 49-59 
WILD WEST SALOON 12912-s0 St, 780.476.33%* 


NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-109A Ave WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 Ave 
OBYRNE'S IRISH PUB 106:6-22 Ave WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 780.436.2286 

ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 XAWRECKS 9303-50 & = 
ORLANDO'S 115363-11 St ¥ AFTERHOURS 1028-102 St, 780.994.3256 yalterbou 


OVERTIME Whiternud Crosang, 4213-106 St, 780.435.3717 
PALACE CASINO-WEM 8383-170 St, 780.444.2012 


com 


YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St Albert 
780.459.0295 
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IT >> BANDS 


The name remains the same 


But is it still the same band when the members are all different? 


Over the holiday, | bought a present— : 
for myself. Unwrapped it and placed it : 
on the turntable. The gift in question, : 
A Good Year For Hardness, the brand- 
spanking new record from one of my 
favourite bands of all-time, Six 
Finger Satellite. 

Even though the press I'd 
read about the record went 
anywhere from middling to 
negative, | couldn't pass on 
the record. After all, | still 
think the band’s Severe Expo- 
sure was one of the great records 
of the 1990s, mixing dark, foreboding 
guitars with screeching synths. : 

The album was better than the reviews had : 


suggested, but not near the band's exper- : 
imental-synthesizer phases it had reached 
before its initial break-up a decade ago. 

But is the band still the band when : 
only two-fifths of the original members 
are still in the line-up? Is it valid to use 
the mame when John MacLean, now 
known as techno-wizard Juan Maclean, a 
man who was so much at the centre of 
the band's sound, didn't come back? 

And that's the question: when should 
a band stop using a name? When key 
members leave? When there's a massive 
change in direction? (My answer is no to 
the second one. Ministry confused enough : 
people in the 1990s with a series of so- : 
called offshoot bands that were, for the : 
most part, just Ministry doing different 


kinds of dance and cowboy music). 


of the decade, making loud, crass, brilliant, 


reformed as the Future of the 
Left; and that act, while still 
brilliant, won't even play one 


clear that a clean break was made. 


: But too many other times | have seen 
: one band member, sometimes just the 
: drummer or a backing keyboard player, : 
: bring together a cadre of touring musi- = original member here, new guy there. 
: cians under the name of the famous : 
: band. Back in 1996, | was working for the 
: Athabasca Advocate, and the hamlet of 
: Wandering River had announced that 
: Styx was going to play the community : 
: centre there. Now, the idea of Dennis 
: DeYoung belting out “Domo arigato, Mr. 
: Roboto" in a community hallin northern : 
: Alberta was an intriguing notion. But 
: the band that was scheduled — the 
: show was eventually, thankfully, can- 


was a part-time member of the band at 


: best, and was more known for his song- 
: writing collaborations with DeYoung. 


: No Tommy Shaw. No James Young. None 
To me, Mclusky was the greatest band : of the cast who made Pieces of Eight, 
} The Grand Illusion or Mr. Roboto. 

: unapologetic punk rock that the band : 
claimed was anything but punk rock. : ker, without Flavor Flav or Terminator 


But, after the departure of just one : X. Lawsuits erupted when the remain- 


member, two-thirds of the band : ing members of the Doors decided to 
: tour using the name. Creedence Clear- 
: water Revisited was, well, CCR without 
: John Fogerty. 

single Mclusky song live. De- : 
spite the fact that two-thirds : part of profit-taking in the music busi- 
of the membership is the same, : 


leader Andy Falkous has made it : for older acts to get back on the road. 


: Genesis and the Police showed us with 
: their gate receipts that there is still a ton 
: of money to be made in classic rock, But, 
: with that pressure comes more and more 


Chuck D. uses the Public Enemy moni- 


As touring becomes a bigger and bigger 


ness, there is more and more pressure 


bands being put together with Band-Aids, 


Six Finger Satellite definitely don't qual- 


: ify as a band that is milking its name—it 
= was never big enough to do that in the 
t first place. Still, | think that this new in- 


carnation of the band would have been 


: better served to come up with a new 
: name, and leave the past in the past 


Still, go out and find GFS' Severe Expo- 


; sure, Paranormalized and Law of Ruins— 
: all were out on Sub Pop—in the stacks. 
: Thank me later. W 

celled — was led by Glen Burtnik, who : 

: Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
: of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
: living in Toronto. 


at Foosh, Blackbyrd every Sat; 9:30pm Lind, Mugbait with Jay Lind, Main Floor; Menace Sessions: SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
= Z Du Plafond, Evan alt rock/electro/trash with Miss Underground House with DJ 
PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first bar CROWN PUB Acoustic Open " ae ze elites 
for the queer community to open Stage during the day/Electric Poykkle, oy Manni 
inadecade with Df Alex’Brown Open Stage at night with Garage, Piotr Grella-Mozejko, BUDDY'S Dj Earth Shiver ‘n' TEMPLE Oh Snapl: Every 
and Eddie Teonflash; gpm (door); Marshall Lawrence; 1:30pm (sign- guests; 7pm (door), 8pm (show); Quake; 8pm; no cover before Saturday, Cobra Commander 
$s wwveplaynightelub.ca up) every Sat, 2-spm. $10 (door), $5 (Beams member/ 1opm. and guests with Degree, Cobra 
pecpee wearing a birthdzy bz!) hip Commander and Battery; gpm 
RED STAR Movin! on Up Fri: DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE- — EMPIREBALLROOM Rock hip [umunancsr an 
i The Gates NEW CITY LIKWID LOU hop, house, mash up h 35 
indie, rock, furik, soul, hip hop Fort Saskatchewan op, 
with Dj Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson ‘Family old-time fiddle musict St aa ENCORE CLUB So Sweeeeet WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fri Spm; $15 (adult)/Sio (seniar/ O'BYRNE'S Live Band Saturday Saturdays local bands 
studenty$5eyeGO at Dow Centre, ——3-7pm; DJ ¢:30opm " Y AFTERHOURS Release 
SPORTSWORLD Roller Skating Ticket Mast ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: 
Disco Pri Nights; 7-10-30pm; = ON THE ROCKS Rausing Every Sat a siffeeni thane Saturday 
sports-world.ca DV8 TAVERN Live music every Wood with DJ Crazy Dave S me AY 
sTOWw's — Sat gpm, $5 OVERTIME Jamaoke: karaoke Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B SUND, 
See EARLY STAGESALOON-Story witha lve band featuring 2a D) Fovake BEER HUNTER-St Albert Open 
STONEHOUSE Plain Harp Dog Brown wi oes FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave stage/jam every Sun; 2-6pm 
DJ Tysin PUBTepdowEh Graeme Guest (blue) PALACE CASINO-WEM Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sunday 
FESTIVAL PLACE Rita Chiarelli The RBg's Decisn icieacke Wesenns Gittars 
a (bine) with Papa ohn King.Jocy PAWN SHOP Of Angels GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT 
Reoabed every Pri ‘Wright, and Brian Kobakayawa , 
Reunion Show, Mapping The HALO For-Those Who Know: Jazz on the Side Sundays: 
TEMPLE T.G1Poydays; gpm (blues); 30pm; $30-$36 at Festival Escape. Define the Line, The rr eh at Dp Gohigie toc beta 
rashid head Se es ee Brown, tobe Monson Nester BLUES ON WHYTE Dustin 
Gitls, Dj Avinder and Dj Toma; QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Delano, Ari Rhodes Roads 
wane James Band (CD release party Northern Lights Folk Club: 
73pm (door), gpm (show) io LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Signature CROWN PUB Latin/world fusion 
AFTERHOURS Foundation Fri {door}, 9pm ( John Wort Hannam (CD Sound Saturdays: with DJTravis jam hosted by Marko Cerda; 
« release); $18 (adv at TIX on the : ee Ee 
™ i$20 (door) Mateeson, Big Daddy, Tweek an‘ musicians from other musi 
SATURDAY a = ~ ae se Snumey: Mr Wedge; 9:30pm (door), $3; backgrounds are invited to jam; 
10 DEGREES Dancehall and = peelgiel RED PANO BAR Hottest 780.447.4495 for guestlist 7pm-dlosing 
irggee night every Sat ee oe dueling piano show featuring the We geri e pUB saturdays: DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Celtic 
AVENUE THEATRE a abe Pees eae Papers Peas ‘Top 40, requests with DJ Sheri Music Session, hosted by Keri- 
Intensives, ‘Wetaskiwin ing jazz trios 2 ; 
“gilante Typewriter, The the ast - ape Rae oe rire -  NEWCITYLIKWIDLOUNGE §=— Lynne Zwicker, ¢-7pm 
; fein Sea Ny ’ k Rawk Saturdays with EDDIE SHORTS Sunday acoustic 
Weekend Kid, Keep the Light month: The Don Berner Trio; gum (loos) Punk Rawk Saturday: ya 
On (punk rock} no minors; 7pm 9pm; S10 Todd and Alex oriented open stage hosted by 
oor’ $10 es TOUCH OF CLASS Joe NEW CITY SUBURBS Blick Undle Jimmy; all gear provided; 
WACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hie thew wih Jone, Shane Tifa ee Polished Chrome Saturdays oat 
cf the Dog: live acoustic music = eel oad z WILD WEST SALOON Kory industrial, Electro and alt with J AND R BAR Open jam/stage 
rery Saturday afternoon; this PUB Wios Dervish, Anonymouse, Blue Jay every Sunday hosted by Me Next 
week Rick Overwater, 4-6pm; ee sa aeare cess WINSPEAR CENTRE Colin PAWN SHOP SONIC Presents and the Have-Nots; 3-7pm 
=e eae : James, Suzie McNeil; all ages; Live On Site! Anti-Club Saturdays: UDALER ALETORSUM Lyi 
BLUE CHAIR CAPE Bishop, Pe 8pm (show), $49.50 and $39.50 at rodk, indie, punk, rock, dance, Lovett and his Large Band, Bryan 
Sandall and Raut IEFFREV'S Marco feo Winspear box office retro rock 8pm (door) Taylor, tickets at TicketMaster 
Cetera ss IEWCASTLE PUB Sund: 
BLUES ON WHYTE PLANET INDIGO-Jasper Ave NI lay 
Saturdays: breaks acoustic open stage with Willy 
SGspect (evening) (azz) CONVOCATION HALL electro house with PI residents James and Crawdad; j-6pm 
GROXK BAR Future Echoes, B'S PUB Molsons Sat open Edmonton Chamber Music RED STAR Saturdays indie NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday 
a every Saturday afternoon Society: Toronto Consort's rock, bip hop, and electro with Ben 7, 9pm 
ieural Manifest, Horde; S38" ety: Co ck, hip hop, i hosted by Ben Disaste 
Pm (door $12,(door) " hosted by Lenny and The Cats; The Da Vinet = ae oh 1) J Hot Philly and guests (sign-up); no cover 
om (adult/$20 (senion)/Sx0 (student WUS Survival metal _O'BYRNE'S Open micjam with 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays, RENDEZVOUS Survival m 
CAFE at TIX on the Square Robb Angus (the Wheat Poo!) 
"3>-10pm; Free MORANGO'S TEK night 
CASING EDMONTON souled 3 SPORTSWORLD Roller Skating © ON THE ROCKS Shocker 
aineh Disco Saturdays; ipm-43opmand Sundays with Matt Landry and 
NAKED CYBER CAFE AZUCAR PICANTE Every Sat DJ or epoets-worldica the Dry Land Band; opm 
=e thats paeoeaeene enh 2 betes br Pet STOLLI'SON WHYTE Top 40, ORLANDO'S 2 PUB Sundays 
aed Bal res Dee oe BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE R&B, house with People’s DJ Open Stage Jam hosted by The 
COAST TO COAST Live bands Agaperaygunexperiment, Jay Saturday DJs on three levels 


SHoOws 


Call 780.481.YUKS 
FOR TICKETS & INFO 


e®SeeeeeeeeeeseeSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeo, 
2 
See eceeeeeeseeaeeeeeeeOeoeoeoesee 


HE YARDBIRDS, 
AND MORE! 


ALL SHOWS DOORS AT 7PM ° i 02 FORT nD 643 4000 
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|Q4/15 DEMO RELEASE 


THE DEAD COLD 


VIVISECT & T0SCA 


FUTURE FCHOES 


NEURAL MANIFEST / GORGON HORDE 


|O1/19 TROUBADOUR TUESDAYS 


WHAYLA BROOK 
ND MARK FEDUK 


ETHAN COLLISTER 


WISHING WELL WITH ARIANE MAHAYRE LEMIRE 


FIELD DAY 
WAGBEARD / TRENT BUHLER 


AN) RATTLESNAKE ROMEO 
01/26 TROUBADOUR TUESDAYS 


JAMES RENTON 
NJIOEW > 


SEX & CANDY 


90'S PARTY WITH DJ GREG GORY & RD CHOKE 


HREAVISIDE 


RHEUBIUS | RADIOFLYER 


THE CHRIS TABBERT REGRET 
HICHELESABURI &THEFOIOS 


HOSTED BY MARK FEDUM OF RED RAM / UNCAS 


PAPER TONGUES 


(OL/16 2ND ANNUAL 


MOBILIZE-CAMTA DJ 


FUNDRAISER 


@i/22 THE UNION PRESENTS 


DESOUSA DRIVE / SEKSTON SLANG 


(4/29 LIVENATION PRESENTS 


DOWN WITH 
WEBSTER 


INWARD EYE / WE ARE THE TAKE 


|GL/SO OW SWAP & Y AFTERHOURS PRESENT 


PROPA TINGZ / WILL BAILEY / DEGREE 


DEGREE & Y AFTERHOURS BIRTHDAY BASH! 
|@2/OS THE PROTEGE PRESENTS 


ARE OF AQUARIUS 


ILLGATES | BLUELUMAR MONKEY | THE PROTE 


|@2/OG FOUNDATION PRESENTS 


Q2Z/AA UNION & BIG ROCK UNTAPPED PRESENT 


MICHAEL BERNARD FTZGRALD 
LOUD LOVE CHOIR 


IVIEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 


ALL EVENTS (8+ * DOORS AT 9PM 


e with DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
C- ousna ee Du BATTERY az¢ WEEKLY GUESTS 
SATURDAYS 


ELECTRIFIED DUBWISE DANCEROCK 
BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDDIM 


Vindicators (blues/rock); 3-8pm 
REXALL PLACE Guns ’N’ Roses, 
Sebastian Bach, Danko Jones; 7pm. 
(door), 8pm (show); $49.50, $69.50 
and $89.50 at TicketMaster 
ROYAL COACH Petro Polujin 
(classical guitar); spm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE European 
Inspirations: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, 

William Eddins (conductor), 
Daniel Fung (piano, Shean 
‘Competition winner), Robin 
Doyon (trumpet); apm. 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improv, Jameoki and DJ Tim 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sunday Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pmj; 
Main Floor: Got To Give It Up: 
Funk, Soul, Motown, Disco with 
DJ Red Dawn 

BUDDY'S Dj Bobby Beatz; 
9pm; Drag Queen Performance; 
no cover before 1opm 

FLOW LOUNGE Stylus Sundays 
GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 

Get Down Sundays with 
Neighbourhood Rats 

SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE 
Reggae on Whyte: RnR 
Sundays with DJ IceMan; no 
minors; 9pm; no cover 
SPORTSWORLD Roller 
Skating Disco Sundays; 
1-4:30pm; sports-world.ca 
WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS, guests; no cover 


MONDAY 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sleeman Mondays: live music 
monthly; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Studebaker 


John and the Hawks 


DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB Open 
Stage Mondays with different 
songwriters hosting each 
week; presented by Jimmy 
Whiffen of Hole in the Guitar 
Productions; 8-12 

NEW CITY This Will Hurt 
you Mondays: Johnny Neck 
and his Job present mystery 
musical guests 
PLEASANTVIEW 
COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
instrumental old time fiddle 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
PROHIBITION Chicka-Dee-Jay 
Monday Night: Soul, R&B, British 
Invasion, Ska, Rocksteady, and 
more with Michael Rault 

ROSE BOWL/ROUGE 
LOUNGE The Legendary Rose 
Bowl Monday Jam: hosted by 
Sherry-Lee Wisor and Darrek 
Anderson; 8pm 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Monday Noon Music students, 
faculty and guests (organ 
repertoire); 12pm; free 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
no minors; gpm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor; Eclectic Nonsense, 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad 
Rock, TJ Hookah and Rear 
Admiral Saunders 

BUDDY'S DJ Dust'n' Time; 9pm. 
FILTHY MCNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


LUCKY 1B Industry Night with DJ 
Chad Cook every Monday 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Studebaker 
John and the Hawks 


BRIXX Troubadour Tue: with Ayla 


Brook and Mark Feduk 
(CROWN PUB Underground At 
‘The Crown: underground, hip 
hop with DJ Xaolin and Jae Maze; 
open mic; every Tue; opm; $3 
‘THE DRUID IRISH PUB Open 
stage with Chris Wynters; 9pm 
LB’S PUB Ammar's Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night; 9pm-1am; featuring guests; 
hosted by Mark Ammar and 

Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie; this 
weeks guests are Crawdad and 
Ronnie Rault 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 
OVERTIME Tue acoustic jam 
hosted by Robb Angus 
SECOND CUP-124 Street Open 
mic every Tue; 8-10pm 
SECOND CUP-Stanley 
Milner Library Open mic 
every Tue; 7-9pm 
SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All 
Star Jam with Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar, 8pm 


ENTERPRISE SQUARE ATRIUM 
Enterprise Square concerts: The 
Enterprise String Quartet; lecture~ 
introductions by guest scholar; 
430pm; free; reserve at gtardif@ 
ualbertaca 


UNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON Anna 
Beaumont; 4pm (service), 
6:15pm (concert); $10 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: CSR's Eddie Lunchpail; 
Wooftop: with DJ Gundam 
BUDDY'S Dj Arrow Chaser; 9pm 
ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; 
no cover with student ID 

FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
Latin and Salsa music, dance 
lessons 8-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; no cover 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
‘billy, Ghoul-rock, spooky with 
DJ Vylan Cadaver 


FOR A CHANGE TO WIN TWO TICKETS 
TO THE HILLTOP HOODS, 


SEND YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 
HOODS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


TO 


wt 
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FEBRUARY 12 
PAWN SHOP 


GET TICKETS AT Union vents "Com on ticketmaster.ca 
AT ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, CHARGE BY PHONE 760-451-8000 , FOOSH AND BLACKBYRD 


PROHIBITION Tuesday Punk 
Night 

RED STAR Tuesdays: 
Experimental Indie Rock, Hip 


Hop, Electro with DJ Hot Philly 
eS 


ARTERY Julie Doiron, Attack 
in Black; $10 (ady) at theartery. 
2, Blackbyrd, Listen; 7pm. 
(door); $10 (adv at Blackbyrd, 
Listen)/$12 (door) 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: Glitter Gulch 
Wednesdays; Manraygun 
BLUES ON WHYTE Studebaker 
John and the Hawks 
COPPERPOT RESTAURANT 
Live jazz every Wednesday night; 
Charlie Austin; 6-9pm. 

EDDIE SHORTS Wed open stage, 
band oriented, hosted by Chuck 
Rainville; 9pm-iam 

FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Hower 
Open Stage with Brian Gregg 
HAVEN SOCIAL Open stage with 
Jonny Mac; 8:30pm; no cover 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
NEW CITY Circ-O-Rama- 
Licious: Gypsy and circus fusion 
spectaculars; last Wed every 
month 

OVERTIME Dueling pianos 
featuring The Ivory Club 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam 
presented by the Northern 
Bluegrass Circle Music Society 
every Wednesday evening 
PROHIBITION Wednesdays with 
Roland Pemberton I 

RED PIANO BAR Jazz and Shiraz 
Wednesdays featuring Dave 
Babcock and his Jump Trio 
RIVER CREE Wednesdays Live 
Rock Band hosted by Yukon 
Jack; 7:30-9pm 

SECOND CUP—Mountain 
Equipment Open Mic every 

Wed, 8-10pm 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE- 
College Plaza Open mic every 
Wed; hosted by Ernie Tersigni; 
8:30-10pm. 


TEMPLE Wyld Style Wedne= 
Live hiphop, everyWed-s; 


at Noon: Chanticleer (voice. 
and early instruments); 25, 
“12:50pm; free; 780.468 496, 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Wednesday Nights: with Dj 
Hark j 


BUDDY'S DJ Dust 'n' Time: goin 
nocoverbeforeiopn 
DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE w;, 
up Wednesdays: R&B, hiphop 
reggae, old skool, regpacton v 
InVinceable, Touch It, week’ 
guest DJs 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays 
Rock This 

IVORY CLUB DJ ongoing eve 
Wed; open DJ night; opm-clo: 
all DJs welcome to spin a 
every Wed 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/raz 
with DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
DJ Row Slade (indie, punk and 
metal) 

NEW CITY SUBURES Shak 

It with Greg Gory and Eddie 
Lnchpail; no minors; 9pm (de 
NIKKI DIAMONDS Punk and 
"Sos metal every Wednesday 
RED STAR Guest Djs every 
Wednesday 

STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; opm 
STOLLIS Beatparty Wednesdays 
House, progressive and 
electronica with Rudy Electrc 

DJ Rystar, Space Age and weekly 
guests; gpm-zam 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays 
new DJ; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Wednesday 


Read 
ee 


INFO SERIES 


Building Your Career In 
The Music Industry 


RECORD LABEL 
INFO SESSION 


Reps from Sony Music, 
Universal Music, EMI and 
Shameless Records Canada| 


Tuesday, 
January 19, 2010 
7:00 pm 


The Brixx Bar & Gril! 
10030 - 102 Street 


Members - Free 
Non Members - $5-0° 


For More Information, 
Please Contact AB Music at 
(780) 428 - 3372 


OLLISTER 


ted inspiration 


- othing really metaphorical in 

Ethan C 's song about being a 

J yp reat 

Well. His lyrics are a literal rendering of 

wee bbe had fer a handful of summers 

in Northern Alberta, from deer who eat 

the food he's trying to grow to fisding fine 
company talking to himself. 

The song, however, is a great metaphor 
for the way he makes music—simply and 
without a lot of hidden meaning. Wishing 
Well was written up on an isolated hilltop, 
and rehearsals with other musicians hap- 
pened justthe day before recording, giving 
thealbum the impromptu feel ofa fireside 
jam. Itis fun and in the now. 

“| actually only met Todd [Bifford], my 
drummer, the day before we went into the 


all came together very quickly, and I think 
in terms of putting together parts, every- 
body tried to give the song what it needed. 
There was justa lot ofintuition involved in 
the process. 

"If you have players that can rise to that 
challenge and not know the songs very 
well and be able to just do it, it's pretty 
excellent,” he adds. "I was pretty thrilled. 
I feel pretty fortunate to have worked with 
the players that I worked with.” 

And it isn't just his music that is ap- 
proached this way—while the melody isan 
important vehicle, the story is the thing. It 
is what connects us to one another. Just as 
he's the "lookout on the lookout," he's the 
storyteller of the storytelling. 

"I got more and more interested in artists 
that tell stories—folk music, that’s what 
it's rooted in. For me a lyric that tells a sto- 
ry, that’s what engages me in music,” he 


POLLO nn ety 


like that in my music as well.” 


stories we tell ourselves and oth- 
ers are always changing, however. It's 
impossible to listen to Collister’s third 
album and not hear how fruitful his time 
as a lookout has been, but cutting him- 
self off from the world for summers is 
not without its downside. 

“It's something on my mind more and 
more these days even, because the type 
of music I'm pursuing right now, the 
dream would be to play more festivals. 
So it's tricky when you remove yourself 
from the world at the time of year when 
all of that is happening,” he admits. "I'm 
not really sure what to say about that, 
except that I'm thinking about it and I 
don't know. That job, realistically, may 
not be forever for me, if I keep going 
with the music.V 
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M.0.R.P.H. 
studio. We played for three hours togeth- . 
er, and the next thing you know, we were 


trying to go to tape,” Collister says. "So it 


says. "I've always been most interested in 
the writing and the songwriting, and I've 
tried my best to try and create something 
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PREVUE // THE DEAD COLD 


Accidentally on purposes 


Supposed to just be for kicks, the Dead Cold is getting hot 


| Michael James Band 


WARY 71 | SAT JANUARY 18 


SAT JANUARY 23 4 FRI JANUARY 22 F THU JAW 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 5 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 


BRYAN BIRTLES 


Foam Raahie & Eamon McGrath 


Feast or Famine & The Ladyhillers 


Maurice 
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// BRYAN® VUEWEEKLY.COM 
a Sie the best things just hap- 
jpen—no planning required. In fact, 
sometimes planning can getin the way 
of doing something actually cool. A 
lack of a plan is the modus operandi 
of local brutal/grind band the Dead 
Cold, a band that will be releasing its 
four-song demo this Friday at Brixx. 
As drummer Bryan "Machine" New- 
bury explains, the Dead Cold wasn't 
ever going to record and release any- 
thing, or even really play a show, but 
one thing always leads to another. 

tear =e : “Originally the band itself was never 

} gonna be anything serious. We had 

never really planned on it—we were 

just jamming for fun, anid it's still for 
“WILD, WITTY 

WET AND 

ALTOGETHER 


WINNING” 


- The New York Times (US) 


Ln Ou 


fun,” he says, before explaining that 
the demo idea came from guitarist 
Andrew “Muscles” Henwood. "It's a 
four-song effort, pretty brutal stuff. 
It's really raw and entirely live off the 
floor. There's no triggers or samples, 
no metronome was used, it's basically 
just us jamming with alittle vocals and 
solo overdubs.” 


Though Newbury has been in a num- 
ber of bands over the years, and in- 
deed has a few projects on the go right 
now, he explains that the chemistry 
he found between he and Henwood 
has been a pleasant surprise, one that 
fans of the band will be able to hear for 
themselves on the release. 

"We started jamming kinda random- 
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SNUGGLE UP FOR AN EVENING 


SAM BAKER & 
ees MORLIZ 


EDMONTON AB * SHOW 8 PM 
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cm OMI 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT LINIONEVENTS COM AND ticketmasterca 
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ly and I never thought it would becom: 
what it is, but we have this uncann, 
chemistry for writing tunes, co 

up with heavy, brutal, fun stuff, 

it just kind of flowed from us," s; 
Newbury. "The guy's a riff machi 
I've had chemistry with other p| 

in the past but I've found it really 

to find someone with which you },; 
gel and music just flows from you. He’ 
got this winning energy to him, he's 0; 
all the time—I swear he eats a pow; 
of sugar every morning.” W 


Written and Directed by DANIELE FINZI PASCA 


MARCH 10 & 11, 2010 


NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 


no Ty 


PREVUE // MONOTONIX 


Riot squad 


Monotonix brings chaos and disorder 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
// BRYAM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ees eeresannernerencersneians ft tA ASRS ELREROHRTENTAE 

e riots which greeted Canada Day in 
te and the ascendence of the Oil- 
ers to the Stanley Cup Finals in 2006 may 
have receded slightly from the collective 
memory of this city, but the fury and cha- 
os of those nights will almost certainly 
be recreated when Israel's Monotonix 
throws down a considerable gauntlet 
at New City. Known primarily for its 
bruise-inducing live shows, where the 
band often insists on playing on the floor 
amongst the people regardless of wheth- 
er or not there is a stage, Monotonix is 
also a formidable band on record. 

The band's newest, entitled Where 
Were You When it Happened?, is a fat 
slab of rock 'n’ roll, thick and greasy, 
with plenty of meat on the bone. A 
Monotonix show isn't as much about 
the music, however, as it is about the 
spectacle—a spectacle that is absolute 
pandemonium from note one. That 
kind of energy is nearly impossible to 
capture onto a record, though as singer 
Ami Shalev explains, the band did as 
much as they could get away with. 

“Lthink this one we did better than the 
first EP. The idea behind this record is 
that we recorded it the same way that 
we play our live shows—there's almost 
no overdubs and we played together 
with the drums and the guitar and even 
most of the vocal tracks are live from 
the live sessions. That's how we tried to 
translate the live energy,” he says over 
the phone from Tel Aviv. "Of course we 
didn't bring total chaos into the studio 
because I think the studio owner would 
have kicked us out, but we tried to do it 
as close to the live shows as possible." 


The band tours so much that, as Shalev 
explains, it almost never practises old 
songs, instead focusing on making new 
ones. With a couple written between 
the European tour that just ended and 
the Canadian tour just beginning, the 


GOT THE MUNCHIES? 


CANDY /POPCORN/COOKIES 


NU AT WWW SNACKATTACK.CA 
ASH/CREDIT/DEBIT-AT-DOOR 


Dial it up! 


780.669.2420 
SNAGKATTAGK 


LATE NIGHT DELIVERY 


wide debvery between 9:00 pm end 4:30 am, seven 
mk Minera $10 order. See webeitelmenu for Getets. 


band is looking forward to laying a few 
down in the near future. 

"Because we're touring so much the 
only thing we practise is new songs— 
we've got two new songs that we wrote 
when we came back from Europe ... I 
think we'll be recording them at the end 
of this tour in Chicago with Steve Albi- 
ni," Shalev says, explaining that Albini’s 
way of working seems like it will suit 


Monotonix's very well. "He likes to cap- 
ture the energy in the most natural way 
the band sounds. He's legendary. 
THU, JAN 21(9 PM) 
MONOTONIX 
WITH THE GET DOWN, PAUL JAMES COUTTS & 
COWLS 
NEW CITY, $20 
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FEBRUARY 3- EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


AS AT BPM - ALL AGES WELCOME 
TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


MICHAEL 
BERNARD 
FITZGERALD 


& THE LOUD LOVE CHOIR 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


FEBRUARY 11, 2010 - STARLITE ROOM 


» 
SHOW AT 8PM -TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD ckua vida VME 


FEBRUARY 12- PAWN SHOP 


DOORS AT AIM [8+ [OD REQUIRED 
TIN. ALSO AL FOO SH & BLACKBYRD 


SONAFEPRCTICA 
WITH POWERGLOVE 
MARCH 21 

STARLITE ROOM 


WITH MUTINY WITHIN 


A 6 
STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS AT 8PM - 18+ ID REQ. 
TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


DOORS AT 8PM - 18+ ID REQ. 
TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


ticketmasterca 7 000 FOL ATTWITTE ON 


THE CHEF OF THE WU-TANG CLAN... 


RAEK&90 


ONLY BUILT FOR CUBAN LINKS 2 TOUR 
WITH E.I. FEATURING RASUL SYED, GLOBAL SYNDICATE 


K-BLITZ & SONIK & DJ TWIST 


WITH RAPTORS & IME SECRETARIES 


nant 


JUST ANNOUNCED! 
TICKETS ON SALE 


a IRA SS TIRONAUT 
ml» PAWNSHOP 


LIBRARY VOICES 


SAT FEBRUARY 27 WED FEBRUARY 24 i MON FEBRUARY 


pilus LIONS FOR SHEEP « ouesrs 


MH STARLITE 


ELECTR ait 


3H PAWNSHOP 


JAY MALINOWSKI 


Pédeuin Sourdetast 


WITH GUESTS KINNIE STARR & MICHAEL RAULT 


FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND MORE INFO GO TO 


FRIDAY MARCH 19 


SUN MARCH 2 
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Owen Pallett 
Heartland 


(Domino) 
kkk te 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
FE Owen Pallett's follow-up to his 
inaugural-Polaris Prize-winning 
He Poos Clouds (back when he was still 
called Final Fantasy, since dropped 
since he's going to start distributing 
albums in Japan), it's actually better to 
look to an EP he released in the fall of 
2008. Spectrum, 14th Century was a col- 
laboration with Beirut's Zack Condon, 
organized around the -idea—Pallett 
admits to considering the term "con- 
cept album” a bit redundant—that the 
songs were "field recordings” taken 
from the fictional isle of Spectrum dur- 
ing a century in which their god, clev- 
erly named Owen, began to grow sick 
of their rapacious and lustful ways. 
Heartland picks up on Spectrum in two 
important ways. First of all, its organiz- 
ing idea is that it is the first-person 
story of Lewis, a Spectrumian (Spec- 
trumese?) farmer who sets out on a 
quest to meet his god, Owen. Secondly, 
it continues Spectrum's tendency away 
from the violin loops of the original 
Final Fantasy albums for something 
downright orchestral, an expansive but 
shrewdly arranged melange of strings, 
horns, woodwinds, cymbals and snares 
that's probably the closest pop gets to 
classical this side of Joanna Newsom. 
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top 10 sellers 


01. contra vampire weekend 
02. embryonic flaming lips 

03, fall be kind animal collective 
04. glitter & doom tom waits 

05. transference spoon 
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That's not just idle hyperbole, in this = 
case: Pallett actually recorded the al- : 
bum with the Czech symphony. And : 
while that obviously lets him indulge : 
tics and treats that are just not gener- : 
ally possible on a pop album, it also : 
trades some of Beirut's folky, inviting : 


charm for a more buttoned-up auster- 


dry sense of humour, and where some 


here the arrangements sometimes get 


ing the joke. 


not downright danceable. 3 


these are usually heady pleasures. Spec- 


trum, 14th Century played against that : 
by incorporating some of Beirut's bit- : 
tersweetness and light; He Poos Clouds : 
maximized it by incorporating the dry : 
wit into the music. There are touches : 
: required listening. The most interest 


of both approaches on Heartland, but 


not enough of either to match up with : 
either of those. There are worse waysto : 
spend an hour, but this still isn’t Pallett : 
= 10000 Marbles, a.k.a. Mike Haliechuk 
: A glimpse into the inner-workings of 

: band nearly as famous for not getting 
: along with each other as it is for its 
: crushing hardcore-indie mish mash o! 
: sound and chaotic live shows, the liner 
: notes go straight to the thought pro 
: cesses behind the different versions 0! 


at the height of his powers. W 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


‘ 


real life is no cool crico 
4 tal 


06. album girls 

07. psychic chasms neon indian 
08. ghana special v/a 

09. s/t von bingen 

10. childish prodigy kurt vile 


: the songs included on the album anc 
: give a peek into the way the band re 
: cords. It's this rare glimpse that makes 
: itsuchasuccess—some of these tracks 
: you wouldn't want to hear a D) play, but 
> the origin stories are worth reading 

: BRYAN BIRTLES 
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? Boxcar Campfire 

: (Little Pig) 
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Rockabilly guitar 
virtuoso Paul Pigat 
playfully ventures 
into the darkness 
with 2 new, Mostly 
acoustic album 
Boxcar Campfire 
Best known for fronting Cousin Harley, 


; Pigat proves he is not only a genius on 
ity, not necessarily an improvement: : 
underneath his highfalutin ideas, Pal- : 
lett is a witty songwriter with a dark, A 


the axe, but can pen some epic songs as 
well. Reminiscent of the best of Johnny 
Cash and Tom Waits, Pigat mixes pa- 


: thos and comedy to create a rich and 
of his earlier work (especially He Poos : 
Clouds) used the chamberish sounds of : 
the violin to subtly counterpoint that, : 


vibrant narrative landscape on which 
he unleashes his tales of murder, re- 
venge, love and loss. With songs per- 


= fectly suited to both a campfire on a 
too precious, as if the players are miss- : 


warm Alberta night and the most or- 


: nate concert hall in the land, this aj 

It's not always the case, though. : 
Album standout "Oh Heartland, Up : 
Yours!,” Lewis's blunt critique of Ow- : 
en's governance, uses subdued wood- : 
winds and a distant knock to seta dry : 
mood, before slowly building towards : 
its eponymous cry, which only serves : 
to make the juxtaposition of lines like : 
"a concatenation of locusts" and "Oh : 
Heartland, up yours!" all the more bit- : 
ing. The lively "Flare Gun" also gets a : 
fair bit of life, occasionally popping off : 
into asides that sound like the Looney : 
Tunes orchestra soundtracking some- : 
one falling down the stairs, but more : 
generally just matching Pallett's wit : 
with a sonic equivalent. "The Great : 
Elsewhere" goes in a bit of a different : 
direction, staccato synths and pulsing : 
strings making Lewis’ pain palpable, if : 
: outofreach to all but the richest of hip 

Basically .what it boils down to, : 
though, is that Pallett's intellect often : 
gets in the way of feeling a lot in the : 
way of emotion when he's singing: : 
: demo-ish and a bit unfinished—and, 


bum is an incredible revelation to start 
the year. 

JIM DEAN 

// iM @VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ee eee 
Fucked Up 

"Couple Tracks" 

(Matador) 

tok ko 


An interesting look 
at Fucked Up's ori- 
gins and continu- 


«| ing processes, 
"Couple Tracks" 
brings _ together 


lesser-known B- 
sides, early singles—now hopelessly 


sters on eBay—and demo versions of 
better-known singles. The music itself 
might not be as interesting to casual 
fans of the band for whom it might fee! 


technically, much of it is—but for those 
who read each member's blog and even 
found the fan page devoted to lead 
singer Pink Eyes on behalf of the "bear" 
community—it should be considered 


ing part of the whole package, howev 
er, is the snarky liner notes presumably 
written by guitarist and spokesperso! 


// BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


GOT THE MUNCHIES? 
CHIPS/CHOCOLATE BARS © _CANDY/POPCDAN/CODHES 
POP/ENERGY DRINKS DIAL-A-BOTTLE 


SEE DUR MENU AT WN SNACKATTACK.GA 
WE ACCEPT CASH/CREDIT/DEBIT-AT-DOOR 


Dial it up! 


780.669.2420 
(SNACKATTAGE 


(res. ACHE Bio LATE NIGHT DELIVERY 


Edmonton-wide daltvery Setwoen 8:00 pm and 4:50 
Caysweek Mirscrum $10 order, See websmennen 


Rich Wor ItOnYa : 
= 7 


Jet 


cut offany fingers to make this record, but 


should be: fun and genuinely house-rock- 


Just be yourselves, and keep that finger 


when you might need it. 
TED WRIGHT 
// TEOWRIGHT @ VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Dawn Landes 
Sweet Heart Rodeo 
(Cooking Vinyl) 
toot 


fine and varied figure along the way. 
EDEN MUNRO 
// EDEM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Katharine McPhee 
Unbroken 

(Verve Forecast) 
tokio 


all groundbreaking, but as faras dressed- 


down pop tunes go, one could do worse : 
than this set with its emphasis on melo- : — 
: Ernesto Cervini Quartet 


dy and licated arrangments. 


There are stumbles—"Terrified" isafairly : 
rote and saccharine one of those—but : 
McPhee pulls off some gentle, inviting : 
pop often enough to get through the re- 
! To write smug, smart-ass haiku 
: When the disc is great 


cord. Just not without a few bumps. 
EDEN MUNRO 
| EDEM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


: Marianne Faithfull 
; Dreamin' My Dreams 
> (Nems) 

? Originally released: 1976 


: The English folksinger whose 
: first chart success had come 
: In 1964 with the Mick Jagger- 
: Keith Richards penned "As Tears 
: Go By hardly 
ieee etipcceien : 
: to cast herself in 
this Vancouver-based duo managesto pull : 
off that boogie, along with a multitude of : 
other styles found on this disc. Gospel, : 
deltablues,aGordie-Johnsonassistedtune : 
(one of the strongest tracks) and no God : 
damn bass make a compelling argument : 
forthe group's version of what rock'n'roll : 
: up with Jagger, 
ig. The music barely covers what these : 
cats can do live, although all of it feels : 
off-the-floor and definitely raw. I could : 
do without mentions of the Mississippi, : 
jujuand "bidness," though—guys, you're : 
white and probably barely from East Van. : 
: house than any- 
you found close by. You never know : 


: Jookabox 
The world has cer- : 
tainly changed in : 
the last 10 years. : 
The American Idol- : 
| launched stream of : 
releases from con- : 

- 4 testents has grown : 

into a river—so many, in fact, that it : 
hardly seems to matter anymoreifsome- : 
one started there so much as what they : 
do afterwards. Such is the case with : 
Katharine McPhee's latest: it's a pop al- 
bum, and attimesit cutsdeeperthanthe : 
club anthems that are her biggest com- : 
petition. Not that McPhee's album is at : 


ALBUM E\ 


seemed the sort 


the midst of an 
album of country 
tunes. Neither 
did the swinging- 
‘60s songstress 
who left her first 
husband to hook 


only to become 
more famous for fj 


being cloaked 
only in a fur rug 
during a drug 


bust at Richards' 


thing she'd done ATE: ti 
But fast forward a few more years—past 


: the tightening grip of a heavy drug addic- 
: tion and some more-than-hard living— : 
: and a singer emerges who was no longer 
: suited to the wispy folk of her seemingly 
SS 


long gone youth. Harsh circumstances 


practice that continues to this day. 
thing yet to become familiar, and the 


was well-suited for Dreamin' My Dreams, 
her only foray into country music. 


of Dreamin' My Dreams’ 12 songs give the 
record a focus that serves it well Lyrically, 
the singer sounds very much at home in the 


Dead Zone Boys 
(Asmatic Kitty / Joyful Noise) 


Amazingly dense 
This is more dense than Glenn Beck 
But not enraging 


Alice Russell 
Pot Of Gold Remixes 
(Six Degrees) 


Top-notch soul disco 


Like the Gossip but slicker 
The "Glossip" maybe? 


Little Black Bird 
(Anzic) 


It's kind of harder 


storm, teetering upon an edge with 
ttle indication as to which way 
she might fall. 

Faithfull reveals her approach 
in the title track that opens the 
album, where she offers in her 

womvoice, "Some daylllget over 
you / Iil live to see it all through 
/ But fll always miss / Dreamin’ my 
dreams with you,” 

only to follow that 
chorus with the 
almost matter-of- 
fact statement 
of independence, 
"But | won't let it 
change me, not 
if | can / I'd rather 
believe in love / 
Tl give it away as 
much as | can / 
To those that I'm 
fondest of.” 

It's the never- 
say-die refusal to 
@ quit that Faithfull 
) assumes here 


that Gshanes Dreamin’ My Dreams into an 
: album that shows its scars unapologeti- 
? cally at the same time as it shakes a fist 


in defiance. In Faithfull’s hands, hurt is not 


: something to be ashamed of, but rather 
: it's an obstacle to be dealt with along the 
: paths of life. 

: over a decade had been tough on Faith- : 
: full and the delicate nuances began fading : 
: from her voice, descriptions like "whisky- : 
+ soaked" and "gravelly" becoming routine 
? when discussions turned to Faithfull—a : 
Despite the implica- : 
tions in the album's : 
title Dawn Landes's : 
Sweet Heart Rodeo is : 
at times folky, coun- : 
try at others, butal- : 
ways with some in- : 
die-pop flourishes throughout. The : 
tripped out spirals on “Love” dissolve : 
into the driving country of "Sweetheart : 
of the Rodeo,” and the record keeps on : 
rolling across the landscape, cutting a : 


To be sure, Faithfull casts a strong 
character on the album, but she's by no 


: means a winner here, often as a result 
+ of her own doing, singing at one point, 


"Here | go down that wrong road again 


: / Going back where I've already been / 
In 1976, though, that voice was some- : 


Even though | know where it will end / 


: Here | go down that wrong road again.” 
shift was jarring. Yet, the new rasp that : 
had found its way into Faithfull’s tones : 


The soulful, string-laden country strum- 
ming that backs Faithfull's voice through- 


: out offers support, though; the steel of the 
: band props her up during her weakest mo- 

Though she has only one songwriting cred- : 
it on the album Faithfull’s interpretations : 


ments—an admission of her own mistakes 
on “All | Wanna Do In Life” or a tinge of a 


: mean streak on "Fairytale Hero." Through it 
: all, the band carries her along with gentle 
: ebbs and flows, working in counterpoint to 
: record's landscape full of hearts thatare not: 
= so much shattered as they are cracked, frac- : 
: tures spider-legging their way ever farther : 
: out. The album is veiled in a sense of uncer- 
: tainty, with a feeling that Faithfull is singing : 
: froma place where the calm belies acoming : 


the heartbreak of Faithfull’s words. 
The late-'70s music scene would soon 
push the singer in a new direction on 


: 1979's Broken English, leaving Dreamin’ 


My Dreams as a lonely beacon in Faith- 
full's catalogue, W 


Jay Aymar 
om, Halfway Home 
(Independent) 


Pleasingly pleasant 
Strummin’ hobo on a train 


: Or...a basement suite 


Vivek Shraya 
: Keys & Machines 
: (Vivekshraya.com) 


i Electronic pop 
: A tackle box full of hooks 
: And bad sampled horns 


OO 
: Genitorturers 

: Blackheart Revolution 

: (G-Force) 


i Grandiose riff rock 
: More along the lines of Crile 
: Than crushed testicles 


AMOS 


GARRETT 


JAZZ TRIO 


uma CANCELLED 


FERKON TICKETS WILL BE 
HOMERED POR TOS SHOW 


muni 
ERIM 


= QTD Mech 


d food, good people, great music!” 


St Basils Cultural Centre 


10819-71 Ave 


info: 438-6410 CA Fatitidation 


wwww.fmfe.org 


Tickets available at Megatunes & Tix On The Square 


10425 - B2AVE NOCOVER 10PM 
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COMING RIGHT UP... 


EATery Ca 
EVERY WI DNESDAY, 


Yummy Dr ink 


Check out our menu a 


until Jan 16: Edmonton Arts 


Cultural Diversity 
Open to the public Wedn 
5:30-10pm or by private a! 


Thursday, J 


Wednesday, Jan 20: Julie 


Tickets $10 advan 
$12 at 


Thursday, Jan 21: Rotar 


Thursday, Ja 


An olde time pblugrass t 


All the details at the 


ntina Parties! 
THURSDAY, 


Prices & 


t www.the artery.c4 under 


an 14; Literary S 
Doiron 

with Attack in Black 
ice at www.theartery.ca, 
the door. Doors 7p™- 
y Club Benefit 


ni 28: Big Rock Brewery & 


Big Rock Bluegrass Ho 


ive podcast! Doors 7pm, 


FRIDAY 5:30 soPM 


No Door Charge Before 7pm 


‘Batery 


resents as; 
Ga the Arts Exhibition 
esday, Thursday, 
ppointments. 


& Friday evenings 


aloon CANCELLED 


Blackbyrd and Listen. 


Artery present: ’ 
ur with The Bix Mix Boys 
$5 Cover 


ARTery website § events calendar: 
- 


www.theartery-ca 


SUN, JAN 17 (7 pm) 


GUNS N’ ROSES 
WITH SEBASTIAN BACH, DANKO JONES 
REXALL PLACE, $49.50 ~ $89.50 


How many guitarists does it take to make : 
four albums and an EP? Let's see: Izzy = 
Stradlin, Slash, Tracii Guns, Richard For- : 
tus, Ron "Bumblefoot" Thal, Paul Tobias, D) : 
: FRI, JAN 15 (7 pm) 
Clarke (who, incidentally, was just in a hit- : 
and-run accident when another vehicle hit : 
his motorcycle. Don't worry Rockstar: Su- : 
pernova fans: he's got a broken leg but he's : 
going to be OK). Anyway, it took Guns N' : 
Roses 10 guitar players to make it this far : 
into its career. You can see three of those : 


Ashba, Robin Finck, Buckethead and Gilby 


when the band lands in Edmonton. 
EDEN MUNRO 
//EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


: SUN, JAN 17 (8 pm) 


LYLE LOVETT AND HIS 
LARGE BAND 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, $53.15 - $74.15 


Not only has Lyle Lovett been creating : 
amazing music since 1986, but throughout : 
: all that time he's had the best hair in the 
: music business. It came through unscathed : 

even after a close call on his uncle's farm : 
= in 2002 when a bull rammed him. Thank- ‘ 


fully, Lovett was all right as well 


‘eeurarseeronen eanna nia yerterseaessunnmut nenesrotaolunnenonunaaiannea Siena 


SWITCHFOOT 
WITH PAPER TONGUES 
STARLITE ROOM, $21.50 


the members of Switchfoot continue to 


GIGS THIS WEEK 


: less than a hurricane? It’s like calling 
: an EP Sharks Totally Love Us! Anyway, 
: fans of the band can ask them what’; 
: up if they wait around after the show 
: this Friday. 


SAT, JAN 16 (7 pm) 


COLIN JAMES 
WITH SUZIE MCNEIL 
: FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, $39.50 & $49.50 


: Some reviewers may have called Colin 
: James' latest disc Rooftops and Satellites 
: a "comeback" record but James himself 
: might be more inclined to take a page 
} out of LL Cool J's playbook and refer to 
: it as a “don't call it a comeback record 
: A left turn from some of his big band 
Naming themselves after a surfing term, : 


type stuff, the album is nonetheless 100 


: percent James—the guy's always been a 
be consumed with the sport, so it's a : 
: little weird that the group's latest al- 
> bum was called Hello Hurricane, right? : 
: | mean, what could you possibly want : 


chameleon and he's always been with us 


: Don't call it a comeback. 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
/[BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


HOROSCOPE 


ARIES (Mar 21 — Apr 19) 


The Earth's north magnetic pole is not the : 
same as the geographic North Pole. If you : 


take out a compass to orient yourself to 


ward due north, the compass arrow will : 
actually point toward a spot in the frigid ; 
wilds of Canada. But what's really odd is : 
that the north magnetic pole has been : 


on the move since 1904—scientists 
don't know exactly why—and has 
dramatically sped up in recent 
years. According to National 
Geographic, it's now zoom- 
ing toward Siberia at the 
rate of almost 40 miles per 
year. | suspect that your own 
metaphorical version of mag- 
netic north will also be changing 
in 2010, Aries. By January 201, the 


homing signal you depend on to locate : 


: GEMINI (May 21—Jun 20) 


neered by other scientists and marketing 


current astrological 


others and make good use of 
resources created by others, Just 


everyone a service. 


your place In reality may have migrated : 


significantly. This is a good time to start 
tracking the shift 


TAURUS (Apr 20- May 20) 
The common idea that success spoils 
people by making them vain, egotis 


tic, and self-complacent is erroneous,” : 
te W. Somerset Maugham. “On the : 
contrary, it makes them, for the most : 


part, humble, tolerant, and kind.” | think 


the trajectory 


the last 12 months tends to confirm his 
tk 


of your journey during : 


ory, Taurus. According to my analysis, : 
you set new benchmarks for your per- : 
sonal best in 2009, while at the same : 
time becoming a wiser, riper human be- : 


: CANCER (Jun 21 — Jul 22) 
: A Scorpio is willing and maybe even eager : 
: to share secrets with you. Can you marshal : 
: just the right amount of self-protection— : 
: not too much, not too little—to trust a : 
: little more and go deeper? As for Virgo: 
That under-self-confident person would re- : 
ally benefit from getting more appreciation : 
from you. Don't be stingy. Meanwhile, I think : 
: you're suffering from a misunderstanding : 
about an Aquarius. It will be in your selfish : 
: interest to clear it up. A few more tips: Don't : 
give up on Pisces. There's more to come : 
: LIBRA (Sep 23 — Oct 22) : 
The world's tallest waterfall is Angel Falls : 

: CAPRICORN (Dec 22 — Jan 19) 


not love or war, with a Capricorn. 


ing. Congrats! Now get out there and : 


capitalize on the grace you've earned. Be : 
: 1 like it best when the creek that runs near : 
: my home is wide and deep. It gets that way : 


as organized as possible as you share the 
fruits of your progress 


: LEO (Jul 23 — Aug 22) 


be sure that you give credit where : 
credit is due, and you'llactually be doing : 
: that would be conducive for making love : 
: to, | wouldn't be in the least surprised. 
: These long January nights are ideal times : 
for you Virgos to be unleashing your dor- : SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 — Dec 21) 
> "You can have It all," says fashion designer : 
Luella Bartley. “It's just really hard work." : 
That's my oracle for you, Sagittarlus—not : 
: just for this week, but for the next three : 
: months as well. According to my reading : PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20) 
"Breathe Me" by Sia, “Supermassive Black : 
Hole" by Muse, and"6 Underground” by the : 


when the coast is clearer, Browse but don't : 
buy yet with a Leo. And make business, but : 
: in Venezuela. It was named after Jimmie An- 
: gel, an American who was the first person : 
= to fly a plane over it in 1933. Recently, Ven- : F 
> Meanwhile, your telephone harbors over : 
; 25 O00 germs per square inch and the 


: at high tide, when the moon shepherds in a 
The Onion, which describesitselfas"Amer- : 
ica's Finest News Source," rana feature on : 
: the inventor Thomas Edison. He “changed : 
the face of modern life in 1879," said the : 
report, "when he devised the ground- ; 
breaking new process of taking ideas pio- : 
: may creep in. But I've learned to love that 
them as his own.” The tone was mocking, : 
of course, but I'm perfectly sincere : 
when | urge you to imitate Edison : 
in the coming weeks. Given the : 
omens, : 
you'd be wise to take advan- : 
tage of the breakthroughs of : 


surge of water from the bay. As | gaze out 
at the swollen cascade, | feel full and fertile; 
everything's right with the world. Inevita- 
bly, though, the tide goes out and the flow 
turns meek and narrow. Then my mood 
is less likely to soar. A slight melancholy 


state, too—to derive a quiet joy from sur- 
veying the muddy banks where the water 


once ran, the muck imprinted with tracks of : 


egrets and ducks. Besides, | know it's only a 
matter of time before the tide shifts and the 


cascade returns. Enjoy your own personal : 


version of the low-tide phase, Leo. High tide 
will be coming back your way soon 


VIRGO (Aug 23 — Sep 22) 


if you asked me to make you a mix tape 


mant passion and sharing volcanic pleasure 


and exploring the frontier where delight : 
overlaps with wonder. In the compilation = 


of tunes I'd create for you, I'd probably have 
stuff like "Teardrop" by Massive Attack, 


Sneaker Pimps. But | think it's a better idea 
for you to assemble your own soundtrack. 
Tell me about it If you do. 


ezuela's president suggested that this place 
should be officially renamed Kerepakupai 


: Meru, which is what the indigenous Pemon 
: Indians have always called it. The coming : 
: weeks happen to be a favourable time 
: for you to consider making a comparable : 
? move, Libra; restoring a natural wonder : 
: to its original innocence; rehabilitating the 
: truth about a beautiful resource; returning : 


an old glory to its pristine state. 


: SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21) 
: Inthe first half of 2010, your calling willbe : 
: calling to you more loudly and insistently : 
: than it has in years. It will whisper to you 


seductively while you're falling asleep. It 


of the astrological omens, the cosmos will : 
= recognized sense, maybe, but still: you 
eat it, too, as long as you're willing to man- : 
: age your life with more discipline, master : 
: maybe you will resume studying this sub- 
: Ject on a higher level, but for now youve 
: absorbed all you can. | suggest you giv° 
: yourself a kind of final exam. (Be sure to 
: grade it yourself.) You might also want ‘ 
: carry out a fun ritual to acknowledge th 


indeed permit you to have your cake and 


the crucial little details everyone else 


: neglects, and always give back at least as 
> much as you're given 


The number of bacteria per square 
inch on a toilet seat averages about 50. 


top of your desk has about 21000. I'd like 


you to use this as a metaphor that you can 


: apply more universally. According to my 


analysis, you see, you are over-emphasiz 
ing the risks and problems in one particu 

lar area of your life and underestimating 
them elsewhere. Spend some time this 


: week correcting the misdiagnoses. 


! AQUARIUS (Jan 20- Feb 18) 


One of my readers, Judd, shared his vision 
of how to cope with the blahs of January 


: Given your astrological omens, I'd say his 
: strategy perfectly embodies the approach 
: will clang like a salvation bell during your : 
: mid-morning breaks. It will soothe you ; 
: with its serpentine tones and it will agitate : 
: you with its rippling commands to spring : 
: into action. How will you respond to these : 
summonses from your supreme inner au- : 
: thority? This week will be a good test. 


you should take right now. Please study 
his testimony below, and come up with 
your own ingenious variation. "On the 
coldest of days, my friends and | celebrate 
‘scrufting,’ the art of enjoying the great 
outdoors with indoor furniture, while lis 


} tening to loud indie-rock and adorned in 
> our grungiest slop-ware, Aided by Samue 
: Smith's Oatmeal Stout, we curse and 


laugh at the constraints of winter by play 
ing our favourite summer sports like Fris 
bee, hacky-sack, and soccer.” 


It's graduation time. Not in any officially 


have completed your study of a certai 
subject in the school of life. At a later date 


completion of this chapter of your story. 
will free up your mind and heart to beg!" 


: the.next chapter. V 


TE Le saa. 
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greet with Janet 
Align Your Passion 


2-3:30pm 
utref desk (and f) 
PORT GROUP - Braeside 
ch bsmt, N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, 

Bishop St, Sir n Churchill Ave, St Albert - 

For adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional 

families « Every Mon, 7:30pm 

BUDDHISM LECTURE SERIES - SGI Culture 

Centre, 10722-107 Ave, and fl - A Philosophy for 

living » Free + Sat, Jan 23, 1-2pm 

CANADIAN SEXUAL-MINORITY RIGHTS AND 

{SSUES - McDougall United Church, 10025-101 St » 


‘Transition Towns « Wed, Jan 20, 7-30-10pm « Free 

CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

weoemieheesae toons Cert Se ni 
in are 

an adult family living with a mental illness « 

Every Wed, 6-30-8:30pm 


connections—fast! Speed ramet 
Frank, Cindy Laporte, Mary ; Natalie Ozipko, 
Fringe Theatre, and Jlyn Nye « Thu, Jan 2, 5-7pm 
ca Leam to play chess; all ages includes classes, school 
programs and tournaments 
CONNECTING OUR HUMANITY - Prana Yoga 
Studio, 203, 18332 Lessard Rd - 780.9933749 « Stones of 
Healing and Transformation in Rwanda and Uganda + 
Sat, Jan 16, 7pm + $io (suggested donation) 
DIAMOND LECTURE SERIES - Royal Alberta 
Museum Theatre, 12845-102 Ave « 780.453.9100 + Vol- 
canoes: Can't Live With Them, Can't Live Without Them 
with Roy Eccles, M.Sc., Geologist, Alberta Geological 
Survey + Jan 14, 7pm + Free 
EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY - 10025-1024 
‘Ave, Rin 18128 « 780.702.5117 « Fri, 22-3pm. 
EDMONTON NATURE CLUB - Royal Alberta Mu- 
‘Mann, professor physics at A 
¢ieeussing space storms and space weather and find out 
about Aurora Watch, an e-mail program that can give 
leeds a - (coffee), aie 
areas a5, rs (meet- 
2 by 7pm (coffee), 7:30pm 


INVESTING 101 « St Albert Library, 5 St Anne St - 
saplab.ca « Financial Planning in your 20s and 305; 


{2 tan oer rp ae ed 
bousing; round dance to follow + Sat, Jan 23, 3pm 
OFFSETTING RESISTANCE LAUNCH . Education 
Rm 128, U of A Campus - offsettingresistanceca « 
Pb aera pomitog 
Petr : 
Jan 14, 6:30-9:30pm + Free 
RE-MAKING ALBERTA - Mecting Rm, Riverbend 
Cempigen henteal So esac alte rts fox 
an Alberta that works, talk by Diana Gibson - Sat, Jan 


| Church, 10025-02 St, 
+ Presentation by Andre P. Grace 2 aed 
minority rights and issues and their social and cultural 
implications for all Canadians » Jan 24, 12:15 (Lunch), ipm 
for Camp fYrefty 


0622-100 Ave « 780.452.4661: ist and 3rd Tue each 
month, 7-9pm + Rm 0651, Grey Nuns Hospital: Every 
Thu; 7-9pm; Maxine 780.451.1755 

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD (TAB) . st Albert 
Library, 5 St Anne St « 780.418.6623 « sapl.ab.ca - Plan 
Programs, suggest materials and tell us what YOU 
think the Library should be - Thu, Jan 21,7-8pm 
TOURETTE SYNDROME . Academy of King 
Edward, 8525-101 St, NW door « 1.866.824.9764 + 
Support meetings for parents of TS kids, and TS 
adults « ist Wed every month, 7pm 

TRANQUILITY MEDITATION « 1002-70 Ave « 
780.633.6157 + karma' ca» Karma Tashi Ling: 
Chenrezig Practice with Ani Kunzang - Wed at 7pm; 
Sun atioam 

TRANSITION TOWNS . Grandin Green Coop 
Bldg penthouse, 9700-110 St « Documentary pre- 
sented by Marion Davies who will also talk about 
the Transition Town movement in the British Isles « 
Wed, Jan 20, 7:30-10pm + Free 

WOMEN IN BLACK . In Front of the Old Strath- 
cona Farmers’ Market - Silent vigil the ast and 3rd 
Sat, 10-1:am, each month, stand in silence for a 
world without violence 

sap aDinsmanemememmemensemnet eoeeeenmeseel 


ARDEN THEATRE « s St Anne St, St Albert - 
780.459.1542 « Michel Lauziere, visual humourist, 
clever musician and mad inventor for all ages - Sun, 
Jan 17, 2pm « $20 (adult)/$18 (child) at Arden’s box 
office, TicketMaster 

ARTERY « Thu, 9535 Jasper Ave + 780.441.6096 + Rotary's 
Kids Benefit with Lars Callieou - Jan 21, 7pm 
CENTURY CASINO « 13103 Fort Rd + 780.481.9857 « 
Shows start at 8pm Thu-Sat and late show at 10:30pm 
on Fri-Sat; $12 (Thu)/Sig (Fri/Sat) 

COMEDY FACTORY . Gateway Entertainment 
Centre, 34 Ave, Calgary Tr » Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 8pm 
and 10pm + Improv; Jan 14-16 « Lorenzo Thorton; 
Jan 21-23 + Dennis Ross; Jan 28-30 

COMIC STRIP « Bourbon St, WEM «780.483.5999 « 
Wed-Fri, Sun 8pm; Fri-Sat 10:30pm « Hit or Miss Mon- 
day: Jan 18 «The Best of Edmonton: Tue, Jan 19 « Adam 
Hunter; Until Jan 17 « Dave Attell, Shawn Gramiak and 
guest; Thu, Jan 21-23 + Hit or Miss Monday: Jan 25 
DRUID « 11606 Jasper Ave + 780.710.2119 « Comedy 
Night: Hosted by Lars Callieou + Every Sun, 9pm 
HORIZON STAGE - 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove « 
780.962.8995 + Michel Lauziére, visual humorist, fantasy 
artist, and musician « Sat, Jan 16, zpm; $15 for all ages at 
Horizon's box office, TicketMaster 
HYDEAWAY-—jekyll and Hyde « 10209-100 Ave « 
780.426.5381 « Comedy show every Tue, 9pm + $5 (door) 
LAUGH SHOP—Whyte « and FI, 10368-82 Ave « 
780.476.1010 + Sean Kent; until Jan 17 « Andrew Grose; Jan 
19 « Paul Sveen; Jan 20 « Andrew Grose; Jan 21-24 « Great 
Canadian Laugh Off every Thu; Jan 14-Feb 11, 8pm. 
NEWCITY LIQUID LOUNGE - 1008: Jasper Ave « 
Newcity Upstairs Underground Comedy Night presents: 
lies the state told you: Disestablishmentarianism com- 
edy night «1st Tue every month, 9pm 

RIVER CREE-THE VENUE - 300 East Lapotac 
Blyd Enoch rivercreeresort.com + Craig Ferguson; 
Jan 21; Sold out 


WUNDERBAR - 8120-102 St + Hangtime! hosted 
by Mike Robertson and Arlen Konopaki « Every 
and Thu, 9:30pm 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-Red Deer - Sunnybrook 
United Church, Red Deer + 403.347.6073 « Affirm wel- 
come LGBTQ people and their friends, family, and allies 
meet the and Tue, 7pm, each month 

BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP «A social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women every and 
‘Tue each month, 8pm + groups yahoo.com/group/ 
bwedmonton 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St - 
780-423,5014 « and Thu: Illusions Social Chub « 3rd Wed: 
Edmonton Society + and Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Busi- 
ness Association « Every Fri: Philosophy Café « Fri/Sat DJ 
SeXXXy Sean 10-3 + Long Weekend Sundays feature the 
Stardust Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 
BUDDYS NITE CLUB « 117258 Jasper Ave « 
780.488.7736 + DJ Dust 'n' Time; Mon gpm + DJ Arrow 
‘Chaser; Tue gpm - DJ Dust ‘n' Time; Wed gpm, no cover 
before 1pm « DJ Arrow Chaser; Fri 8pm, no cover be- 
fore 10pm + DJ Earth Shiver 'n’ Quake; Sat Sprit, no cover 
before 10pm + DJ Bobby Beatz; Sun gpm + Drag Queen 
Performance Show, Sun, no cover before 1opm 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION - teamedmon- 
ton.ca « Women's Drop-In Recreational Badminton: 
Oliver School Gym, 10327-118 St 780.465 3620; Wed, 
&7;30pm + Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary School at 
1545-84 Ave; Mon, 7-Saspm; - 
ton.ca » Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway 
See eee hype - Oxi 
TAS-xispm), Granite Curling Chub; 780.46: 
+ Swimming: NAIT pool, 1:762-06 St Tue, 8-gpm, Thu, 
730-8:30pm; it * Volleyball: 
Botesry aes Cee 
9008-105A, 8-10pm; Thu intermediate at Arniskiwaci 
Academy, ix Airport Rd, Sopm: recrolleytall@ 
; Volleyball@teamedmanton.ca « 


cay 
YOGA (Hatha): Free ¥. Sun, 2-3330pm; Korezo: 
Fitness, 203, 10575-115 Sobek aie - 
Larne SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS 
7 3343 +meet monthly « Info: groups.yahoo, 
Com/group/edmonton_illusions/ me 
LIVING POSITIVE « 404, 10408-124 St ivi 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté st 
Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 « Program for HIV-AID'S 
prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages « 3rd and 4th 
Sat, gam-spm each month + Free (member)/$i0 
(membership) « Pre-register 

MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB . geocities. 
‘com/makingwaves_edm + Recreational/competitive 
swimming. Socializing after practices « Every Tue/Thu 
PLAY NIGHTCLUB - 1020-103 St - Open Thu, Fri, Sat 
with DJs Alexe Brown and Eddie Toonflash 

PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON - 9540-1 Ave + 
780.488.3234 » pridecentreofedmonton.org » Open Tue- 
Fri1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm + LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Every 
Tue/Thu, 2-4pm + CA: Thu (7pm) « Suit Up and Show 
Up: AA big book study group every Sat, noon « Youth 
Understanding Youth: Up to as years, support and social 
group every Sat, 7-9pm,; yuy@shaw.ca « Womonspace: 
meet 1st Sun each month, 19:30am-12:30pm + Trans 
Education/Support Group meet: 1st/3rd Sun, 2-4pm, 
each month; albertatrans.org « Men Talking with Pride: 
Sun 7pm; facilitator: Rob Wells robwells78o@hotmail. 
com + HIV Support Group: and Mon each month, 7pm 
+ Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and Question- 

ing (TTIQ) Alliance support meeting and Tue each 
month, 7-30pm + Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex 
and Questioning: Education, adyocacy and support for 
men, women and youth « Free professional counselling 
every Wed except the ist Wed each month; 7-10pm; appt 
preferred, drop-ins welcome » YouthSpace: drop-in for 
LGBTQ for youth up to as; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm. 

PRISM BAR « 10524-101 St « 780.990.0038 « Wed: Free 
Pool; Karaoke, gpm-midnight « Thu: Prism Pool League; 
7-2-30pm + Fri: Steak Nites; 5-9pm; DJ at 9:30pm 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
*10209-123 St + 780.482.1587 « Soul OUTing: an 
LGBT-focused alternative worship + and Sun every 
month, 7pm; worship Sun, 10:30am; people of all 
sexual orientations welcome. LGBT monthly book 
club and film night. E: jravenscroft@rwuc.org 
ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH « 1526-76 Ave + 
780.436.1555 « People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome « Every Sun (10am worship) 
WOMONSPACE «780.482.1794 « womonspace.ca, 
womonspace@gmail.com + A Non-profit lesbian social 
organization for Edmonton and surrounding area. 
Monthly activities, newsletter, reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality assured 

WOODYS - 11723 Jasper Ave + 780.488.6557 « Karaoke 
with Nathan; Mon 8pm « Martini Mondays; 3pm» You 
Don't Know Game Show with Patrick and Nathan; Thu 
gpm « Long Island Iced Tea; Thu 3pm « Karaoke with 
Morgan; Wed 7pm + Karaoke with Kevin; Sun 8pm 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH - yuyedm. 


ca « Meets every Sat, 7-9pm « E: info@yuyedm.ca, 
T: 780.248.1971 


BABA YAGA TRAIL ADVENTURE - Snow Val- 
ley and Whiterud Trail S « Skiing, sledding and a 
light-biathlon; a Snow Daze Camp to gather around 
campfires for music, and hot chocolate; 
part of Winter Light - Jan 22-23, Pri-Sat 2-gpm 
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS - Meridian Banquet/Con- 
ference Centre, 4820-76 Ave + Gala fundraising dinner, 
silent auction, live music, and Indian buffet presented 
by One! International Poverty Relief in support of their 
work in the Khar and Nallasopara districts of Mumbai 
India « Sat, Jan 23; 530pm (cocktails)/6-yopm (dinner) 
HEALING RWANDA AND UGANDA - Prana Yoga 
Studio, 203-18332 Lessard Rd + 780.9933749 « ground- 


7pm (door) « $10 (suggested donation) 
lente ese ing covers et 
«Ice festir carvers creating 

ice sculptures; part of Winter Light « Jan 14-24, Mon-Fri 

2-10pm, Sat-Sun 1oam-10pm) 

OlL CITY DERBY GIRLS - Oil Clty Grindhouse, 

14420-1222 St« The OCDG Mens Invitational, with skaters 

from the US and across Canada - Sat, Jan 16, 6-10pr + 

$10 (adv (door) at ollityderbypiris.ca 

ROBBIE BURNS « Rutherford House, 11153 Sas- 

katchewan Dr - 780.427.3995 * rutherfordhousehis- 
+ Celebrate Scottish poet Robbie Burns 
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Contest open to any full-time U of A student. 
Entry form pickup & drop-off at room 

209 HUB Administration, Mon-Fri between 
9 am-3 pm. Limit of two entry forms per 
Dereon. Draw on January 29, 2010 at 3 pm 
‘sharp! Prizes must be accepted ax 

avrerded and cannot be traded tor cash, 

Call 780-402-5609 tor detaits or go to 
wrerw.ualberta.ca/hubmall 


toricsite.org 
common interests Scottish heritage of Alberta's first Premier, 
PS gar men who has common interes es ts 4°" Neander Cameron Ruerord=Sun,nm,7a- 10030 102ST | 9PM | 18+ 
5StAnne St+saplahca Advice on working within speaker, discussion panel or potluck supper. Special in- ‘Regular admission rates apply $12 ADVANCE | $15 DOOR 
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LGBT 


Trans ban 


For some, social networking is about 
making new friends. For others it’s just 
another way to contact the people al- 
ready in your life. Dominic Scaia 
didn't join Facebook to connect 
with classmates or family. He 
used it as a lifeline while navi- 
gating the difficult journey of 
transitioning from female to 
male. And on December 20 
that lifeline was taken away” 
when he woke up to find that his 
~~account had been disabled. 


It's unclear what bothered Facebook 
: about Dominic's photos. Section 3.7 of its 
Terms of Service regulates that content 
not be “hateful,threatening, pornograph- 


my chest was bare and | was 


gory.” 


ic" or contain "nudity or graphic or gra- : 
tuitous violence.” It's clear a male chest : 
falls into none of these categories. : 
Scaia says, "They were from two- : 
and-a-half weeks post-op and : 
included my face. | was hold- : 
ing the camera from above, : 


wearing jeans. None of the : 
photos were in the least bit : 


Facebook does not moderate : 
photographs individually. They rely on : 


Dominic recently underwent a double ; 
mastectomy to create a male chest. His : 


male name. He was banned from Facebook : 
after posting pictures after he'd undergone : 
the top surgery. He's tried to reach Face- : 
book but has received no response about : 
what happened to his account. Friends : 


users to report offensive content. The : 
only people who could view Scaia's pic- : 
profile was set as male and listed under a : tures were friends that he'd added to : 
: his account. He'd had the photos up for : 
a week without a problem. The evening : 
before he was banned, Dominic accepted : 
a friend request from a young, flirtatious : 
girl He thinks she looked through his : 


have also sent messages to the company, : 
all of which have gone unanswered. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


“ FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 


OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 
PM CLEC eC CC CLE LLLLoE CLG C-CoGLe LLL LLL CLL LLL LULL ULLAL LALO 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


HELP WANTED 
Change your life! Travel, Teach English: We 
train you to teach. 1900's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspon- 
dence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for 
info pack 1.888.270.2941 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536-2124 Street 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3716 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 


Great opportunity to improve 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


your health and wealth! 
For more info call Ken 


Guitar lessons available 
LEARN ROCK, FOLK, COUNTRY, BLUES 


: photos and discovered that the cute boy : 
: she'd added was not born physically male, : 


780-454-6971 


www.maxtrex4u.com/kenneths 


EDUCATIONAL 
FILM AND TV ACTING 
Learn from pro's how to 
actin Film and TV 
Full-time training. 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


HAD ENOUGH? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS 780.425.2715 


ORDER 
FORM 


T] Box Werd Ad’ $4 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


EXTRAS FORM OF PAYMENT & 
O Bolding $& Ocash OCheck OVISA st 
O) Caps $4 Cardi. 

C1) Extra Line $& Name 


$20/hour 
Contact Justin T: 780. 760.7284 
E: Justin.wayne.shaw@gmail.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 

ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 
FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more 
than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing: Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone Gle- 
nys at 780.426.1996/fax 780.426.2889/e-m office@ 
vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon a le space 


0. 
Wanted: male actor, 20-30 years old, Aboriginal 


or Metis for: Stage Struck One Act Festival and 
2010 Fringe. Contact: cndngothic@yahoo.ca 


choosing then to report his account. 


tos that are deemed offensive and to send 
a warning. It is not the company’s policy to 
disable accounts over photos. This does 


one staff moderator made the grossly 
misinformed choice to ban his account. 


his friends. "| was so proud of my new 


their post-op photos on Facebook. It's a 


ural to want to share it with the world,” 
For many, losing an online account 


not mean that Facebook has a rule of ban- : 
ning transgender people, it means that : 
: is deleted until Facebook makes a final 
: decision, meaning Dominic's account sits : 
tasked Dominic why he chose to upload : nearly 3000 members since it launched 
: the photos. He said to share them with : 
? file because it's against Facebook's terms 
: chest and | wanted to show it off, plus a : 
: lot of people had encouraged me to do : 
so. Since it's a male chest, | didn't see a ; 
problem with it. Lots of transmen post : 
> cause of the photos, since the company 


: in touch with friends, blogging and activ- 

It's there where things become confus- : 
ing. It's Facebook's policy to remove pho- : 
: sands of messages from people, notes, 
: over 300 contacts—most of whom | 
: don't know how to get in touch with out- 


ism. "I have over three years of stuff on 
that account. Thousands of photos, thou- 


side of Facebook." 
When an account is disabled, nothing 


intact but frozen. He also points out that 
he's not allowed to sign-up for a new pro- 


to create a new account once you've 
been banned. 

So far, there is no concrete proof that 
Facebook disabled Dominic's account be- 


"Yes, we are making the assumption, 
ut it’s the only reason that would make 
ense. Quite frankly, Facebook can easily 
nd the bad publicity and assumptions 
by offering a plausible explanation." says 
Jessica Hardwick, a moderator of the Un- 
Ban Dominic Scala Facebook Group. 

That group has grown exponentially, with 


last week. Scaia says, "lam overwhelmed 
iid amazed by the huge response to this, 
it's great that | have so many people on 


: my side. This is helping raise awareness 


and hopefully will cause Facebook to be 
more sensitive to trans issues." 
"This isn't about just being on the site’ 


huge milestone for us in our transition : 
and a very happy moment—it's only nat- : 
: banning. I'm the first person to say that : 
= we should not shout discrimination until 
seems trivial but for some users it's the i 
only outlet they have. Numerous trans : 
folks chronicle their transitions online, : 


refuses to comment but it seems as if : adds Scaia. "They need to know that ban- 
no other infraction could've caused the : ning someone without notice is not ac. 
ceptable. They also need to rethink their 
: photo moderation policy, they need to be 
we're sure, but it doesn't take a PhD to = educated as to what post-op FtM chests 
connect the dots. When a transwomanis : look like. This is a discrimination issue 
ejected from a women's washroom at a : andit doesn't just affect me, it affects all 


both for themselves and to educate oth- : 
ers. Dominic used Facebook for keeping : 


Kom Family Theatre: Call for complete 
draft, original play for the second annual 
New Works for Young Audiences. Submission 
Deadline: Jan 15, oa Info: Laura Rushfeldt, T: 
780.944.9115 / E: kompany.admin@shaw.ca 
Ve 


Profiles Gallery: call for submissions for 2021. 
Seeking proposals from artists working in all 
styles and mediums; Deadline: Sat, Feb 27, 
2010, 5pm; More info: Janine Karasick-Acosta at 
780.460.4310, 31 or janinek@artsheritage.ca 


Submit exhibits for consideration in the follow- 
ing categories: Environmental Site Specific In- 
stallation; Curated Group Exhibit, Individual or 
Two Artist Exhibit, and Community Programs 
are invited to participate in 2010 at The Works 
Art Market and Food Street (deadline Feb 15, 
2010) and Street Stage (deadline Mar 15, 2010), 
Application at theworks.ab.ca 


St Albert community Band conductor required 
Application deadline: Feb 28; submit to Col- 
leen Dec at colleenmdec@shaw.ca; questions 
contact Gerry Buccini at 780.459.7384 


Artist Volunteers needed at the Today Family 
Violence Centre to develop murals in their new 
facility to help create a positive environment for 

clients. Patrick Dillon at 780.455.6880 


Bass player with strong harmony vocals 
wanted for a regularly gigging, three piece, 
power, roots-based trio. Call Marv Machura @ 
240.1509, marymachura.com; mary@marvma- 
chura.com 


Professional metal band is seeking a dedicated 
guitar and bass player. Please, no cokeheads, 
etc. Contact Rob at 780.952.4927 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly 
jam on the second Sunday of the month at 
9119--128A Ave. Rock, country & old time music. 
Ph. 780.973.5593, randygien@JumpUpDj.com 


The Works Street oe call to artists from 
experimental, rap, hip-hop, to folk, bluegrass, 
country, blues, jazz and rock—all genres. 
theworks.ab.ca/societyfolder/calls/calls. html; 
E: Dawn Saunders Dah! dawn@theworks.ab.ca 
Deadline: Mar 19 


Phone 780.426.1996 from 9am to Spm Mon-Fri * Email rob@vueweekly.com * Stop by 10303-108 St. Edmonton 
Deadline Tues at Noon « Plexse print legibly on lines at right + Up to 65 characters per line + Every letter, space or mark courts as ons character + Allow one space following punctuation 


bar, the only likely rational is transpho- 
bia. Facebook should not be rewarded 


Hert 


CANA 


ion + Psyc! 


7 EDMONTON 


: transmen. If this happened to me, it can 
: happen to them." W 


“Astrologers +Alt 


DA’S LARGEST HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE EVENT 


explore - experience ~ enlighten 


Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


tive Therapies *! 


G+ SSOUI/HMe 


APRILQ=11 cgi te 


SHAWCONFERENCECENTRE 2628 


sedge sucndo say amo) swuowddn; 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar- 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$12 / Hour 


guaranteed wage 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 
www.publicoutreach.ca 


Print your ad here: 
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soajled just run a story with 
the terribly British, politely 
equivocal headline, "The G- 

Spot Doesn't Appear To Exist, 

say researchers." Oh dear. How 

pes. ona But thanks aw- 
fully for letting us know. 

‘The elusive erogenous zone said to 


one. But this pattern did not emerge and 
the identical twins were no more likely to 


: share a G-spot than non-identical twins : 


who share only half of their genes.” 

Possibly. but they might have 

done well to look for something. 
Instead, they merely asked. 


most no one agrees on what 


internal erectile tissue within 


exist in some women may be a myth, say : thra and/or the vaginal vestibule? Glands 


researchers,” the article goes on. “Their : 


study in the Journal of Sexual Medicine is : of prostate-ish ejaculate? An “orgasmic : done with small numbers of cadavers. You : 
platform?" An imaginary friend? Without : find me 1800 deceased female twin Pairs : | don't think these are the questions that : 


: who had thought to will their bodies to women and their partners are really ask- : 


: science and | will design and conduct that : ing, though, when they corner a sexpert : 
: research myself. I'll rent a storage space : 
> or something. Like Dexter. 


Even the scalpel-wielding mad dissec- course feels OK but doesn't make them : 


: come. Or why it does, when everyone 


the biggest yet, involving 1800 women, : 
and it found no proof." Indeed, it wouldn't = 
have. The study was run on sets of twins, : 
identicals for the subjects and fraternals : 
for the control "If one did exist, it would : 


be expected that both identical twins, who : Got one? Huh? Well, do you or don't you?" : 


: So either there is more to this study than ; tors, though, had no idea if their subjects' 


have the same genes, would report having 


Meals on Wheels—Volunteers needed «To 
deliver nutritious meals (vehicle et 
Weekdays 10: -apm + To assist in the kitchen 
Weekdays fan = shift times are flexible 
+ 780.429.2020 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
youthvolunteer.ca 


Volunteer with Edmonton Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers, help i it Children and 
youth of all ages-yolunteer in a homework club. 
Contact Phillip Deng at 780.423.9516 or pdeng@ 
emanab.ca 


Heart and Stroke Foundation of Alberta, NWT 

& Nunavut: Take a few hours this February and 

join our team of Heart Month volunteers. Visit- 
heartandstroke.ca/help; 1.888. HSEINFO 


Canadian Mental Health Association / Board 
iting 2009 Learn about our community 
work cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


S.CARS.; Second Chance Animal Rescue Society. 
Our dogs are TV stars! Watch Global TV Sat 
atgugs AM where new, wonderful dogs will 
scarscare.org 


MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO YESS, 
donations to: yess.org, 780.468.7070, 


9310-82 Ave, T6C 026; until Jan 17 


EXCITING 
a 


a + Wievatiter 


EDMONTON 


CALL 
NOW! 


@ atuome? 


403-351-0622 


: and ducts making and secreting some sort 


any clear sense of what may or may not 
be rattling around in there, variously un- 
noticed and/or cherished, it doesn't mat- 
ter how many women are asked, "Well? 


a G-spot even is—an area of : 


: vision. And that is saying something. 


= was promptly dismissed by the G-spot : 
deniers.) The most conclusive search for : 


} some sort of heritable, distinct internal : 


the upper wall of the vagina? : tissue would probably be conducted using = 
Similar tissues surrounding the ure- : deceased twins, so they could excise, mea: 


? sure, and weigh the likely tissues, as both 


: Slovakian and Australian researchers have : descriptions of female generative organs | : can't find such subjects you would have to 
happen to proffer are rigorously accurate. : make them. | don't even want to imagine 


? reported, or it may be the all-time winner, : differing amounts of glandular tissue cor- : 
? poorly-designed sex research, women's di- : responded to different degrees of sexual : to learn to be more responsive to vaginal 
: responsiveness. So they were not answer- : 
“But,” you protest. "They used twins. ? ing the question in a way that is actually 
Doesn't that make it all sciencey and : applicable and useful to live women who : 
stuff, since they had a proper control for : 


: and beg her to draw them a map. 


Most want to know why vaginal inter- : ness can be an acquired trait. Go forth, 


: knows that's the clitoris's job. They want 


: stimulation, or learn to ejaculate, or not 
: to. They want to know why that one thing 


> that one partner did worked so well and 
: are wondering if there's something hid- : 
: the experiment built right in there?" Sure, : ing in there worth issuing their partners : 
kinda, if they had been poking around with : aminer's helmet and emergency rations in : 
ultrasound dildo-cams and comparing the = case they get lost. 
results, but this wasn't that kind of study. : 


é (italian researchers did do this recently,and - 
Considering the fact that al- : found "an area of thicker tissue’ which = question worth spending time and money : 


to investigate. Frankly, Ive had it up tohere : off like M-80s the second someone sticks 
(and down to there) with both G-spot zeal- ; something in there, but with the right 
: ots and G-spot dismissers. Yes, of course : partners, angles, and attitudes, most can 
Im interested (and so ought you be) in : get a lot closer. The twin subjects couldn't 
the pursuit of knowledge for knowledge's : have given identical answers without 
sake, and | certainly want to know that any : identical sexual histories, and since you 


: If they can teach their new partner how to 
: do it, or they want to know why their last 
= partner went crazy when they did that 


: thing and their new one doesn't. They 
I don't even know why I'm still bothering : want to learn how to have more fun with 
: to consider “is there a G-spot?” a serious : vaginas. And they can. 


Not all women are going to learn to go 


t how you might go about doing that. OK, | 
: do, but that's because | kind of like kinky 
: sclence fiction, which | realize can be an 
: acquired taste, just as vaginal responsive- 


: spelunkers, and explore. 
: Love, Andrea 


Volunteer with the Aboriginal Health Group. 
Plan events (like Aboriginal Health Week, Speaker 
Series). Promote healthy habits to high school 
students. Set up events. E: abhealthgroup@gmail. 
com; aboriginalhealthgroup.org 


CNIB's Friendly Visitor Program needs volunteers 
to Help and be a sighted guide with a friendly 
voice. If you can help someone with vision loss 
visit cnib.ca or call 780. 453.8304 


Bicycle Mechanic Volunteers for Bissell Centre 
community homeless or near homeless members 
on Mon, Wed, Fri, gam-12pm. Contact Linda 
780.423.2285 ext 134 


The Learning Centre Literacy Association: seek- 


ing an artist or arts & crafts person who would be 
willing to commit 2 hrs weekly to the instruc- 
tion of their passion to adult literacy learners 
in the inner city. Denis Lapierre 780.429.0675, 
dLlearningcen' na 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refu- 


gee immigrants to their medical appointments 

to give support and assist with paperwork Thu, 

10:30am -2:30pm. Transportation not required. 
Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society needs 


volunteers to work with adult students in the 
ESL English as a Second Language Program. Call 
780.424.5514; training and materials are provided 


THE PLACE TO MEET HOT 


Ahad h 


780-229-0660 


@ ONTHE Go? 


BISSELL CENTRE Community in need of basic 

daily items, please bring: coffee, sugar, powdered 

creamer, diapers, baby formula to Bissell Centre 
East, 10527-96 St, Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm 


People between 18-55, suffering from depression 
or who have never suffered from depression are 
needed as research volunteers, should not be 
taking medication, smoking, or undergoing psy- 
chotherapy and not have a history of cardiovascu- 
lar disease. Monetary compensation provided for 
participation. 780.407.3906 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies at 
UofA. Call 780.407.3906; E: UofADep@gmail.com. 
Reimbursement provided 


U of Ais seeking major depression sufferers 
interested in participating in a research study. Call 
780.407.3906; E: UofADep@gmail.com 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line thesupport- 
network.com or call 780.732.6648 


“SACRED Edmonton Society; sacredeatingdisor- 

ders.com; An Eating Disorder Intensive Recovery 

Program for those with anorexia or with bulimia. 
E: sacred6@telus.net; T: 780.429.3380 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS HELP LINE 24 
Hours a Day~7 Days a Week If you want to stop 
using, we can help Local: 780.421.44209/Toll free: 

1.877.463.3537 


‘EXPLICIT TALK 


with HOT SEXY Singles! 


ALWA) 


FREE’ 
TO LISTEN 


MUST BE 18+ 
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ADULT 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780.665.0808 
403.313.3330 


STEAMWORKS GAY & BI MENS BATHHOUSE. 


24f 
11745 JASPER AVE. 780.451.5554 
WWW.STEAMWORKSEDMONTON.COM 


1005S OF HOT LOCAL SINGLES 
It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780.669.2323 
403.770.0990 


#1 SEXIEST CHAT! 
Call now! FREE to try! 18+ 
780.665.6565 
403.313.3311 


THE NIGHT EXCHANGE 
Private Erotic Talk. 
Enjoy hours of explicit 
chat with sexy locals. 
CALL FREE* NOW to connect instantly. 


780.229.0655 
The Night Exchange 
Must be 18+. 
*Phone company charges may apply. 


Chal with 00's of HOT naughty girls! 


Calgary 403-31 3-3311 
Other Cities 1-877-834-4044 ] 


Calg ary 
403-313- 3330 
1-900-451-3333 


$2530min 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


LOCAL CHAT. 


18> No habilty Rastoctions apply 


L FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1,900.451,2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Try Cruseline Tert for free, Text “xtra” to SFREE « wrwrw.crutseline.c 
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University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


HE CANADIAN 
PENORS 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
SHOW AT 8PM SHOW AT 8PM 


| LONESTAR, JANUARY 30 | MFC 24: HEAT XC, FEBRUARY 26 


HOTEL, DINNER & SHOW PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT RIVERCREERESORT.COM OR CALL 780.930.2619 
TICKETS FOR SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH TICKETMASTER CHARGE-BY-PHONE 780.451.8000 OR TICKETMASTER.CA 


— 4 


<\HINESRNFW YEAR 


Celebrate 


| _—— Os 
| : \ TT DUA ATO 
} 4) I J VERN . 
| z r \ Daytime Drama’s Dreamiest Couple 
- \ “= AY . | 
| 4 © = r > = ot | 
Meet Peter Reckell & Kristian Alfonso | 
| j TICKETS VAULABEE AT THE CASINO GHPT Si ives | Saturday, February 13, 2010 
FICRETNALEN @ RIV ERCRECRESORT.COM OR CARL (10.30.2009 ; : . 
) | 
Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, Buffet Reception 
Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch at Sage, One-Night Stay at Edmonton 
Marriott at River Cree 4 
' } : ‘ 
Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, 
Buffet Reception ; tae 
Tickets exclusively available by calling 780.930.2619 ie : | 
More information at rivercreeresort.com 
AA A 
RIVER CREE | 
RESORT AND CASINO 
ENOCH ALBERTA 
WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD | RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
40 // WUEWEEKLY // f 


